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Soldiers mainly from Arrowtown in training at Featherston Military Camp in 1917
Back row:Thomas Edward Thompson, Joseph Nelson Jenkins, unidentified, unidenti

Thomas Clarke Reid, unidentified
Front row: David Charles Jones, Charles Graham Forbes, unidentified,
Richard (Dick) Stephen Cotter, Thomas Beckett, Robert Hunter
(LakesDistrict Museum EP5347
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Arrowtown’s World War 1 Casualties

fis
ate AL

Initiated, researched and written by Denise Heckler

Several years agbnoticed a memorial panel in front of the Glenorchy Hall that gave
an outline of the lives of the soldiers who enlisted World War 1 from the area, and |
considered that the panel personalised the bmtter than just their nangon a
monumentl decided then that th&8 W.W.1 soldiers from
the Arrowtowndistrict whose names are on the Arrowtov
monument should be honoured for the sacrifice of their li
andshouldbecome more than just nasne

| was very determined to research information and acce:
many photos of therasl| could, to personalise the as much
as possible.

Many of then had strong Arrowtown family connectign:
so my first source of information asthe obituaries in the
Lake Wakatip Maill acknowledge the assistance and supy
of Jo Boyd,the archivist at the Lakes District Museum. 4

My research then expanded to the Auckland War Mem r‘J
Museum where | had considerable sucaasaccessing thg Arrowtown Monumenﬁ
soldier$records to the point of their height, weight and what
state their teeth were in. | also accessed the weldditegstnpanddVly Heritageand
gradually gained a deepening impression of whatweentailed for both the soldiers
and their familiesandits impact orthe fabric of thedistrict.
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Arrowtownbds Worl d War 1 Ca

Richard StephenCotter, 18931918

Sergeant 9/1161

Born in Arrowtown, son of Thomas and Jemima (r
Hamilton). Worked in a grocery store in Duned
before enlisting at Arrowtown. s _
Departed with the '6Reinforcements, "2 Battalion, ~SSESE/ /N =% &Gk um
Otago Infantry Regiment. Fought at Gallipoli, the == \ > v Wad ¢
the Somme where he became an instructor in ba| ‘ g
wire entanglements. AN
Wounded near Le Quesnand died in October 191 /” ,
aged24. Buried at Delsaux Farm Cemetery, Beugi ==
France. L SR S s
ASuch a fine manly fe “OS{EE ST " hi's
woul d be wealkeWakptip®ald. o 5

Charles Thomas Edwards 1884i 1918 EP53

Private and Acting Sergeant 7718

Born in Arrowtown, son of James and Margaret (née Buckham), brother of Herbert.
Worked in Pritchardoés Gener al Store, th
and married Kitty.

Departed in 1918 in the'3Battalion, 26' Reinforcements for France. Fought near
Amiens in the opening phase of the Allied offensive. In August 1918 received a shell
wound to the head and died two days later aged 34. Buried at Daours Cemetery, France

Herbert James Edwards c¢1879- 1918
Private 41969
Born in Nelson, educated in Arrowtown. Son of Jan
and Margaret(née Buckham), brother of Charles
husband of Eva. Worked at the Bullendale gold min
Skippers.
Left in 1917 with the Infantry Regiment$ Battalion
for France.
Killed in action during the German offensive on t| =&
Western Front in March 1918 aged 39.
Commemorated at the Euston Road Cemet
Colincamps, France.

AA young man of sterl:]
by al | wh olLakeMakatipMa)m. o (




George Edward Fletcher1893- 1917

Lance Sergeant 12996

Born in April 1893 and educated in Arrowtown, the son
of William and Mary (née Holt). Worked on the
waterfront in Bluff.

Enlisted in 1916 and left with the Otago Infantryd 2
Battalion, 12" Reinforcements, fighting at the Somme and
at Messines. In October 1917 took part in the attack on
Passchendaele Ridge and was noted for his gallantry.
Died in October 1917 from meningitis aged 24. Buried at
Etaples Military Cemetery, France.

Poshumously awarded the Mil:.|
to duty under fire. o

EPOOC

John Boyd Hunter 188971 1917

Private 9/1057

Son of Robert and Saréhée Boyd) who farmed at Wharehuanui/ Millers Flat. Worked

on the family farm anenlisted at the Wharehuanui Post office. He joined the Otago
Infantry Regiment, % Battalion, 8 Southland Company.

Fought at Gallipoli then Flanders and was killed in action in December 1917 aged 28.
Buried in the Buttes Cemetery, Polygon Wood, Belgium. Commemorated in the
Arrowtown Cemetery on the family grave.

AAn excell ent character and very hard w

James Jenkins1880- 1918
Private 56931

Born and educated in Arrowtown. Son of William and Mary Ann (B8édth) and
brother of Thomas. Was a grocer in Arrowtown.

Left in July 1917 with the Otago Regimerit @ompany. Wounded when fighting in the
Somme and died in April 1918 aged 38. Buried at Doullens Communal Cemetery,
Somme, France.

His brother ThomasJenkins 18821 1917

Private 23557

Worked as a grocer in Arrowtown. Left with the Ota
Infantry, 4th Company]s Battalion in 1916 to fight in
France where he died of wounds in October 1917 &
35. Commemorated on the Roll of Honour at Tyne (
Memorial Cemetery, Belgium.




Joseph Nelson Jenkind890- 1917
Private 40960

Son of John and Matilda (née Reiecho farmed on the Crowr
Terrace. After attending the Crown Terrace School, wor
on his Dbrotheros far m. Et
October 1916 and left in March 1917 with the Otago Infar
Regiment, 1 Battalion, 23 Reinforcements.

Fought in Belgium and was killed in action at Bellevue S| =
in October 1917 aged 27. Commemorated on the Rof =~
Honour at Tyne Cot Memorial Cemetery, Belgium. 3
AA sterl ing(LgkeWakaip Mad)l | o w.

James Alexander Joppl883i 1918

Corporal 25534

Son of John Lumsden Jopp and Catherine (
Henderson). Educated at Arrowtown School &
Southland Boys High School. Moved to Taranaki whu
he had a livery and carrying business. Left with |
Wellington Regiment, %t Battalion, 17 Reinforcements.
Was a stretchdoearer at Passchendaele, then joined
infantry. Awarded a Military Medal for gallantry ir
December 1917. Killed in action in August 1918 aged
Buried at Bancourt British Cemetery, France.
James swafs @t he Worthy Hoi
was a man of honour and
(LakeaWapg Mail)

Peter Gray McAllister 1882- 1917

Private 10/2680

Son of John and Mary (née Gray). Enlisted at Lower Shotover, then joined the
Wellington Infantry, # Battalion, §' Reinforcements.

Killed in action in October 1917 in France aged 36. Buried in Belgium in Dochy Farm
New British Cemetery. Commemorated on the family plot in FranKemetery.

William McKibbin 1893- 1918

Trooper 63389

Born and educated on the Crown Terrace, son of William and Sarah (née) aalthot
worked on the family farm. Enlisted on the Crown Terrace and joined the 34th
Reinforcements, Mounted section.

Fought in Palestine and died of typhoid in October 1918 aged 24. Buried in the
Jerusalem War Cemetery. Commemorated at family plttarArrowtown Cemetery.

AA fine young fell ow who wars oheld in re
(Arrowtown Patriotic Society)




DanielDavid O 6 E894 1918

Trooper 61372

Son of Charles and Mary Ann (née Mackie). Educate:
the Crown Terrace School and worked on the family fa
Enlisted on the Crown Terrace. Left in November 1€
with the Canterbury Mounted Rifles '83Reinforcements
bound for Egypt. Died at Gallipoli of pneumonia
December 1918 aged 25. Buried in a3k Consular
Cemetery, Canakkale, Turkey.

Andrew William _fJa me Reid c18911916
Private 211

Born at Gibbston, son of Andrew Dick and Ann (née Ferguson).

Enlisted with the 11 Battalion, East Yorkshire Regiment, and served under the name
of JamesReid Andrews. Married to Christina Reid (née Kelly) and had two children.
Died of wounds in May 1916 in France. Buried at Bertrancourt Military Cemetery.

James Sangster Ritchie 1892- 1917

Private 9/1482

Son of Beresford and Janet (rf&@ngster). Born and educated in Macetown. A battery
manager and goldminer before enlisting at Macetown. In October 1915 embarked with
the 3¢ Battalion, " Reinforcements bound for Egypt. Later fought at Ypres where he
was killed in action in November 1917 aged 23. Buried at Tyne Cot CemeteryiBelgi
AHe had a quipepuldaspwsi hi almke Wakatpp MeR)iIn e w h

William Ross 1885-1918

Rifleman 51781

Son of Charles and Margaret (née Reid). Born and educated at Macetown. Worked as a
goldminer. Left from Auckland with the #7Reinforcements, N.Z Rifle Brigade'®
Battalion in June 1917

Fought in France and was captured. Died of pleurisy in a German Prison of War Camp
in November 1918 aged 33, and is commemorated at the Niederzwehren Cemetery,
Ger many. AA qui et ulakesVskatpfMahg young man.

John Smith 1885 1917

Private 8/4222

Born at Bannockburn, son of James and Elizabeth (née Pa
Educated at Luggate School as his father wagetingman on the

| oc al punt . Wor ked as a C empl
Coachlines in Arrowtown, a business owned by the Jopp fan
AHe shows an excellent char rtr

e, T

turnoutto be afirst | as s s ol tdiniegnotes) ( Ar oy
Auckl and W



Joined the Otago Infantry Regiment, Battalion. Fought at Armentiéres in the Somme
and at Messines where he died of gunshot wounds to the head in June 1917. Buried in
Etaples Cemetery, France.

Alexander Webb 1881- 1916

Corporal 9/1370

Born and educated in Arrowtown, son of James and Christina (née Cowan). Employed
as a blacksmith in Arrowtown.

Joined the Regiment of New Zealand Machine Gun Corp, Unit 1 Compény, 7
Reinforcements and departed in August 1915 for Gallipoli. Later fought in France and
was killed in action in the Somme in September 1916 aged 35.

Commemorated on the Caterpillar Valley New Zealand Memorial, Longueval, France.
AA prominent member of the | ocal band,
i n cont dake Wakatig M)l 0 (

James Wilcox1894- 1916

Trooper, N.Z. Field Artillery 9/402

Born at Bullendale, the son of Richard and Ann (r
Chalmers). Educated in Arrowtown. Employed
Graham Bairddés farm at B
In August 1914 was one of the first men to enlist in-
Wakatipu. Left with the Otago Main Body from Po! E,
Chalmers bound for Gallipoli. After being invalided |
Egypt, was sent to France and fought in the trenches |
several months. Became a gunner/driv@glled in action

in the Somme in October 1916 aged 22. Buried
Lesboeufs, France.

Auckl and W

Credits:
Initiator and Researcher: Denise Heckler, Queenstown & District Historical Society
Photos: Lakes District Museuand Auckland War Museum
Funding: Arrowtown RSA
Design and print: Print Central




Charles Low 18281922
Early Arrowtown settler i baker, goldminer, cobbler and farmer

By Shona Blair, his greatgreat-granddaughter.

Originally written as a monologue for a
Later additions from Alan AMcKenzie andocal newspapers

Phostbhmkes DistricanMuEPameoaPde6é6nsa

CharlesArchibald Low came to the Arrow in the early stages of the rushsétm
called for hiswife and children from Victoria, anthey became one of the early
pioneering families(Charles is not to be confused with Thomas Low, no relation, who
claimed to be one of the first discoverers of gold in the Ari®e article on pag26.)

He was born in Kerriemuir, in Forfarshire, in the Highlands of Scotland in 1828 and
left with his brother George in about 18#0seekhis fortunein Australia He set uma
bakery in Mel bourne. But the |ife of a |
to bootmaking.

Harriet Lee was born in Redruth, Cornwall in 1830 and came to Sydney in 1849. In
1851 she and Charles were married in S
Harri et di dnot sign her name, It appea
following years they had five children: Janet, Harriet, Charles, Samuel and Hector.
When goldmining was at its heightCharlesbecame acarter transporting supplies
between Melbourne and Bendigo.

Looking for more opportunitiesn the Otago goldfield€harledeft the family behind
in Melbourne and came to the Arrow1863.The place was buzzing with geldiners.
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Prospects looked very goosb Harriet and the five children sailed to Port Chalmers in
theHero 2to join him. Harriet was expecting again, so with all the children to manage,
that was quite a journey.

Their final child, Isabella, was first baby girl born in
Arrowtown.

Photo LDMEP2662.Is she wearing a brooch of Arrayold?

Ch a r Ibetmadksng skills were in high demand
among the miners, and in 1Bthe was briefly in
partnership with Archibald Stewart as boot and
shoemakers. Hset up in businesas a cobblemn the
main street of Arrowtown. The weatherboard building
_ (here photographed in 201%)as later moved up to
| Hertford Stnear the corner with Wiltshire St.

Shona found his cobblerds | asts many ye
Their first home was a tent then a sod hut in Hertford St. Then they hadse and
about half an acre of land next to WilliaGtoles.Charles and Harriet had a fenced
garden where thegrew vegetablesncluding that staple, potatoes. They dtept pigs
which were well penned in. However, one dalyarlescame homeo find five of Mr
Scol esbds | ar hispreicg L urso toit mg oiers . Hefdki s ¢
Scolesto court seekindgES in damagesSee thenext page for the report in thieake
Wakatip Mail,1 April 1865.Charleswon the case but was awarded onigne shilling
in damages! Call that justic&everal days lat€@harles was in court again charged with
disturbing the peace on account of an altercation in the main street. His opponent, a
butcher, later faced other charges too, which suggests he was the instigator.

Like many early residents of the town, Charles continued to be involved in mining.
Hehadhismi ner 6 s r i dhéheld 20 shdres inthe CAunbian Quartz Mining
Company which was operating in the Arrow River.

11



Lake Wakatip Mail, 1 April 1865

THe ANGRY CoBBLER AND THE TruaxT Pigs.
—Low v Scoles.—This was an action for £3, for
damage stated to have been done by defendant’s
pigs to the crops of plaintiff. Defendant pleaded
not indebted, as no damage had been done.

Charles Low, sworn, stated—I am a shoe-
maker in Arrowtown, and plaintiff in this action.
I have a piece of ground, enclosed, at the back of
my house, and sown with potatoes. On Wed-
nesday morning I heard a grunting noise, and on
going out saw five large pigs rooting amongst the

tatoes; they were eating them as fast as they
could. I knew they were Scoles’ pigs by their
peculiar color. I called Mr King to come and
see them, and we stood watching them for some
time. I went and got a summons out, and on
my way back saw Mr Scoles’ housekeeper driv-
ing the pigs out. I calculate the actual damage
at £2.

Cross-examined—I have a miner’s right and a
registration certificate for the ground enclosed.
I do not know whether I have more than half
an acre. The pigs had rooted up a larga quan-
tity of potatoes. My boy picked up two buckets
full, besides what the beasts eat ; they were eat-
ing for half an hour at least. 1 claimed £5
damages, as I thought the magistrate might
perhaps allow the extra £3 for my trouble. I
have lla\igs of my own ; they sometimes get out.

— King, sworn—I am a carpenter, and should
like to know who is to pay me for coming here
away from my work. On Wednesday plaintiff
called me to his garden to see some pigs there.
I saw five pigs, which belong to defendant; they
were grubbing amongst the potatoes. We stood
watching them for some time; they were regu-
larly ¢ blowing themselves out.” 1 told Mrs
Painter, and she came at once and turned them

out. - —
" This was plaintiff’s case. For the defence

W. Scoles, sworn, stated—I am the defendant
in this action. I was absent on Wednesday, and
on returning home at night found a summons
for £5, damages on account of my pigs. 1 went
to plaintiff’s garden at daylight next morning,
but could see no damage at all. There was not
a single potato above giround. 1 keep my pigs
in a carefully tenced yard; but Richmond’s boar
broke down the fence in one place, which ac-
counts for their getting out. Plaintiff’s pigs are
constantly straying into my garden, and last
Sunday did a great deal of damage.

12




Farmingwa s C h mextand mastdondastingventue. In 1868 hebought land at
Arrow Junction. The farm stretched from the Arrow Junction-tffrand along both
sides of the road as far as the Hogan Gully Road turnoff, and across towards Bendemeel
station.The house was small but solidmeant to withstand the ravages of time. It had
thick stone walls which made it cool in summer, and it kept its heat well in the winter
Here it is, with some odd wires attached to |t showmg its age yet still standlng in 2015.

'ﬁ‘fcv i’

Charlesworked the farm W|th two ohls sons Samuel and Hectogrowing crops,
wheat, and chaff for horses.

Fires caused some spots of bother. Once in autitB8t when one of thesonswas
ploughingin a paddock of stubbjée decided to burn it ofistead The fire spread very
rapidly and burnt at lea200 acres of stubble land and native grass pasture. Two stacks
of wheat were destroyedabout 900 bushels. If it had not been for quick thinking by
two Council roadmenmore stacks and other property on two adjoining farms would
have been burnt too. The fire caused very serious labe tamily. There wagurther
trouble some years later when a mysterious fire burnt three stacks of wheat, but not a
glimmer of light was ever shed on the cause.

As they grew up, thgrandsons
helped at harvest time, and or
day young Victor, known as
Pompey, lost the top of his righ
index finger in the chaffcutter
Such mishaps were very commo
butCharles himself had reerious
farming accidents.

In 1884heimported a newVoods
reaper and binderi a great
advance in harvestingTaken ali

in-all, in the long run the farrdid

well.
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Charl es anChildigar ri et 0s
Janet(18521 1880, attended Arrowtown School where she received prizes for writing
and arithmetic. She was an officer in the Arrow Gold Loolgthe late 1870s, but in
1880the Lake County Preseportedthat she had died in Sydney aged 28.
, Harriet (18551940) In 1870 agedL6 she married John

William Baker, a carrierard lived at 11Anglesea Street
in Arrowtown. She had a familgf 5 daughters and 7 sons.
Shona Blair is hegreatgranddaughter.
Charles(18561925) went to Otago BoysHigh School
where he was Dux. He won a scholarship and went to
Edinburgh to train as a doctdsubsequently hbecame
the Medical Superintendent of Dee St Hospital in
Invercargill. Later he had a practice in Huntly.
Samuel(1863-1933) andHector(18621943) spent most
of their lives working on the family farm.
Isabella(18641948) lived her entire life ilArrowtown
where shdecamea dressmakegind lived at 15 Denbigh

Har r i et® Blakw Street. She and Hector are buried near their parents.

LDM EPO019C

Charles and Harrielived out their final
yearson the farm, with Samuel, Hectox¥%
daughter Harriet and Isabella nearkgi® T
Harriet died in 1915 aged 83. Charles liv < I p ﬁ" /
nine more years and was 95 when he digi™ 2l

RN
Shonads Comment s \{AI?J'L@W —
When | look back ovemy greatgreat il “ieo 4 MAV|33|'3 .

grandfathegs long life, | see that he was ,ﬁ Acep 82 Yeags!
certainly an adventurearisk-taker,a hard 'L";,;S"\‘ CHARLES . =

s M‘

_ ) . FUSSTND OF ABOVE
workerand a jackof-manytrades- a baker, ! 1 Diep 3TH SERT 922

a carter, a good horsemangold-miner,a {88 "\ Acep o5 YEARS
cobbler and finally a farmerMy great : S
greatgrandmother showed courage ‘
emigrating when very young, angs !
capability in raising her children in this
earliest days of the Arrow settlement.
| was raised with my grandparentnd § o
learned a lotaboutmy ancestors from arf&E@= 7T
early age. Only later in lifthave | valued S s |
that rich grounding and wiskl | had asked 3
to know more F i A >
Our ancestorsthrough hard work, risk Sssise e o
taking and hardship, endured and survivddy we forever be grateful and remember

their achievements in a world so very different from what we kioalay.
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Mount Aurum Station by Colin Macnicol

Whenthe Mount Aurum homesteaavasburn downonNew Ye a e 2019,1 was
appalled and very upset not only because it had been lost by an act of stbpidity,
becaus¢he perpetratorseventhoughtheyownedup to the offence werenot charged.

DOC staff andvolunteershaddonea remarkablgob of restoringthe homesteacnd
the schoolbesideit, muchof it in their own time andafter hourssimply because they
loved the place and its history.

For thesereasond madea movethroughthe Historical Societyto havethis rectified
andl mustsaythatwe havereceivedfull co-operationfrom DOC, with materials and
manpower being provided free of charge. Staff members Jim CrcavaSkew Hardie
recentlyerectedheinformationpanes atthe siteandhave done a fine job.

Panel at the Site of the Mount Aurum Station Homestead

Part of what later became Mount Aurum homestead was built and occupied by
shepherds around 1867. Like many homesteads on high country sheep stations it startec
as a very basic hut and was added to as wives and families came along.

Restoration of this homestead was undertaken by the Department of Conservation
staff, starting in 1994 and completed in 2000. A lot of the work was daoatarily by
DOC staff after hours and others who just had a love of the place. On completion DOC
invited locals and former residents back to see the fruits of their careful labour. What
they found was a relatively comfortable house, as it was when iedchp families,
including the Lambies, Macnicols and Sarginsons, who farmed and raised their families
here.Sadlyt hi s valuabl e and admired asset wa

N T e e ) T

The

AR 1 P A s MR ..,

rstor ed homestead

So enjoy this unique place and contemplate the families who called this
home, and the hundreds of others w
tributaries.
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Farming Mount Aurum Station
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Map showing Mt Aur

It is hard to believe now that this rugged land was farmed and provided a living for
several families who farmed Mount Aurum Station in the past.

Merino sheep were farmed for their valuable fine wool and had the resilience to survive
the extreme conditions of heat and cold and thrive on the native grasses on these
mountains.

In 1880 the Waste Land Board designated a holding of 60,000 acres as Mount Aurum
Station and it was leased by David and Euphemia (née Coburn) McKinlay. From then
leaseholders werefhomas Davidson (1886), Henry Augusta Evans (1888), Findlay
McMillan (1890), Andrew Lambie (1899), R.M. Paterson (1917), Archie Macnicol
(1940), Mick and Myrna Sarginson & Bill Jelley (1957), Mick & Myrna Sarginson
(1958), Ted Phipps (1972), the Departinein_ands and Survey (1985) later to become
the Department of Conservati.

In 1902 Andrew Lambie lost 21,000 acres to the McKinlays of neighbouring Ben
Lomond Station when they won an auction for the lease of that part of the property. It
was a severe blow because he lost most of the best landwm Aurum. Lambie sold
Mt Aurum after the dath of his wife in 1917 to R.M. Paterson of Aryburn at
Arrowtown. Duncan Macnicol had been managing the station for Andrew Lambie from
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the age of 17. R. M. Paterson kept him
brother, took over as manager. At age 21 Duncan went to Mossburn to manage another
of R. Mps operties, O6The West Dome. 6

5

MouAturum fadampard

In 1941 Archie Macnicol, a younger brother of Duncan and Colin, bought the Mt
Aurum lease. He and his wife Mona farmed it until 1957. There was no electricity here
and an unreliable telephone service. Lighting was provided by kerosene lamps and
candles. Thir radio was run off a car battery which had to be recharged in Queenstown.
Their washing machine was run with a small petrol motor as were the shearing
machines. There was no woolshed for shearing (previously sheep were driven to
Ayrburn for shearing) sérchie converted the old school into a shearing shed. They
raised their four children here and educated them through the Correspondence School.

In their early days, because it was very cold here with short daylight hours in the
winter, the family would move 20 kms to the upper boundary with the Branches Station.
They took their necessary provisions by packhorse. Even the cow was pressed into
servce, Archie fitting her with a pack saddle. They lived in a small hut there for the
duration of the winter. Later they bought a house at Frankton and would move down
there for the winter and the children attended Queenstown Primary School.

Archie made extra money trapping thousands of rabbits for their skins, shooting deer
for their tails (there was bounty on deer tailsgter there was good money to be made
from deer skins. He also did a small amount of gold mining. Mona made extra money
by providing morning and afternoon teas for the tourists who arrived via the Mount
Cook Tourist Canpanyms twice daily bus trips to Skippers.
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Mt Cook Tourist Company buses in 1950
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In 1957 Mick and Myrna Sarginson bought the Mount Aurum lease in partnership
with Bill Jelley. Within a year they realised the run would not sustain more than one
family, s o Mi ck bought out Bill 6s share.,

Myrna (née McLeod) was raised in Wanaka. In 2012 she wrote about her life at
Skippers for D a rSkippersK friuntgps and dragedhe bdgan by
describing her first Visit to the area
Skippers to check out the sheep run he wanted to buy, up in the mountains, no
neighbours and living alongside a cemetery. No way! The view from SkipperseSadd|
was breatkaking, with the distant mountains and the long narrow road winding its way

along the hillsidesdowno t he valley. We drove throuc
Mick pointing out Lighthouse and Castle Rocks as we passed by. His mother had
compl ete confidence i n her son's drivin

although | did hold my brehatin one or two place€On finally reaching Skippers
Cemetery, snowdrops and daffodils were flowering through the short green grass
surrounding the headstones. It was a very peaceful setting. Driving down the hill we
checked out the homestedidhe Macnicok had a large vegetable garden. There was no
doubt in my mind. | was just as keen as MicktomakdM r um St ati on our

My r nac hainlddr en i nitnhd9frlont gar den

Mick and Myrna raised their four children here with the aid of the Correspondence
School . Myrna appreciated Mickds homest
house, shower, storeroom, a-flyoof meat safe and most important of all, a flush toilet.

But the greatest achievement of all was installing a hgtiFotric power plant for the
homestead. This was a massive achievement done with the help of neighbours Lin
Herron, Joe Scheib, and Alan MacPherson and Max Macnicol. Used mining pipes 3.6
metreslong by 230mmsin diameter were transported by pack horses (two per horse) 4
kms downthrough the very narrow Skippers Creek gorge to the Skippers Creek dam.
From there they were erected above the Skipfeegk bluffs for 300 metres to carry
water to a Pelton wheel which drove the generator. Thenn2skNo. 8 fencing wire
carried the electricity to the homestead.
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