ALL ROUND SERVICES

N THE NMALL

CALL AND SEE US
FOR FRIENDLY SERVICE.

WE WL ARRANGE YOUR TR/PS

wro QUEENSTOWNS
GOLDEN PAST

A LINK WITH

PACKERS ARMS

QUEENSTOWN'S MOST HISTORIC INN

N THE 1862
Y GOLD RUSH -
W RESTORED AND
' MODERNISED

AS A FUNSPOT

Ao = FOR ALL
OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK suasoss
RESTAURANT SEATING 60-70
BAND -~ FULL BAR FACILITIES —

BREAKFASTS, LUNCHES, DINNERS, PRIVATE FUNCTIONS

WEDDINGS ETC,
FOR BOOKINGS FHONE 877m CUEENSTOWN.

AUTUMN, 1883.
ngnificent Assortment of Newest Goods .

IN STOCK AND TO ARRIVE.

R. P. & CO. have received (ex Killarney) DIRECT'FROM CHINA, TO THEIR 01t
! Tea I Tea. ! 133 Packages of Tea! ’

ality of which s unsurpassable and the vendor challenges the proiuction of any approaching it from any houso
New Zealand.  Householders are iuvited to call and get a sample.

150 Goods have been bought most dvantageously, so that purchasers may depend upon getting the best value
obtainable in the district at

. Pritchard & Cos
BUCKINGHAM STREET, ARROWTOWNX.

inllc are eapecially requested to note that there is no other establishment can offer the same inducements to customo
in the above lines, while it is confidently asserted that the Stock of

READY-MADE CLOTHING,

te and Shoes, Saddlery, Groceries, Ironmongery, &e.

Cannot be appronched, for Cheapness and Excellence, by any other Store in Lake County,

tonts for REID & GRAY'’S BEAPING. MACHINES. A Stock on haud at
Dunedin |Prices !

J\J LTURAL MACHINERY.—R. P. & CO. (having opened up direct trading connection with load
London, New York, and Melbourne houses) are prepared to indent every description ol Ay
cultural Tmplements (English, American. or Colonial) only slightly in advance of Manuf
turers’ Prices.

VOIS ON GRAIN, WOOL, &e.—Liberal Advances made upon Growing Crops, Stacks, Waol (]
dee., de,, at Lowest Rates,

ROBERT PRITCHARD & CO.,
JCKINGHAM STREET, ARROWTOWN.
RTANT NOTICE |—=R. P. begs to inform the public that on and aftor MAY 1s

1883, the husiness will Tie conducted under the style of ¢ ROBERT PRITCITARD &
ALL ACCOUNTS owing to or by R. PRITCHARD must Le T
Miately, as new books will be opened from that date.

AlD or ﬂl'l'!lllw-d Lor i

e
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H. CRAIG & CO.,

COACH PROPRIETORS

AND

LIVERY-STABLE-KEEPERS,

Head Office: Peel Street, Lawrence.
Branch Office: Eichardt’s, Queenstown,

MATIL: LINE OF COACEES

FROM
LAWRENCE TO QUEENSTOWN,

AND
PALMERSTON TO CLYDE,
AND INTERMEDIATE PLACES. SEE TIME.-TABLE, PAGES 64, G5.

COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS AND TOURISTS

Supplied with Conveyances of every Description
from Queenstown, Palmerston,
or Lawrence.

SPECIAL COACHES

PROVIDED FOR PARTIES,

TO BNABLE THEM TO VISIT ANY PART OF THE PROVINCE,
wITi

CAREFUL DRIVERS, and at REASONABLE CHARGES.,

- THE QUEENSTOWN COURIER =

The Official Publication of the
QUEENSTOWN AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

TENTH ISSUE - July 1973

Officers of the Society for 1972-73%:
PRESIDENT - Mrs Marygold Miller, 21 Hallenstein 3t.
SECRETARY = MRS Ailsa Smeaton 6 Park St.
TREASURER - Mrs Beth Knowles 27 Hallenstein 3%
COMMITTEE - Dr Bums Watson, Mr Tan Daniel,
lrs Margaret McDonald, Mr John Newman,
Lakes County Museum Representative - Mr Alex Robinsg

Nationzl Travel Assn. Reoresentative -
Mr H.H.J. Miller,

Annual Subscription to the Society - $2.00
'Courier' - included in Subserintion,
orice to non-members - 30 cents.
STORIES or MATERIAL FOR ARTICLES for 'THR COURIER' will be welecome.
Send to any of the avove officers of +the Society.

MES JAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT.

The coming year is to he a momentous one for the Society, an
our invitation to host the New Zealand Federation of Historioal
Societies third annual Conference has been accented. The conventil
is to be held in Queenstown. This will be a big undertaking fop
a small society such as ours as it is our aim to attract all groups
and individuals in any way involved with history and allied mattors
All sessions except the Annual lleeting will be oven to eVeryone,
it is my earnest hoose that through our efforts during the coming
year the Conference will be an outstanding success. Start thinkdn
about it now. Book the date and give it Jour suo.ort during the
months ahead.

Mr Daniel and I have ths preliminary arrangements in hand.
Inere will be pLenty of work for all. The date is FRIDAY, 19 AP
to SUNDAY, 26 A°RIL, 1974, Attendance is expected from all over
New Zealand. All members should attend the weekend's activitlion
and take an active part in hosting visitors.

I look to you all for supsort in the Preparations, and durdng

the weekend of the Conference.
AN, Miller
President.
3
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Report on Annual Conferencg of the

NEW ZEALAND FEDERATION OF HISTORICAL SOCIEIIES.

The Queenstown and District Historical Society was revresented
at the Annual Federation Conference held in Wellington on the 12th
and 1%th May,1973, by Mr Ian Daniel as delegate, and Mrs Beth Knowles
as observer.

Proceedings opened on Saturday morning with registration of
delegates and observers, immediately followed by the official opening
by the Mayor of Wellington, Sir Francis Kitts. There were about
sixty people vresent, and Sir Francis presented an interesting and
anusing outlook on matters historical. Two items he mentioned
particularly attracted our attention, these were references to
Chinese police on Central Otago Goldfields, and a story of a Mayor
ol Arrowtown who beat up Bully Hayes.

The opening and welcoming speeches were followed by an address
by lir Charles Fearnley on architectural features of Wellington building
nbtyles since its beginnings. He mentioned many features peculiar
lo Wellington, especially the lack of cornices and parapets,which were
romoved when it became clear that they were a hazard in an earthquake,
und the early attempts to malke wood look like stone. He also indicated

points to look for with anplication throughout New Zealand, such as
the variety of picket fences and finials on gavles which are charact-
eriatic of individual carpenters working in particular areas, and
pometery architecture and inscriptions as indicitative of the the
thinking of the time. A lively discussion after the lecture brought
forward some interesting points.

After morning tea Mr C.R.H. Taylor, vast director of the Alexander
Turnbull Library, displayed and talked about bibliographies and books
ol reference dealing with New Zealand and the South faqific, many
oompiled by himself. His deep knowledge of and dedication to his
subject resulted in a most scholarly lecture. )

gaturday afternoon was devoted to a bus tour of Central Wellington
und dnoluded old dwellings, important research buildiags, Old 5t Paul's
which was unfortunately closed for wewiring, and the Wellington Harbour
Noard's Museum of Maritime History which is particularly well worth
o vielt.

The Annual Meeting began at 7.30 p.m. with 14 Delegates and 20
Ohmervera present, deven Socleties tendered their apologies.
he Prosident, Mr Arthur Moore, opresented a full reporp and was later
re-oleoted, which will allow him the pleasure of chairing the next

nnual Mesbing to be held in Queenstown, a venue which he hgd promoted
to further his aim of "Pederating" as many South Island Societies as
wumlble,

| Mhe deoimion to hold the Conference for 1974 in Queenstown was an
lmporbant Ltem for um. e oconcensus of opinion was that the distance

fyom nopthern centres would bhe of little moment, the desire to attract
pouthern Booletlies being of prime importance. We muat therefore make
avery sndesvour to enocurage obher South Islend Historical BSocieties

o abbtend, At lemsl ap obaerveras. .
UhhnL pusiness w.loh gave rise to full discuseion included the

inanoial position of the Pederation, (it will be almost non-financial
ey ﬂr&nginu‘ﬁhn third Journnll, the role of the Jqurpal, and the
weed for mors oonbtelbulors to newsletters, methods of finance, and
Wwiloes of motion whioh paved Lhe wayto agreement that the Federation

100 ! the annual meeting clomed at 10.45 p.m. with the
:2¥?ﬁaf"3tr 2::§.dh mi. arﬁ 1hnh anoh uooieh{mhud fairly contributed
[\ |

a ranning of the apabion, and the reslization of its objectives
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for the coming jear.

Sunday morning began with a lecture by Nr 3teohan O0'Refan, of
Wellington Teachers' College, on bpre-Eurovean Occupationaf the
vellington area. He was deeply involved with his subject, and, in
soite of lack of knowledge on our part of local factors and Maori
tribal names and terms used, he held his audience enthralled for a
full hour, giving a resume of modern theory on Maori origins, tribal
movements and genealogies, and the intdcacies of land ownership
and occupation.

After morning tez 45 peoile embussed for a tour through Wellington,
Hutt Valley, Pauatahanui, Paremata, Johnsonville, Ngaio, and back
to Wellington. In spite of rather iiclement weather it was a most
enjoyavle trip, arranged and co.mentated by kr Bob Keyer, autror of
"All Aposrd" and numerous other titles. Higzhlights of the tour
were stops at Wallaceville Blockhouse (built in 1860 as a refuge for
Upoer Hutt farmers), S5t Josedh's Catnolic Church, Pauatahanui,
(opened in 1898, and notable for the 'poor men's' stained glass),
and the Bt Alvan's Church of Bngland, oocened in 1888.

A sumptuouns lanch was provided for us in the Psuatshanui
Commuanity Hall oy Mr O'Regan and some of the Teacher's College students,
alter which we moved on to Paremata and the ruins of the old Barracks,
and on via Porirua, tne Old Main Road, through Johnsonville and
Khandallah, with stops and commentaries on the way, and fimally we
reached Chew's Cottage in Ngaio where we stonped for afternoon tea
an the guests of John and Judy 3iers and the local Historical 3ociety.
Mr and NMrs 3iers have restored this wooden home beautifully to a
state 1t probavly hasn't known since it was built in 1865 for John
Ohew from Lancashire, who was a sawmiller, engineer and enterorising
business man in Wellington till his death in 1888.

This varied and comprehensive tour in effect brought the Confer-
ence to a close, as most of ti.e oeople had to leave immediately to
oateh their transport home, and a counle of taxis were enough to
take the few remaining on a "City Lights" tour that evening. However
all who attended the Confereunce would, I think, agree that the week-
end had achieved the objectives oi the Federation, esoecially those
of stimalating interest in New Zealand history, aand of disseminating
newsa of, and help for, constituent 3Jocieties. We felt that vossiblry
greater publicity could have created more interest in the community
generally, and srovided an opportunity for stating a unified pokiey
on historical matters.

Our aims for the 1974 Conference must be the gathering together
of aw many Hiptorical 3ocieties as vogsible, and disseminating
publielty of the Conference as a national voice. Enjoyment of the
Uonference by those attending will follow naturally, as it did in
Wellington, if we organise a programme as varied and interesting as
theirs was. With our historical resources in the district this
should be well within our casabilities.

Ian Daniel.
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Glenorchy outing

The Society's field trip to Glenorchy on 3aturday, April 14th,
was a most enjoyable and interesting outing. Twenty-six adults and
three children came, wnfortunately not quite enough to cover the
eXDPenses. H & H Motors provided a most comfortable bus and the
driver co-operated fully with our stops and starts, and was a
congenial and interested additiun to the varty. The weather was
only middling - the sun cameout for our lunch stop, but otherwise
it tended to be overcast with a chill wind.

Our thanks are due to lr Fergie HefFernan, who joined us at
Glenorchy, and was a most entertaining and knowledg=able Courier
from then on. To liss Rose Grant who allowed us to vicnic at the )
beautiful old Haides garden, and who Jjoined us tpererwith a collection
of interesting early ohotograshs. To Mr Jim Reid who took over the
microphone at various ocsoints of interest oan the way uo, anq Who )
finally gave us a comsrehensive history of the scheelite mining in
the district. To Nr Doug Knowles who outlined the early climbing
and exploration, and to Mr Doug., Scott, who with his w%fe joined us
at Rees Valley Station, and who recounted for us the history of the.
early runholders. These peoole 'made tre day' for us, and_traﬂscrlgts
of their talks printed in the following pvages should be of interest
to our readers.

THE. GLENORCHY OUTING.

Scheelite
[HE GLELOROHY 3CHLBLITE PIBLD.

Contributed by Mr Jim Reid.

Queenstown.

jcheelite was [irut koown to the early diggers in the.1860'§ as
the "White Maori', and due to its weight it clogged u» their sluice
boxes and was of no eommerelinl value.

The firat minlng on a commercial basis was during the 1880's on
the Glenorehy mine reef oy m syndicate headed by Prof. Ulrich of the
Utago School of llinen, Thio syndicate drove in on the reef for
100 foot and mtoposd 44 out to the surface, This area was apparently
vary rioh and the Lfiret ore wvas hand nagned and sent away in boxes‘on
anlling bonta from Wlan<et Bny, which leo a sheltered bay about a mile
aild n half south of the Glenorchy wharf, dubsequently a flvg head
battory was Lostalled on the present aite of toe bnttery.remalns! and
a deay rond ouwt elght from Dlanket Lay to the mine. This road is
ahill dn use boday. he battery wam bullt on the oresent site to
anable water from m race out In the 1860's from Stoney Creek to the
Muoklerburn to be used ap a neans of noyer and wash water7 7
bhe conaentrate at tide verlod was oaly £25 to £30

The orloe of
par Lon.

After Sroffs Uledleh the Gledorohy mine was hield by Geo. Watson
and practloally ne work was done durlng, the seriod 1890-1905.

Lk 10905 the mine was baken uo by my father and his brother,

! ' ar Threeowood
Gaorge and Jamen Held of Quesngtown, and Huhu{t Lee of Threex 5
h;h;“Hu ;u.‘nnd Wi R wurhud vary sugosaafally from 1905 until the end
of the Gresl War in 1910, ' .
Durdng this period bhe Bonny Jean Co (named after Mrs Aitken of
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Paradise House), of which John Kirkland of Invercargill was one of
the principals, commenced operation, and at this reef there was
another battery established, three miles beyond the Glenorchy kine,
Other mines acquired during this period were Nit MeIntosh, Heather
Jock, Alaska, Boozer, and, during the 1914-18 War, Paradise Nine

at the top end of Mt Alfred was ovened up and a third battery
erected, It is also of interest that the first air drills ever
used at Glencrchy were at the Paradise Mine. These were driven
by a huge keposene engine. Also the first electric light at
Glenorchy was generated at the Glenorchy battery. Mei.y high claims
were worked over the above period and in most cases the scheelite
concentrate was bought by the Glenorchy Coy, thus enat.ling working
parties to sell small lots. Most of these workings could only be
worked in the summer months, and anyone who wanted winter employment
could get under-ground work in the Comvany's holdings.

Before the Great War the Jrincipal market for shheelite was
Germany, and after the outbreak of war the British Government
commandeerdd all scheelite to avoid it falling into enemy hands.
The price was around 250 ner ton. This was carried on until 1919
when the Glenorchy Coy was informed that the price would cease.

It would be a.proorizte at this Juncture to record the following
story, which has never been recorded:

Shortly after the end of the war the Clenorchy Scheelite
Mining Co. was adviwed that all concentrates had to be at Bluff by
a date about a month away . There was great activity by all
concerned to get as much as pogsibvle treated and away by this date.
Word was then received that the concentrate had to catch a boat at
Port Chalmers a few days earlier than the previous date for Blugg.
(Geo. Reid went to Dunedin to see how they could vossibly get this
concentrate (45 tons§ to Port Chalmers at the latest vossible date
and was not very successful in arranging anytiing. He was returning
on the Kingston train and told his troubles to the guard whom he
knew. The guard thought for a few minuies and then said, "Order
three Mortuary Vans to be at Kingston; anr they must g0 through
with the Express regardless of what they carry." This was done
mnd a few miners were sent to Kingston on the boat to help the crew
load the 45 tons of scheelite into the Mortuary Vans. This was
done successfully and away went the scheelite to Dunedin. The vang
were attached to a Port Chalmers passe.ger train and straight to the
Port and caught the boat.

Prom this period the market really slumbped and very little work
was done during the 1920's. During the thirties there was slight
revi¥al and a number of men on the Subsidy Mining Scheme during the
depre:sion started mining, and quite a few of these were successful.

The overations of the Company were intermi.tant and Geo. Reid
retired in the mid thirties, and the activities of the Glenorchy Co.
were carried on for a year or two under the maneagement of Dave Wylie,
but the company did not brosper @fter the Great War.

When the second World War started the W.Z. Government took over
the Glenorchy and Paradise mines as a war effort, and several working
parties worked the high country, some quite successfully. Once the
war was over the Mines Department pulled out and removed all mining
oquipment of any use from Glenorchy. From then on only a few
remained on the field until the A.C.I. Company came to an arrangemont
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with the Mines Department and reooened some workings, and test bored
the reefs in many places and found the extension of the reef at the
northern end. They carried out develooment work at this end and
found some good ore, but no actual mining took nlace. After
spending a huge sum of money operations were suddenly suspended

and this is still the position today. +

0ld hands are of the opinion that if this huge amount of money
had been spent mining, rich patéhes would have been encountered, and
the picture could have been much brighter than it is today.

Scheelite being very patchy is very easily missed by inches.
This has been proved on numerous occaslons in the past when drives
have been driven right around patcheas, and they were not found for
years after. It is no exaggeration to state that there is still in
the Glenorchy field many times more unworked reef than the areas
worked.

When war broke out in 1914 the Glenorchy Company had 10 ton of
scheelite on the High Seas consigend to g German firm at Hamburg.
This was torpedoed and lost, and of course the company wrote it off,
In the early 1920's the German company to whom it was consigend paid
for it in full, which was a real windfall for the Glenorchy Company.

THE . UPPER  WAKATT U

Upper Wakatipu sheep Runs RUNS

contributed by Mr Doug. Scott
Rees Valley Station

Gilbert Rees and him partners ran sheeo at the Head of the Lake
for a short time until, when the ;o0ldfields started he had his lease
cancelled and this country was held as a mining reserve, he took
them back down to Queenasbown to his head station. The land then lay

Ldle until the leame of the "North Station", as that area was called
by Rees, was bought by Joln and Thomas Butement in 1866. "North
Btation" extended from Twenty-five Mile Creek tc the Predipice Creek,

and the Butements mlso had all the country between the Rees and
Dart Riveras.

A blacksmith in Queenstown named Bridges had an area of land in
the upper Reen whioh he freeholded. One of his reasons for doing
this was that he thought he could also run his sheep and cattle on
the land beyond by mtopping neople golng through his freholding.

[n the early 1870'a the land laws were changed and fresh application
for the freoehold had te be made. Bridges did not bother to reapply
and wold hiw mtook to Wither, who wam famrming near lMoke Lake, and
bhiem to Cepll Peak whichy In partnership with Bendix

who toolk
Hullengtein, he was then stooking, mnd was the first to take up the
Jeodl Peuk rmun.

fatemonts mogquired the lend Bridges owned, and also runs 14, 18
mid 19, known respeotively as “"Temple Peak", "Rees Valley" and
e gl aw" A wall an these the Butement brothers had taken up
Moutebum' in 1068, o that by the early 1870's they held the

graging elghte to pragtiosnily all the land in the Uoper Wakatipu
aren.' The sxoeptlon wua the Caples Valley or "Birchdale" run, which

woi btaken up by John Ven Tunelemann in 1868 and held for about ten
yonra.

w1 v

The Butement bartnership dissolved after several years during
a period of low wool prices,and John Butement carried on alone until
about 1887 when another veriod of low wodl prices and increasing
rabbits forced him to abandon his head of the Jbake holdings.

in his heyday when he wanted shearers, Butement would adjourn
to Queenstown where he put up a notice to say that he could be
geen at Eichardt®s Hotel by anyone wanting shearing. When he had
a sufficient number he would bring them up the lake to start the
shearing. In the shed he would sit on the end of the shearing
board with his watch in his hand and when the hour came he would
announce, "Now you can start', and "Now you can stop", and so on
during the whole day.

The Routeburn Run had been abandoned by Butement earlier than -
the runs on the east side of the Dart, and it was taken up by
Ludemann for some years.

With the departure of Hohn Butement from the scene the various
runs he held were taken up as separate holdings in most cases, or
lay idle for a time. The land between the Twenty-five Mile Creek
and the run now known as Wyuna was teken over by Stewart Duke;
Wyuna by Coomer for a time; the Precipice run was unoccuiied for
gome years until taken up by Alexander Mackenzie who later acquired
Wyuna as well, and the holding all went under the name of "Wyuna".

"Temple Peuk! went to Findlay McMillan for a short time and then
to George Malton, who was fond of foxgloves and scattered their
geed about the hills. The results can be seen today by the many
foxgloves in the area. Geo. Fubton was the grandfather of Dr Fulton
who has been on the Otago Hospital Board in recent times.

'Rees Valley' became the property of W.H.Valpy & Son, and 'Barnslaw'
wae retained by the New Zealand Land Co for a while, and then Valpys
nogquired it. Valpy is an old Otago name, end at one time the family
owned most of the Anderson's Bay area of Dunedin.

Mt Alfrd, an isolated hill betwean the Rees and Dart rivers,
was run by Andrew Fraser for many years but was bought by ®*Barnslaw'
in the early 1900's. After lying idle for some time the 'Birchdalae'
run was taken over by Hector Fraser. :

The Valpy's abandoned 'Rees Valley' and 'Earnslaw' after about
ten years owing to the increasing number of rabbits. 'Rees Valley'
became the property of James Dunnery, and eventually 'Earnslaw' was
taken up by the McBride family. T

This was the »osition of things about the turn of the century

and, although there have been many changes over the ensuing yeals,
the boundaries of the ruas have remained substantially the same.

This article only deals with the big runs, but during the
late 1870's, after Butement went out, a great deal of the
flat land in the valley was surveyed into farms and small holdings,
and there were far more people farming there then there are today,
and this was when the Hains family settled ih the district. The
wheel is turning full circle, and today most of the farms are again
part of the big runs.

NOTE:
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EXPLORATION AND CLIMBING

: c ; by Mr Doug. Knowles
mountaineering geological surveys 8&H6P5ﬁ?fh Pnsensthon,

According to W.G.McClymont in "The Exploration of N,Z." the main
feature of Otago Exploration in 1859-60 was that the squatters
breceded the surveyors and that their tracks all converged on Lake
Wakatipu. )

In the summer of 1857-58 David McKellar journeyed up the Oreti
River into the Von, and was thus the first Buropean to set eyes on
the upver vortion of Walkatiou. Further exploration of the Mavora,
Eglinton and Greenstone valleys were carried out by McKellar angd
George Gunn a few years later,

With the great motivity by squattera to find suitable_land_for
sheep, and the arguments that naturally arose over boundaries, it
was essential that a survey of the vast hinterland of the southern
lakes area be carrled out as soon as pogsible. During 1861-63
the Survey Deoartment engaged James McKerrow in an exploratory )
reconnaissance gurvey of the lake district, which covered a region
of 3-4 million acres and gix large lakes. This was a tremendous
achievement as he surveyed 500 square miles of country from Lake
Hawea to Feveaux Stralt.

this time gold had been discovered and miners ?ook over thg
role Eg the squattgru In exnloriag new country. _E&ﬁmlpent among iem
ls P.Q.Caples, who, orosaling west from the Dart Riven, dlscovered_and
named the Hollyford, On m pecond attempt he crossgd the head of the
@reenatone River and followed the Hollyford to Martlns Bay: Capnles
oprefully prospected oresks and river begches without finding ﬁold,
but of lasting mervice wam hie maoping "in a marvellous manner" the

cowntry he traversed in bLhe summer of 1863,

In 1861 James Heotor was engaged to carry out a geological survey
of the provinoce whioh ineluded finding a routedrom the west.coas?.
After two tripes from Wanwks and up the Matukituki he went via shio to
Marting Bay, travelled up the lHollyford, over a%addle, down the Green-
ptone, and mo to Quesnwtown, which he reached on October 4,1863, Where
he waa recelved with the grestest enthusiasm. (Many of our endemic
plants are named after leoter and his assistant Buchanan, )

Avcording to MoOlymont, theé.sxplération by A.J.Barringtqn and a
oarty of miners of the eomolioated aountry between the Hollyigrd and
the ﬂunnL, uping the head of Wakatipu as their bnse, "accomplished one
of the finewt pleces of exploration in N.%. history",

( y 'The Early

Maller desoriptions of all the above can be found in '7
Bxploration of N.4.* by W.0, MoQlymont, and 'rhe History of Otago',
by Al Molidntoolk,

1 1 of Walka ti dominated
Ulimbing, Al all viewa of the head of Lalke Wakatipu are i
'h:l M 'F!‘Er'nuluw on the Morbes range between the Dart and Rees river
vhlluyn. LY may be of Interest to trace the history of major ascents
of the pealk, "
o8 T March 1882, when

Mountalnesring in Otago nay be sald Qn date from " i

e Mn;. W-N.Urunnf him Uwﬁnn pudde V., Kaufmen, and Swiss friend Emil

homs, wore persuaded by W.M,lHodgkine (Frances Hodgkins father) to make

. Vet ) from reaching
o wltemol on the pealk, Had weather prevented them I
ﬂnyhuv Lhan budu Iy ineduded in the party was Harry Blrlfy, ghoin
Wik Ehe gulde for all parties that attempted to climb BEarmslaw during
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the next few years. On ths 16th March, 1890, Harry Birley ma
the first successful ascent of the East Pea:: from the Reegs Val
via the Birley Glacier, On his return he tolg how he had rui
a cairn on the top 'and ieft a pent shilling in g bottle, but f
residents of Glesorchy would not believe him, Two years late
the second ascent via the same route was made by Malecolm Rogg
his brother Kenneth, ang they found the bottle with the shilli
thus verifying Birley's claim. Most ascents of Earnslaw are
still made via thig route.

The first ascent of the ridge of East Peak, between the Re
and Earnslaw Burn was made oy an English ciimber, L.li,Earle ane
varty, in 1909, The more difficalt “est Peak of Earnslaw wag
climbed by H.F.Uright and J.Robertson from the Rees on the 7Tth
February, 1914,

The first ascent of Jest Peak from the Dart, and the secon
“agcent of the peak, was made by A.Jackson, J.A.3im, J.D.Knowlaoy
and W,5.Gilkison on the 28th Decenber, 1932, followed by the i
traverse of both East and West Peaks by A.Jackson and V.3.Gilki
on the 11th January, 1933,

Since the N.32, Alpine Club built a hut on YWrights Col at
7,000£t many and varied routes on voth /est and East Peaks have
baen made by eontemporary mountaineers.

Mr Heffeynan'sg lively commentary as we went along gave uy &
insight dnto the lives of pact generations of settlers, inecludipr
the Maories - although the latter are thought to have been madod
transients, on théir way to and from the West Coast in search of
greenatone. He pointed out the site of an. encampment on the u
slde of the Dart River, and took us to the site of a fortified F
on Camp Hill wrich was of comparatively recent date, about tha
early 1800's, angd thought to have been occunied by North Island
greenatone geekers who fortified it against more southern tribem
further back nearer Glenorchy he showed us a Hoa hunters sltae
carbon dated back to aoout 1200 A.D., but this had unfortunataely
been used as a gravel pit during early roadmaking activities,
which had ruined its archaelogical value. However many Maopl
artifacts have been revovered from the district, notaoly the

collection made by kr Hains which is now in the Otago Museun,

! He also interested us with his account of the formation of
"fhe Hillocks". This is an area near tre site of the new Durt
Bridge where the naddocis are dotted over with rounded grasay
hillocks. Trese, Mr Hef.ernan tolg us, have each a roclk core
round which dust is deposited Trom the frequent sandstorms whiol
blow down from the Dart river bed, building up to these distinotl
mounds. The result is most unusual and pvicturesque.
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. THATCHER IN QUEENSTOWN
Thatcher - Entertalnerh—o'—

Charles Robert Thatcher, the celebrated entertainer, first oume
to New Zealand in February 1862. He had made his name singing to Lhe
niners at Bendigo and Ballarat, and wher. gold was discovered in Otajo
he followed® the rush. For six months Thatcher and his wife, Annie
Vitelli, sang to the diggers in Dunedin's Commercial Hotel. They
then moved on to tour Christchurch, iellington, Auckland and Navpler,
but at the bepinning of 1863 they were bacic among the Otago gold digpen

Bully Ha{es, the noted oirate, had bought the United States Holel '

by H. Roth.

ut Arrowtown (then called Foxtown) and he engaged "the inimitable
[huteoher" and Madame Vitelli to sing on the opening night, They A
romalied there for some weeks ovut then decided to move on to more
oongenial surroundings. On the last day of february Thatcher arrived

In Queenstown, an event rejorted in the Otaro Dail Times in language
tnat mast delight atudents of New Zealand slang. "Thatcher", renorte
he paper, "intends to come out to-night, on his 'own hook', in his |
‘own erdib', aid inatead of ‘blooming in the valley® make a s»urt upon
ihe Lake,"

Thatoher's 'own orib' was a oublic hotel he ovened in Beach gtreet,

nolapge bullding with his name inscribed across the front, but his
plngtng wan done eleewhere, at Clement's Theatre Royal. "I have not
aoan him ae yel serving behind the bar," revorted the Southland News
aoprrepnandent on Bth Aorll, "and observe that he sings at another olace
ln "the Royal', I conclude, tlerefore, that the 'public' is a spec
and that the ginging 4s vaid for." Thatcher's concert room, which
held wwards of four hundred, was a huge calico tent, with rough boards
foy the reserved seats and the bare ground to stand on for the shilling
e here was a bar at the ead ovrosite the stage, and while Thatcher
Booketed the enbtrance money, the landlord made his profit from the
drinkera,

Airide Vitelll sang sweet traditional ballads, accompanied by a [¥
blaidal on a harmonium, but Thetcher mede up his own songs, using
Famlline tunea, He oalled them"Locals" because they were based on

bonlonl svants and sommented on local jroblems, with no regard for
"Hiw looml songs have taken exceedingly well," reported

Bepvaonallilen,

the Otago U?le Tineg in mid-March, "and he has already attacked two
Brlevalioes vvnnauuﬂ va of bthe persons concerned in the matter, viz.
Ghe prios given for gold, advising the miners to deposit it and take
Ll away, and tha other the ment monopoly. The Invercargill escort 5
Han alao bewin mede the sabjeot of merriment, and has taken well.

W Hows haw oome in for some hard hits, and the songs draw crowded
Hotimed nlpghtly,"

HWin anranablo oonments on the gold escort were to cause some
Grauble,  Thatoher held up to ridicule the Southland authorities who 4
hwd wbabloned an agent in Queenstown to buy up gold and send it to
Fverenrgtdl, wather then to Dbunedin, "The Invercargill escort with

Blghlh tranpera wid a oapacious wagon had the inglorious task of carrying
down only 600 o, of ﬁniﬂ," reported the Otago Daily Times (which was
hardly an tmosebinl observer in this mattery. "More painfu% perhaps

b0 Whe worthy broopers that open attack is the storm of ridicule with
Whioh Ghey wie Amanlled, ALl along the road, and even in Invercargill,

lila dlunr¥fuﬁhlnn himhween the dmpooing cortege and the few ounzes of
hrenaire 14

WA L0 aharge Le the subject for any amount of 'chaff',{

'y - 11 -

- and on the Lake Goldfields itself, it appears the Invercargill
‘escort is the stock joke."

m

- . Bdward Jackson, the Southland Provincial agent, took strong
\excevtion to Thetcher's attacks, esieclally when the singer, in
;another of his "Locals", suggested that the huge Invercargill gold
safe would be better used to store potatoes and that Jackson should
‘set up as a potato merchant rather than gold buyer. The two men
nearly came to blows, but J:uckson orudently declined an invitation
( to settle the matter like gentlemen,,in a fist fight on the Terraces,
¢ for Thatcher was a big man, almost sixteen stones in weight, and
iwell able to take care of himself. Instead, Jackson tock Thatcher
‘to court. The case was heard in the last week of A.ril vefore
Mr Wood, the Commissioner, who fined Thatcher twenty shillings for
‘using threatening language.

! Abouti two hundred people crowded outside the court, and Thatcher
i who thought the whole osroceedings a huge joke, used tiem that same
 gvehing in a highly effective new "Local. "fhe ease with which
. ese trifles are thrown off is something surorising," commented

«1e Southland News sourly. "It is amusing to cbserve how well
everybody relishes the wasp-like attack of this man,  when directed
upon others, and how they exclaim when the sting is turned at them.
‘Nothing escases; the lowest characters are held uo as well as the
‘highest, and a coarse innuendo is thrown in oceaslonally to sult

the 'mob'." Ap he had done elmewhere on his travels, Mnteher
published a seleotion of hiws local wsonge in a little ol t-covered
booklet, Coplea of this *n&ﬂ,?,h&blﬂQ»ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂxu which was orirted
in Dunedin, are noy nxunutluﬁW,rurﬁ.
; In June and July Lhere were heavy floods in Quee . stown. Mining
-was almost suspended, bthers was & Lrade de remalon, and Mhatoher
decided to leave for Australis, whan they ware first arrived in
Queenstown, he and Madame Vitelli had aeb up houss in two tente at
the back of the township, bul wg Lha money kept rolling in, thay
moved into more affluent guarters, Home indlestion of thelr atyle
| of living can be gained from an adve tisement wl.ioh apnaurad in the
Lake Wakatip Mail of 18th Julys
"Munday, 20th July.
Al Two o'olook sharp.
[mportant Sale,
At Nr Thateher's Private Residenc. .,
feuben Harrls haw recelved lostruotions from Lin Thatoher, (who
Lla leaving for Melbourne), to sell by Publie Auetion, on londay,

July 20th, at Iwo o'elock sherp, on the premises

The whole of that geatleman's Valuable Effectas

comprising -

Brandy, gin, old tom

Oilcloth, decanters, kerosene lampa

Lamp glasses, vink glaze lining

Candles, salt, wicks, potatoes

Stove (No.6) complete

Large tent, household utensils, &e.

1 large diamond pin, 1 gold necklace

1 do.do. ring, 1 silver concert -flute

1 gold watch and

The whole of his Magnificent Library, Just imvorted.
The Auctioneer, in guiumitting this Valuable Library to the
Public, would remark that it ia gseldom a chance like this
resents iteself to acquire such valuable Works. 'he whole will

© on view on thé morning of the sale, and will be mold without Sease
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the slightest reserve.”

Thus, after six months of g very successtul season, Thatcher and
Madame Vitelli decarted for Melbourne via the Rluff, but early in
1864 they were back in Invercargill to start another New Zealand
tour, Thatcher visited the Jest Coast goldfields in 1865 and
he sang to the miners at the Thames in 1869, during his third
tour of New Zealand. He then retired from the stage to oven an
art shos in London. In 1878 he died of the cholera in Shanghgﬁ,
8till only 47 years old. :

The following is one of Thatcher's "Locals" sung on the stage o;
the Royal Theatre in Beach Street, Queenstowa. The Garrison Hall

later reoplaced the Royal Theatre, and the site is now vartially builf
Tune - 'The Irish Washerwomanf.

On by 0'Connell's Hotel,

Gold's a wonderful thing; what a change it ean make;
Who'd have thougnt we shou'd have ever come to this lake?
Like magic there sorings uy a populous town,

And hundreds to get gold here settling down.

Lord! how it must knock off his serch, lr Rees,

To wre such @ township and ouildings like tlese;

hen a few monthe ago here he was alone,

And the news of the goldfields néar lake was unknown.

Mt just look around and you will quickly behold,
The magionl ohanges effected by gold;

e keeo ahifting about, and a fellow's pernlexed;
e queation 48 where ahall we have to rush next.
enn settled down hers on thio nice quiet station,
e lake was then s nlace of ocalm degolation;

He'd arossed the Shotover, his cattle to find

Ol Uhat nuggets ware there never entered his mind.

Hia ahepherds hers dnllf unooasclously trod,

Over nu gate of gold IY g hid in the sod;
And Heen drove his bullooks, and branded away,
Naver thinking what moi ey they'd fetch him one day.

Ihe ahed w lah was yonder, of stores now chock full,
Wha bhe oleos Ghat he sheared and collected his wool;
Al BAn aahosner that's made lots of tin - no mistake,
UNed fo falte dewn hie vool to the footof thre lake;

And Dealey, his man, who went in for a smurt,

Al the vaoes, and rode in a fine soarlet shirt,

HUW BB Bne, mid was suoh a qulet old cock

A Bpanded the onlves and looked after the stock

HePgsant Bpwe'ien uL'MnH.innh had not left the force;
Wh wam ko e Llue goat and baton of pourse,

APLngbng saves o Ghe bar of thelr country, I vow -

T n ﬂl,FirIHh B Whough he wiohea them now,

LE w suve wal onos drank fer eant Bracken, you wee,
Jilg !Ix h g: OF him saying "94r, Just come with me",
My rf Liahy now at Whelr weakness he winls; )

He natled 4 ghue, now he spunplies them with drinks.

-

Now Rees has been doing a fine little game -

If in his position perhaps we'd do the same -

Its natural for him or any other man,

To get for his meal here as much as he can,
There's an ozd saying, and its true as its quaint,
The devil is not quite so black as folks paint.
Thatcher rambles about and he frequently sees,
Lots of sguatters that aint half so decent as Rees.

THE HAWGING OF MATT DVYER

Contributed by
Mr Keith Grant,

Lake Hayes.
It hapoened at Lower Shotover School, probanly around the
year 1884-85,

In attempting to reconstruct the chain of events that led up
to the eventual hanging of Matt Dwyer, I have to rely on hazy
memories of what was related to me many ygears ago by my family,
and so there will be a certain amount of suvnosition in the story.
[noldentally, my family was well versed about what did happen
beonuse one, or maybe two, of my uncles were ringleaders, and T
know that it was Grandfather who dealt out the punishment to his
members of the guilty lynching party, and the ocunishment was
never forgotten. But on with the story.

There is nothing on record whatsoever to suggest why Matt
Dwyer should have been singled out to be hung, and probably Matt
himself, least of all, had any greater understanding than anyone
else. But, you see, at the time of the hanging, excitement
would have been running high and maybe some tempers frayed, because
maybe the "Redskins" had actually beaten the "Palefacagh, And
médybe Matt (who incidentally was fighting with the Redskins) was
actually the Big Chief himself? Or maybe his facial features
likened him, more than anyone else in his tribe, to being very
much like a Sioux Chief®? Or verhaos it could well have been the
fact that Matt was a straight shot when it came +o pvelting the
Palefaces with well-aimed Shotover clods, so it went agzinst him
when defeat eventually came. ®

We don't know really who defeated who, or whether the fight
ended in a draw, but time was running out, school bell time was
getting near, so hurried decisions had to be made if the Palefaces
were to remain supreme, and apparently the Redskins had no say in
the matter at all! It was thePalefaces, beaten or not, who
decreed that there was to be g hanging, and that Matt Dwyer (being
a Redskin) was the one who should hang! b

You see, the preparation for the big fight would have gone
on for many days up on the top terrace above the school in the big
deep pits which deepened even more as clods were ssaded out and
atacked around the perimeter in readiness for the great ocecasion,
(Yes, we re-enzcted this same procedure in my day in the szme pite,
but our war did not makehietory.) Then, on the important day,
midday lunches were dealt with in mach haste, and each side
hurried to their respective pits.

Hanging of Matt Dwyer - keith grant
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At the time of the application, there did not appear to be any
real obstacles in tie pathway tovards a final decision bveing made.
Since then, however, progress has been at a standstill, and the
latest suggested size of area for the park that has been nut forward
by the Lands and Survey Dent. is 160 acres!! The Society can only
regard this suggestion as hoveless and useless; in short an insult
to a mighty area.

Mentioned in the brief history with the avplication, was the
fact that occunation of the area started in 1862 and lived on for
46 years. Exactly 111 years after the arrival of the first miners
monuments still stand in tneir varied forms - miles of water races,

roads, tracks, massive machinery, tunnels carved into hard rock faces,

all depicting the pattles that took place in order to extract gold
from underground. Given reasonable protection, these monuments

will live on, but this Society is well aware of the need to hurry

up with the plan to save what is left, as in only these last few
months valuable artifacts have been removed from the area where
mining took place, and lower down in the old town site, indescribable
nnd inexcusable destruction has occured to remaining stone walls

and chimneya.

The Twelve Mile quartz mining area to the north of the town aite
of Macetown, 4s unigue in that it is contained within an almost
odroular mountaln rim which maintains an average height of 5,500 £t
nbove mea level, and all water sheds and deep gullies drain out to
one oommon gatewsy at the junction of Scanlans Creek and the
L1 ahbuen e whole 1dea behind the large area park was to clearly
define o nll soncerned (whether it be Park wardens or sightseers)
pxnotly where the boundaries were to be located. In this case the
waler ahed at the bottom and the rim at the top. Any attemast to
pubebliah & halfway line could only result in chaos.

Above mll 40 Lo dmportant that what remains  historic mining
maohinery ahould atay Ln the area of the vrovosed pzrk to where it
Wis Laken An the flrat place by extreme difficulty, and not to be
pemoved (ag lse beoo mptly described recently by one verson) to where

il lowds of dlatnberessted travellers can view it in the super-market.

Ao bl tmoorbant apnect of the large area park, of which most
of bhe Blaterlonl HBoolety are aware is the fact that a complete

aubhsntio hlabory of Macstown and the Twelve Mile has been written
and will be published shortly. This work is the result of some

flve o wix yunrs of intenpe research and covers the 46 years of
Wining, svery nasatlon thut took place, and every mine that operated
within il vim", When Ul le work becomes available to the public

wiy donbersated peprson will be able to enter the park area and system=-
phionlly folluw bhe worddnge of most of the old mines.

Ad auoh holiduy peason oanwses by it leaves yet anotherfsign of
Aupbrusbion tn the Maoetown aren. There is no notice to advise
Gl et b nol e destivoy op remnove.

Mnally, Whe soneeph of 8 160 nere park at Macetown solves no
anlatiing urbﬁJnml. 16 would net warrant the oresence of a warden

hugnias Pepavsl ofF valusble artefaotes oould be taking place outside
30 ap ’lﬂitl lga ;f paile in the aream is not to be controlled
by o wardai, s 8 "

by
b

- T i

[he BEditor,
"wue nstown Courier™

Low and Mc Gregor

lladam,
Low and lMeGregor

_ !The stztement has ceen repeated in several histories that Low
apg MeGregor, the resuted discoverers of gold ia the Arrow, in
1862, were.latgr the owners of "Burwoogd" and "Mararoa" sta%ions
_ From inguiries now aeariag completion, it is clear that this
étatementlls only nartly correct. Joha licGregor did have an
}nterest in these sroerties, but his osartner was not his brother-
%n-}aw,.Thomas Champion Low (his »artner at the Arrow), but his
Fa?ner-ln-lgw, Thomas Constable Low. The coafasion between two
I'.C. Lows, father and son, may be readily uiderstood;
— ggdt?§6gho%e Low gaiily Emigrated to New Zealand between

: ” ;ive below the mily 3 3
155 reconstrlét g b family tree, as far as I have been

Thomas Constable Low m. Jean Anderson

2l
sons: Dagégkers:
14 /Alliam Anderson Low. 1. Jean Low:

Sartner with Robert Campbell

& Son in "Galloway" & "Benmore"
Owned "3t Helens", Hanmer

m. Prances Buchanan

("The Rubber Queen" -
see "My Scottish Youth!
by R.B.Lockhart.)

m. John McGregor

2. An@rew.Low: ) ’ . 2 Mary Ann Low:
lMentioned in "The Wakatinians", m. Alexander McIntosh

died at "Galloway", puried Clark, vartner wit
in Clyde Cemetery. Robert Campbell, tge
Younger, of "Otekalke",
in "Nt Linton,"
2+ Thomas. Cham»ion Low: Roiaar
licGregor's vartner at the
Arrow. Managed "Fern Hill"
and "Hyde Home" fo ' his father.
Stated to have cied in Sydney.
(R.Gilkison,"Early Days in Zentral
Otago™, errs in saying he died at
Clyde - it was his brother
Andrew, see above.)

Thomas Constable Low had ‘een a farmer and public Jeotlar
o - 5 : : C an in Jeotland
his arrival in New Zealand is stated by Herries Beattie to h;ve l
been per "Cheviot", in October, 1352,

Low and licGregor ooucht "Mararoa" from Nicholas Clayt :
. 3 on
'HATWDO@" from George Srints. To these they added "Mavgra“: e
resunably bought from the creditors of James Ure Russell, butb
this has yet to be verified.

Low ard leGregor sold all these runsg on 10 August, 1870,
lo Robert Camobell, of "Buscot Park", Berks., and Rooert Camnbel
ﬁ“” Younger, of "Otekaike'. Pollowing this sale, T.¢.Low bo %*’
Pera Hill (sie), formerly Nicholas von Tunzelmann's; and “I;ﬂ

: Y —— _________._._...--llll------l‘
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Home" and "Jaikaia" which are now largely iuncornorated in "Glenary",
Waikaia. Thege properties were sold in 1877 - "Fern Hill" to ’
Matheson Bros and "Hyde Home" znd "7aikaia" to James Gall, Low
held a mortgage for £25,000 over the Waikaia runs, waich his
executora ackiowledged in 1881 had neen recelved "in his lifetime".

Thomas Constable Low died at "Breeval", Nairn, scotland, on
16 Nay, 1881, aped 76,

John MeGregor died at Balmenach, Strathsoey, Scotland, on
14 Pebruary, 1847,

It wan a mystery to me how "Clayton*s Flat" came to oe 30 called,
1f Clayton ovmed "Mararoa", but lMcKerrow's map of 1362-63 shows the
run boundary us then extending eastwzrd to the Oreti, with “Station,
Clayton" olearly marked. " ararca" and "Burwood" were granted to the
Suserlutendant of Otago in 1869, for the endovment of g university.
The adjustment to the run boundaries must have been made vetween 1863
and 1869, as the Crown Grant plan of 1869 shows the "hararoa" run
as lying wholly to the west of the Mararoa River,

N Yours, ete., 2. Li. CEA "DLeR.

OBI LUARLHE Lt 4w with a deep sense of loss to the Society that
wa record the deaths of two of our members.

Me Lindany hggu*ﬂx = dled on March 24, 1973,

baAl Commitiee member who gave valuabdle oractical
Raplutunoe to the society.

br Ohurlos (s HE‘ W = died on Laay 19, 1973,
%ﬂ. ’

mdntion menber of the Suciety, we were deeply
abpreaintive of receiving the support of this eminent

New Zanlander,
The Golden Canyon
BOOIK_RIUVERY, "Golden Uun{on”, Ihe Story of Skinjpers Road and the
Hhotover Valley, by P.Y.Craddock. Pegasus Press. $1.80.

LS mmall ook 1h dnpressive. It synthesizes the story of a
dimited area In & most orderly and e 5ily assimilated mamner, and

oomorehensively sovers the hiatory, geogravshy and geology of this
famouy fnld beaping dletriet, The organisation of his material is
adnirable and loglonl, avoiding the confusion which so many writers

prament by soabbiering reforences to times and vlaces and veonle indis-
oriminately throwgh %hnir ohunters.  Here the clearly headed short
ohaplars make for sasy reference, and as a guide to a trin from Arthurs
Polnt to Skipoers L6 oan be ennlly followed, and would greatly add to
the woprestation af the area by the modera traveller,

fhe ohotogra idoe Lilustrationg are excellent, well cantioned and
renroduoed wlhﬁ quility, OF the clear line drawings of mining equi 3=
ment I have anly sne orltiolem -they huve not been named or their uses

deanorlbed, Puullhlf A HOLe Lhat they could be identified in the Lakes
Counliy Nuseun would have been apt.

(him book will glve most veople all the information they require,
while giving an dmoetus 10 anyone with a desire to explore more fully,
olther ph ufuully OF by further reading, In fact a most valusole

addition e hiatorlonl and desoriptive publications, not oanly for the
vieltor, but alse for looal aeople who wish to know more avout the
% ih;§ h:i; pume o Live in., I trust the research and work

distria
widoh Pralf a0 obvioualy and metlieulously put into this
produet aa' 'ttﬂtgll: g4 he ngpruciltion which it deservgsb "

P—
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