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SOURCES OF INFORMATION ON OTAGO GOLDFIELDS HISTORY

Contributed By :-
Peter M. Chandler,
Historian. -

This paper covers the main sources of material related to +the history
1 of the Otago goldfields. In consequence, it bears only. an -incidental
' copnection with genealogyp‘shoWing mere ‘clearly the sources of inform-
! ation from which it is possible to determine where certain people were
Jat certain times, rather than establishing whether they were descended
from William the Conqueror; or 'some other desirable ancestols ;

he main Otago gold rushes were confined to the years 1861-3, and
rollowed on the Californisn discoveries of 1849-50, and those in New
South Wales and Vicboria, Australia, in 1851-52. As a background.to
the rsadiness of thousands of men, most of them young, to rush to the
ands of the earth in search of ‘wealth, we .must .consider conditions 1.4
their homelands at fthat period in history. Thus, the Irish potato
famine of 1846-51, dve to the destruction of what had become the staple
food of a large part of the population, by the spread of Potato rot .
{Phytophthora infestans), caused the death by starvation and typhus of
an estimated 1,500,000 pasople, and large scale emigration waich reached
a peak in 1852, when over 300,000 people left Irsland for America and
other overseas destinations. Depressed conditions in agrisulture -
; both in England and Scotland - coupled with the large size of families,
| left emigration of some kind as the main hope of young people for
pergcnal advancement. Political unrest had been a feature of European
11ife since the Napoleonic Wars, ard 1848 saw several revolutions in
countries where self-determination, or a wider-based form of government
was sought.

Some of the miners who reached New Zeeland, had already had experience
on the Californian and Australian goldfields; 1% is certain that a
high percentage of those who came to the Ofago "rushes" had already
sampled the digger's life in Victoria, or New South Wales. — Many .
misapprehensions exist about the origins of the mining population.
Not. all were the youngest sons of titled families. While some were
from a hackground of edusation, or military service, many were
i1literate. or semi-literates others (mainly those from the former
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In my view, history cannot be written successfully unless the bas

Australian penal settlem y orimi L

wished to fgrgéf. Amznznziguz:itidcziggnal Pty o A& ek Ring research is undertaken with a rather critical approachs The at-

and draft-dodgers from European ﬁrmiesi Z are deserters from ships ment of a ‘perfect record ig clearly impossible, when much of the

Charlie") of the Shotover, was a West ﬁ 1}ermann Schurstedt ("German Noolour" of the gold rush period persists only in oral tradition

avoid the Prussian conscriptimz ﬁhdg a g&ntwho had left Germany to are now becoming so garbled through repetition that they are pas

is mtated to have been a Swedish a ew Southberg, "native of Norway", into the "Wtraditmyth" class - of legends with a basis in fact, b
ish army deserter named Anders Sbderberg. condensed or misplaced in the time scale and with other charact@

2i1siazionilitieglwera represented - English, Scots (from as far north substituted for those who were oniginally involved. This is noli
"Aé ta@ ),"Irlshg Welsh,_Fr@noh, Ttalians and Slavs (often described feature peculiar to the Otago goldfields, as I find it commented
as ustrians", through having been born under Austrian rule), Ameriicang o Writers on other subjects and in other countries.

but here the comt 2 £ 1 o ; X 4
%crd" — fromOBgzgng;oEtif EEHT$L535m" Tu$? be_watched fo?s as "Yankee .. You should not believe all that you hear oI read. A short -acgy
» Bngland), a sprinkling of Spaniards and ance with some of the prime sources 1isted below, will soon Shoy

Potuguese (we can b sss ot "Mexi »
Swedgs, Fiins, NbrwzgiiEZt D;EesTbiégig %ZzgmgilthileV1gé)’ fegro?ss iy "gloppy" mugh published work rgally ig, With the ava?labil%#y
and several parties of Maoris. "Caribou! staﬁzd tinie as "Russians", Wardens! Court records, there 1s 1o excuse for_a‘goldfleld higts
Tadian, may merely have borme the name of ; by éer Sh-ave been‘a Red be merelyla re~hash of egrller pPooxT ?esearih, nQr,for an author
but Julien Bourdeau, the Skippers storekeeper i;s N Flp ai g nlckﬂamﬁ, @erely a tblotter—up”‘edltor or compiler of dubious factss | LM
from Montreal. Chinese, revérsing o traditignal Eonis 2?20 - anédlgng in past time, have ex1§teq the excuse that Wardens' Court recor
China, were, under the pressures of population and p;Titigaieii;n in it ga i i o berme BOK 8 e W
g?i;ig %O'zmi%Fite in increased numbers. There are many cases i? > There is not at present a -complete history of any single goldfi
déﬂcri%edl‘en ity.. One that comes to mind is John Kapatzo, who is _ Some published works p?ovida a useful guide to source materialy
. 3 A in an ob}tuary as haylng been born in Constantinople, of tried to expand this list, and to show how the available racor#
treck parents, but stated in his application for an old age pension used to provide a balanced coverage of life and action on & DPaE
that he was an Italian! ‘o - field in Otago.  The present attitude of publishers is to regs
Most cf the so ; 3 : . o ) goldfield history as having & poor sales potentiale T R
wnd mining metii;:? iii;riii z;;hzgizrOﬁoigsi2i§2;§r;25g glnlng claims | § opinion,‘b§tter to attempt a good job on a small area, thé@;in
ation on the miners themselves has been derived from ;iigdsgt lIﬂfDImﬁ 1 % supgrflclal g o qf.the o o Qtago = Tiold ICHCEE
gources - some reliable, some definitely not! Aécordin iﬂ 3 th ) bgcom1ng gluthed. W0 su?ﬂ_efforts, o the exfgh Ph eveﬁy'n:
cortificates that I have studied, nearly every adult wh gd‘od i 4 plok Wp: 458 the_same fam}llar phqtograpbs_and g ?amllln:
Contral Otago prior to 1914 is presumed to have arrivodo‘ 16862n ; retglda The first requirement is a sgltable map. While, the
in fact, some had arrived onrh Eenliar, lqt@f in %t .y whenyi series now cover?“the whole'p?ov1nce?.}t may‘be ?ound eagior ¥
comnor. to find that some Well—chroniclea miner who‘%onﬂ&n iy i 1nterpret s ev1@encg of BLLOLN act?v1ty whioh-¥s- 8o  learly '
sottler, had a brother, or brothers, who left only g ﬁﬁiwh: Ezgmagent'i on the modern aerial phaiggr@phs_avallabie from ﬁhq:Departmant
having died, returned home, or passed on to Westland, o some oiie} g ahd Survey.- . ‘ Py
i;iii%ed Ci?in mlgrazlon_must, therefore,.h@ conpidored ap having b The mse of Xerography and photo-copying is valuable for copyin
fufﬁ' qd grhe ok ensively among the miners a# il did among the % articles, Aocuments and cemetery registers, so that they may
farmirg and runholding populations. : referred to at leisure. : In my experience, the tape recorder

3 imited value. |
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uethodical manual abstracting has still a large part to play. I
favour ruled paper, of good quality, in A-4 or.A-5 size, punched for
filing. Good paper - even having specially printed headings - may
be considered, as notes are frequently referred. to. An- advantage of
a loose-leaf system of filing is that additional material can be
readily filed in subject or date sequence - something which is not
possitle with fixed-leaf notebooks. -

| _ SOURCES

Wardens' Court Records: Held by Hocken Librarys Dﬁnedin. Available
by arrangement as they are still the property of Department of Justices
Coverege is for all Otago and gouthland goldfields, but is not uniform,
as sone of the Clyde records are stated to have been destroyed. Some
Lining areas are covered by the records of more than one court, as the
generel requirement was that applications should be filed in the near-
e3t one. ' o

The principal records are s- Application books, claim and water right
registers, agricultural lease registers, letter books, 0old age pension
correspondence (some details of date and plece of birth, marriage, or
arrivel in N.Z., but not consistent), electoral and licensing racords.
Quoenstown records include some interesting bankruptcy records. L
Many incidental references in Wardens' decisions, reports, efc. -
(laims were usually grantéd by description — useful for identification,
oxcept in congested areas, or ground worked over several times. -

a survey —~ plans of which are usually held by Department of Lands and
Survey. This situation also applies to grants of agricultural leases|
sver land not already surveyed, in which case the plan may show
applicant's name. It must be borne in mind that mining section
nubers and Crown grant section numbers are not always the same.

Appendices to Journals of House of Representativess - Usually quoted
an TA4.7.0.R.".  Copies are held by most large libraries. Subject
index is a little aifficult to follow, as it is not based on any

L rocognised system.,  As an example, rsclamation of New River Estuary,
Invercargill, done with prison labour, was indexed under "W. — Works
onrried out by Prisons Department".  Principal goction is "C" -

Orown Lands, Papers and reports relating to wining and minerals.

Larger alluvial and quartz claims were usually granted on the basis of

6.

Many‘topibs, ranging from descriptions of claims af'work;fto‘naﬁ
methods and machinery.  Some very useful data on gold dredgess

Another interesting (if morbid) series is the list of persons amn

_in New Zealand since 1840, first printed as paper D46, in 18704
“ revised as follows: 1875, H-37s 1877, H-42; 1882, H-36,. . 448

Hand book of New Zealand Mines: Published 1887; revised ééifi
1905. . A useful supplement to "A.J.H.R.". Summarises_miningf
activity and includes many useful lithographs. ‘.

L}
As an adjunct to the above, may I recommend "The Goldfields of
Victoria", by R. Brough,Smyth, available ¢n inter—loan from Gend
Assembly Library. = Interesting in providing details of the Viot
background to miners and mining, also in the light it throws on
Otago goldfield place-names, '

Otago Provincial Government Gazettes The "0.P.C.M. - C{Spies ara

-bg‘main libraries, also by ‘Lands and Survey, law libraries; etos
-Indexing defective.

Contains reports on gold discoveries, notd
appointment of goldfield officersy advertisements covering rogid
of mining companies, leases granted, or declined, prbciaﬁaﬁionﬂf
expenditure on goldfield works, and many other topios. I under
a start hag been made on an index of goldfield topics. i,

Votes & Proceedings, Otago Provincial Council: Reports Qﬁ topla
goldfiald interest, also petitions. - S g

N.Z. Statutes; N.Z. Gagettes Gazette Law Reports: Cover minim
and regulations; proclamations, company mattersg reports of la
affecting mining. o :

Newspavers: Refer to Union Catalogue of N.Z. Newspapers, avalla
from most libraries. Practically every goldfield had a'newspap
"Otago Witness" early in the field with half-tone prodess for
illustrations.

Office of Registrar of Companies: Barly files now held by Hook#

Library. Contents vary-from certificate of incorporation, thre
full records, to merely a gazette notice remcving them from
registration.
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Jods_Registry Offices Records apply to land tenure, both freehold.
d lesseholds. Index and titles useful for tracing later career of
iners who became landowners. Tn association, "4 Return of Free~
olders in N.Z.", 1881, is useful as a tracking aid.

epartment of Lands & Survoys Repository of mining plans, agriculﬁural
case plans, many early plans of exploration and survey. Theléerlal
hotosraph service is a veluable nid to those contemplating a history

f a mining area where topographical maps do not show sufficient -

ntail. i
ocken and Other RepositoTy TLibraries: All have holdings of official
vcords, published works, photographs and manuscript materia}. _

olding of any work by & library does not signify that the library

war ntees the contents of that particular book. The power of the

rinted word (whether right or wrong) seems to hypnotise some people

sto o belief thet by being printed it must hg correqt._

inee Department: I have had no personal involvement with the records
f this department, but it appeals that the Dunqdin ?ffice_records Were
urged in recent years, and much valuable material disposed oﬁs The
imad CFfice records in Wellington are fairly complete, but b§1ng case
{708 - dealing with only one particular subject - they require much

o areling by anyone trying to establish a district pliecture.

LuMim{far—General, Tewer Hutt: Registers of births,.deaths and

arricoes are still retainod by some b
tart of registration. In others, 1925 secms t?-b? th? }1m1t of,_ _
lsonl rotention.  The present charge of $5.00 per cortificate, makes
wa cf these records almost a Mast resort" aporoach for anyone
jontonplating wore than an immediate family history.

\'{so0]laneouss Consideration must also be given to the following
olaseen of reoordas ‘

Rete rolls, cemetery regiptors

dohool examination meturns, admission and
attendence registers. " ‘3
Holdings of diaries, photographs , local news—
paper files, 1limited aprehive holdings.
Digrdien, fomdly paptin and photographs in private hands. 1

Tmoal bodlowot
wiuoation Boardms

Looal museumns

Ministry of Works, Alexandra:

”Cyolopedia of New Zealands

‘district registrars, back to the ¥ &

8.

Files ion goldfield topics - mainly
irrigation schemes; road and bridge construectd

i ; : on goldfields. |

Local churéhes: Registers of marriages, baptisms and deaths o
among .adherents. ' o |
Post Office, Dunedin and Head Office, Wellington: Records, sonm
rather fragmentary, of appointment, openingféﬁ
cloging of offices. e |
A rather suspect set, as the biogre
was supplied by the subject. Useful in that
articles sometimes include a date and place of
birth, or date of arrival in New Zealand, not
dvailablé from any other source. ;

Tn addition to the above I would refer readers to by Biblicaraphy
of Works Relating to Central Otago. %

This paper is a recast version of an address given to 1979 annwi
conference of Archives and Records Assoclation of New Zealand, {

. Dunedin, and repeated in a slightly modified form to N.Z. Gene&

jcal Society conference at Christchurch, -in February, 1680.
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Mt CreightonStatior

MT CREIGHTON STATION

Thig history was written by the late Colonel Peter Mackenzie off
Hater Peank Station, about 1935, and supplied by his daughter M3
Jessie Mackenzie of Cromwell. :

Some of the sheep stations in the Wakatipu were settled before

discovery of gold in Otago in 1861:such as Mount Nicholas, Forn
west side of .Lake Wakatipu - at Glenorchy, head of the. lake, (m
vale at the foot or South end of the lake, Kawarau Fals from th
Kawarau River, the outlet of the lake, to Kingston. Mr W,G, R
had a homestead and woolshed ‘at the bay .. where Quesnstown ne
Mr Ress's leage of the run was resumed by the Provincial Govary
of Otago on the discovery of -gold fin the neighbourhood and coup
sation paid., Ultimately geld was discovered in many of the oF
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omond in 1872 — still running; the Mountaineer in 1879, not now
unning snd the Barmslaw in 19123 there were two sm.l)l steamers the
lexandra, and the Vietoria, name changed to the Venug on the
coaginn of the transit of the planet Venus across the Sun's disc in
874. Ther were also some sailing vessels or schooners; I can
emember the Moa, the Gazelle, the Black Ball and the Mystery; all
hese are gone long agoj oil launches of course were not thought of
hen. There were also at that time many rowing boats on the lake.

n 1882 the frechold farm occupicd from the early 60's by Mr Harry
ser came on to the market and was bought by Mrs Meiklejohn and
orked in connection with the sheep run. The leases cof most of
hese Wokatipu Runs were sold by auction for the first time at
woenstown in February 1874 by the Provincial Government of Otago.
{ome were Teserved as a commonage adjoining the Shotover River, and
he Pen Lomond Run near Queenstown for a few years mors but the
ommonege system not giving satisfaction, were then like the others
ut up by auction. These were much competed for and went to very .
\igh rentals, much more than the sevenpence a head. Run To.9
bxtended along the lake fromtage from the 25 Mile to the 12 Mile.

\t the auction sale in 1874 Mrs Janc Meikle john bought the lease
hich was run up by another to £225 per annul. Mr Kirkpatrick
yaying half the rent and running about the same number of sheep.
hers was an nnusually heavy fall of snow in 1878 and a very great
ops of sheep in the Wakatipu and it was ubterly impossible to pay
bl high rentals so the Otago Land Bosrd and the N.Z. Government
bhe provineial Govermwent. being abolished by this time) agresd to
ooont the surrender of the leases and put them up again by auction.
ho appangement of having two occupiers on the same run not being
yatlefaotory, the Otago Land Board, not very willingly at last
l{vided Run No. 9 into two runs Ho.9 and 9a. In 1880 Mr Kirkpatrick
looldod to loave the district, sold his sheep and went to Wairio
lnuthland whore he took up agricultural land. After that Mrs

@iklojohn had both runs 9 and Sa until her death 1803 which then
yanpod to John Meiklejohn, elder son, as adminigtrator of the Estate.
ha pent has varied from time to time but never 1ike 18743 1laterly
b bhe uppot.

12,

Tn 1888 when the runs formerly held by Mr John Butement of Glenorg
extending from the North bank of the 25 Mile Creek to the head of
Rees River and Mt Barnslaw Run between the Rees and Dart Rivers we
subdivided into 6 or 7 rune and lesses put up by auction at Dunedd
the one next, the 25 Mile 346a. was secured by Mr Stewart Duke anc
stocked with some lambs bought from Mr Butement who did not desird
carry on sheepfaruwing there any longer. Some years afterwards M3
Duke bought the leasc of Run No.11 (at the back cf runs § and 9a)
from Mr Alex P-terson without any sheep. This was part of the
country formerly held by Lawton and Gardiner. lir Duke's and the
Meiklejohn's were worked together ag Mount Creighton Station bubiy
flocks were kept separate under a different brand and earmarks |
5. Duke died July 16, 1916 leaving his property to Allan Manson @l
his surviving relatives in Scotland, two nephews and a nilece. e
share was bought by John R, Manson; the lManson Bros. then carrie
Runs 3462, 11 and 12a. 12a was a portion lying between 346a and
cut off from Run 12 (McKinlay's) in partnership. In November 19
John Meiklejohn, Alex G. Meiklejohn and Allan Manson sold out t0
Messrs G.L. Burdon (of Woodbury, South Centerbury) and J.R. Manso
Mr Burdon a yoar after buying out the share of Mr Manson. In ™8
the whole wag sold to lir Alex Beatcn, the present occupier (at th
time of writing, 1935).

(Mount Creighton Station was later bought by Key Bros, and recent
by Mr H.A. Radferd). -

0000000000000000000

SOCIETY'!'S ACTIVITIES

Activities of the Scciety during the year included a conducted
tour of historical sites round Queenstown, a launch trip and wal
to Elfin Bay and a four-wheel drive outing to Skippers'and boyan
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ArchaeologyandPreHistory of the upperWakatipt

Kinloch- Dart- Ree:
13 L

ARCHAEOLOGY AND PREHISTORY prohistoric times as it is now by the presgnt inhabi#ants.

OF THE UPPER WAKLTTPU REGICON : Vegetation

At the time of the first Buropean ssttlement in the mid 1800's the
whole north-western side of Lake Wakatipu along the Humboldt Range
was covered in dense native forest (predominantly beech but contai
some podacarps). The forest stretched from the lake shore to abo
1650 metres above soa level. : !

Contributed by :-
Neville A, Ritchie - e
Archaeologist (NZHPT) .
Cromwell ‘

Introduction

. - . After Buropean settloment at least eight sawmills have operated in
This paper stems from an archaeological survey undertaken by the Upper Wakatipu, which together with disastrous bush fires artund t
author around the head of Lake Wakntipu in 1975 (Ritchie 1975). . turn of the century end subsequent forest clearance for pasture, h
That survey initiated an on-going interest in the prehistory, and in resulted in a vastly decreased forest arca. '
particular the development of Maori nephrite (greenstone) exploitation
in the srea (Ritchie 1976, 1977¢ Beck and Ritchie 1976, 1980).

No major studies of the pre-European vegetation in the Glenorchy &
have been undertoken. . It is likely, however, that the .eastern mg

Much has been written of the traditional history and Maori placenames of the lake were dominated by tussock grassland, extensive patchem
of the Wakatipu region, notably by Horries Beattie (eg 1945), whilst bracken fern and ccensional cabbage trees, with remnant forest in

others have drawn on his writings (eg Taylor 1950, Newman 1971, ol cresk gullies, . Mstagouri is also likely to have been a significa
Miller 1972). Without belittling the work of the early recorders, vegetation in some arcas, whilst swamp-grasses would have dominata

they seldom attempted to relate their information (in Beattie's case the river delta aroca.
largely derived from interviews with elderly southern Macris) to the ; :
thon known physical evidence, ie thé.archasological sites and

asrbtofacte found in the region. Instead they tended to dwell on the
romentic and the legendary. B Ry o e

Archaeological Backpround

Two factors stand out with regard to the prehistoric occupation off
the ‘more inland areas of Central and Western Otago. Favoured: ' I

Thism ossay may be somewhat the duller for it, but it is based on the il Locations around the inland lakes appear to have served as foecd f'®
archaeological and documented evidence of Maori occupation in the Maori occupation; eand the known sites tend to occur in relatively
Upper Wakatipu arca. concentrated ‘osses! separated by extensive arcas largely devoid @&

| evidence of occupation, Travel between these favoured locationd,

Dopoription of the Environment TR . . 3 . ;
= B2 o based on the evidence of transient camp sites, ovens and artefact

The area locally known as the 'head of the lake' nestles between two 5 findspots, was generally via the line of least resistance, up the

parallel mountain ranges; the Humboldts to the west and the Richard- river valleys, taking to the tops dccasionally to avoid obstacless
pon Range to the east. To the north the area is dominated hy the Prosumably mokihis (Bathgate 1969) were used where possible on' the
terminal peakes of long mountain chains, namely Mt Earnslaw, Mt Alfred Inland waterways. g |

and the Buparloaf. The Dart and Rees Rivers have formed a large
alluvinl delta at the northern end of the lake. The delta is
gurmounted on both sides by lake terraces. The terrace cn the
pantom mide near Glenorchy, which overlooks a lagoon and former
pwarpland, would appear to have been as favoured for settlement in

The Upper kautipu,‘likc many other areas of Central Otago, ha® 4@
date seon I1ittle archacological research compared with coastal arg
A number of faotors have contributed to this situation :- =
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. The knqwn evidence indicates that Central Otago has never been -
greatly occupied by prehistoric peoples.
. There is a lamentable lack of lmown undisturbed sites.

. There is a lack of economic evidence in the sites that are

known, although the small number of excavations perpetuates
this situation.

A The distance of the area from the main research institutions.

he Sites

16 Upper Wakatipu constitutes one of the 'concentrations' 0f pre—
intoric settlement in Central Otago. About 30 prehistoric sites
rG krown to exist, or fermerly existed within about a2 20 kilometre
ndiue of Glenorchy. For the rocord thére were also Maori scttle-
mts in the 'middle Wakatipu area' at Bobs Cove, Queenstown Bay,
erkton, near the mouth of the Kawardu River and down at Kingston
pattie 1945332, Taylor 1950:144). However, other than an oven
Hite 8132/3) near Bob's Cove-and isclated finds of artefacts, little
Lrm evidence of the precise location of these settlements has been
33orded. Sparse details about the existence of ovens, middens and
'zy finds at Kelvin Heights have also besen recorded (3132/1) but
L prea has never bsen adequatoly exawmined. MacKenzie (1948:16)
boted that there were formerly wmeny Macri cvens (8132/34) in the
einity of the Walter Peak homestead, but most of these havé been
wtroyed by landslides, cultivation or stock trampling. ;

onche of adzes and a midden containing freshwater mussel shells
TR aVi 7 nabl ! ) i s =
:13f/r) were uncovered in 1874, and are believed, from the fow

vtalle provided, to have been lecated on the shore of IFrankton Arm o5

ool 1967'122), '

iere ds also a prehistoric camp site (8132/4) at the western end of"
i Kawarau Gorge which will eventually be inundated by tho lake .
2ol behlnd the proposed hydro-dam at Gibbston. This site which

e rovealed evidence of worked moa long bones (tibia) and cutters
poroellanite and eilorete, will be investigated within the Clutha
1loy archaeologloal progromme during the summer of 1980-81

Ltohle 1979). i

16.

Positive informetion about sites in the Upper Wakatipu area was firg
brought to the attention of museum authorities around about the end
of the First World War. In 1919, Mr Charles Haines, = long standif
resident, presented a collection of 215 Maori artefacts from the 3
Upper Wakatipu region to the Otago Museum. Most of these were foul

in the Glenorchy area, but notable exceptions were ascribed to the |

| Shotover Valley, the Nine Mile, and- Martins Bay on the West Coastsnl

Some 51% of the artefacts found near Glenorchy were of nephrite, im|
the form of adzes, chisols, awls and partially worked pileces. Many
of the artefacts are known to have been derived from one 'village!' |
site (8122/1) near the Dart Bridge, and another 17 are labelled
"Camp Hill', but unfortunately precise location details of most:of
the other artefacts in the collection have been lost because they
were only labelled 'Glencrchy'.

Further information about sites in the area has been given to the
author by Mr Fergus Heffernan of Glemorchy. As a young man, he ap
considerablé time in the company of Mr Haines and was, therefore,: &
to provide additional information concerning many of the locations
from which Haines obtained artefacts.

Although the visual indications of sites in the Glencrchy area &are
rather inconspicuous, evidence of a wide range of prehistoric site
types still exists, or is known to have existed until relatively
recently. i

At least six former open settlement sites ave known, near the Dart
Bridge (8122/1), the Lagoon site (9123/7) and the Wyuna-Koch site
(8123/1) on the terrace above the Glenorchy lagoon, Camp Hill
(8123/4), a reputed terrace pa site (Simmons 1967, Miller 197237 )
the Glenorchy recreation ground site ($5123/248) which has virtually
been destroyed, and the Paradise site (s122/3). It is likely that
two pockshelters (8123/3 & 9), adjacent to the Glenorchy-Paradise
Road, from which Charles Haines recovered Maori kits and textiles
(now in the Otago Musewn) were inhabited too. The cave sites are
known to have been desecratcd by county workmen. .

The role of the pa site {S5123/4). on Camp Hill is somewhat enigmatle
Saventeen of the artefacts in the Haines collection in the Otago
luseum are labelled 'Camp Hill'). |
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They include eight greenstone adzes and chiscls and seven g
perforated oyster shells. Aecording to lir F. Herrernan (pers. =
comm.) Mr Haines found some Maori artefacts on the terrace in frent
of the Hill in 1915. - gt :

Mr D.R. Simmons, the former ethnologist ot the Otago Museun, oo
examined the site in January‘ 1967. He considered an area at the -
scuthern end of the hill had been terraced and ditched in g horse-
shoe around a stand of existing beech troes. House terraces .and
at least one 1it were visible (Simmons 1967315).77;He;th0ught it
was probably the legendary pa constructed by southern laoris in
response to the' Ati Awa (Te Puoho's) thrests of invasion of:
Murihild in the 1830's (ibids15). P U S

lumercus depressions which dot the sides of Camp Hill are locally
attested to be Maeri ovens. - Somme of these features were test-
oxcavated by the writer in. 39754 It appears many of the o
derressions are caused by natural phenomens

or the digging‘of-prQSPecting or.borrow pits., This does noti; howe-

over, totally exclude the possibility that some of the:depr@ssions--r

may be ovens, and in fact highlights the nsed for scientific
oxcavations, if more positive conclusions about prehistoric agtiv-
ities on Camp Hill are to be forthcoming. b i ‘

The area around the picturesque location of the Paradise camp site
(8122/3) has been greatly modified by the imposition of the
Glenorchy. Scheelite Mining Company's mine (8122/19), the nearby
pavmdlling on Mill Flat and land development.  John Kingsland found
many Maori artefacts in this ares between 1900 and 1916, They had
bor rooted out by pigs, which had beon originally brought in to
oontrol the bracken, (F. Heffernan pers. comm.).  The Kingsland
oolleotdion was oventually presented to the Southland Museum,
Inveroargill, but unfortunately its value is decreased because
orecima details about the location of the various artefact finds -
MHore not reocorded, A few hundred yards upstream, a former 'flint
'knmppﬂng' oite (8122/#8) below the Narrows, has been ercded awey

by the Dart River (I, Hoffornan pers. comm. ), :

such as tree dimpling,jn_

e

40 be of natural origin, it is virtually

4 nubnurfnoe excavation,

Two significant artefaocts have been found i
Paradise site in recent years by the landholder,
(pers. ¢omm, ), They are a green argillite 2B style adze, andl
most notable obaidian core found in 1978. . Opn hand specimen

charactoristioa, the latter artefact is believed to have origi

from Mayor Island in the Bay or Plenty. It was possibly trade
southwardes in exchange for southern produce such ag nephrite and

mattonblrda, A Tibreglass cast of the core is held in the
Southland Musoum,

Mr J. Veint |

Although no trace Survives today of the former Maori encampment}
(8122/248) near the Glonorchy Tacreation ground 'a large amount.

of' Charlos Haines collection wag uncovered there! (P, Heffernan
DPOrE.: 00Mll.,) e~ 1 M

Undoubtedly the reason for the existence of some of these |
settlements or caup sites is related to the discovery and subseqy
exploitation of the nephrite deposits. Two proven Naori nephrif
oolleeting areas, the lower Routeburn (8122/4) and the Dart River
fource (8113/1) are recorded as archaeological sites. ‘

Qvens are anothor important site type in the ares, Several oven
are known, boing principally loéated on the terrace overlooking ¢
lagoon nerth oagt of Glenorchy, and near Diamond Lake (8122/2 and
5, 8123/2,7 and 11). 4 numbetr of artefact findepots are alse

recorded, These sre mainly of adzee,-usually Tound nesr ploughet
ap oven sites, although some were cachog (8122/8),  These K
to the author were of green argillite (suspected to be from Southe

land), local groywacke
8123/8 ana 12),

A Teature of the Upper Wakatipu region is
'oven depressicna!,

and Routeburn nephrite (eg 5122/6 and

the number of apparent
Although most of these features are suspeota
impossible to positively
differentiate thom from conventional Maori ‘oven sites without

An 'ogen-oven variation op fireplaces
Qonsinting of deprossions excavated into g bank, ‘in which & fire
has beon 11t were deseribed by Ritohie (1975891 )¢+ ‘Dhe usage of
these features is uneertain. Depressions of this type, infilled

with eharooal were obsarvad at Blfin Boy in the 1890 ' & (ibidrTT).
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oy may be quite recent features and are possibly sheltered fire-
aces. excavated by station-hands to reduce the risk of fire 'while
iling the billy' in the dry tussock and bracken country.

reported Maori eel trap ($123/5) and canoe launching ramp (5123/6)
Pigeon Island require further investigation. This island was

11 wooded at the onset of Europcan settlement and way have been
od for canoe building. -

osently there are only six recorded historic sites in the Upper
katipu. The most notable of these are the remains of the Mill
volk settlement (S122/11) near Kinloch and the Glenorchy Scheelite
ning Company's mine at Paradise (s122/19), Many more awalt
yoording including 211 the early sawmill sites, the Invincible gold
ne in the Rees Valley, the lime kilns at Bob's Cove, the remains

' tke Dart gold dredge and other mining ventures.

o Ixcavations

1667 Mr D.R. Simmons carried out a survey of sites in the
oncrchy area; using the artefact collections of the Otago Museum
o guide, along with traditional information, local knowledgs and
irfece indications. He undertook small scientific excavations on
Liree of the sitos he had located. In each case the excavations
ore aimed at determining the nature of the sites. He had hoped
hat larger scale excavations could be undertaken later but these
1d not eventuate (Simmons pers. comi. ) »

=

ho gurvey led him %o an early occupation site (8123/1) on the

orrece north east of Glenorchy. Te named it the Wyuna-Koch site
sonupe 1t straddled at the boundary between Wyuna. Station and G.

The site consisted of small ovens and blackened
goupation material, notably flake knives, early adze forms and flake
ghrig indicative of adze manufacture. These were located on a low
{dge running scrosa the terrace.; Part of the site had been
loughod up and the remaining porticn was badly disturbed by rabbit
werewing and quarrying.  Two radiocarbon dates placed the
goupation of the site in the

Lo sugond wmall excavation was undertaken on a site first reported
y Olurles Halnes. The site, which forms & triangle of some 2,500

noh'es propoerty.

fourteenth centry AD (Simmons 19732175) 0 |
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square metres, is bounded by the Kinloch Road and.th tr ¥
bank of the Dart River. Ll

Haines presented the artefacts and moa bone he had found in the
site to the Otago Museun in 1919, along with a note and sketch
indicating that the two 'hute', in which he found many of the
artefacts, wore demarcated by low mounds of loess which had built
;pbfntt?ru? pides around the walls of the former structures.

oth hute had fireplaces & e ha a ;
ity o T and one had a paved area (5.5 x 2.75m)

The collection Heines obtained from the site included a large

number of nephrite artefacts (mainly adzes) in various stages of
completion, which led Simmens to describe it as 'a greenstone V
workere village'. The excavation and associated syrvey indicated
that the settlement consisted of twenty 1.8 x 0.9 mﬁ gr;velled or
stone-paved mounds (23cm high) connected by paved pathways (Simmons
1967%17). He interpreted the mounds as part of houses of a type
hitherto unknown.  The other notable feature of the site is the
large number of both raised rim and rimless pits. These are likely
to have been used for etorage and are possibly potatc clamps.

Cultural material from the site included opaline, jasperoid, basalt
and nephrite flakes, charcoal and fragments of dog and birdjbone '
LQ 1979 a large midden containing southern oyster shells (Ostrea.
u;nuntu) was observed eroding from the river benk beside the site
({.“Mitchell pers. comm.). The writer examined the site on the

16 January 1980 with Mr Mitchell. We were only able to find one
oyster shell. It appeared that the substantial and potentially
very important midden deposit has been washed away by the river
quite recently, judging by the 'freshness' and undercut nature of
the riverbank. : . N

This site may have heen occupiediintermittently for several
centuries. Simmons obtained a sixteenth centry AD radiocarbon
date from charcoel recovered from the top of the occupation layer
on one of the mamids (ibid 1973:175):  however, if the numerous
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pits are potate clamps, this Buropean introduction would indicate There were about twenty families at Macetown then. One of the
post 1800 AD occupation. things that was considered the mark of a good.town round here was

the number of hotele. There were two, - Ellicts on the left as
Unfcrtunately, at the time Mr Simmons worked on this extensive. - - you go into Macetown, ad the Alpine on the right. And there wag
site, his timebnd resources were limited. = The confusion over 8 German baker mamed Schnieder.

the funciion of the various features within the site may be
clarified, if the site can be protected and 2 larger area.'opened
up' at some future date. A

Summertimes were hot. The locals swam in the river. As childre
A ve played mlides and rounders. As we grew older, we had concerts
{ busket oongerts, where each lady brought a basket of foods these
_ ) ‘ : i were wold Yo ‘the men, by . auction. We had a nice Hall where we h
The third sife excavated by Simmons was termed the 'lagoon site o Quadrilles every wonth during the winter, and at the end of the
(8123/7). Tt is situated about 1.5km from Glenorchy on the ‘ season paople would come up from Arrowtown and we would have a big
busket cohcert. One year, people came from Skiopers: they came
over Advance Peak and down, and they thought they would get back

lowest fterrace above the lagoon. Ho described it as a large
oval structure (3 metres long) with a raised 40cm high bank on

3 LTI AGTIRT A o o e AT antrs B ., 2 L
thres sides, A large oven occupied ggst of the ggnu"al spac ngain that night, but they didn't.
One quadrant was excavated; two samples of wood in postholes ) _ ) ' N
agein producing radiocerbon dates centred arcund 1500 AD, Ik Wo would go down to Arrowtown for the circus when it was there, bu
(_L(D‘_' R ) Ty - ol L ¥ [ Lo i R o WA Caade i . , ) y . ‘ ; ol -
seens likely that this foaturs was some kind of covered cooking wo didn't go to Queenstown very often.

-

2 - ¥ 4 . i - L $ 3 Ain . .
sheC altheugh Simméns described it as 's raised rim oven site', Qur traneport was by horse, Spring-carts, drays. and wagons.

= to be continued in next § Pupplion came in by spring-cart and wagon. William Reid had &
oogooooooODGODﬂOOOD "Courisr"”, with'Greea=~ | Slore in Macetown and ho had supplies brought up from Arrowtown in

§ #tone Exploitation’. A ppring-onrt. Maile were brought up twice a week. There was &
Mrs Johnstonef M%O_WJTE MRS JORNSTONE - - ' : Pont office at Macetown - the Se¢hool Teacher looked after it. i
OF TLACTIOWN looked sf'ter it when the teacher was away . _
i L IO : |
BT L stayed at Macetown school until Standard 6, and then stayed at |
Mre Nellie Johnstone, who was born and grew up in Macctown, was - 4 homoe for a while, helping my mother. ILater I worked at W.T. !
lntorviewed by John Newman and FNeil Clayton a few days before Hwith's store until I was married, There was a third store at one
sho left her last home at Arrowtown to live with her family in : . J tlme - Graham's, but it didn't last long. It was more of a
Houthland. Here are reminiscences of her Macetown childhood and § Drapery than a General Store." | (To be continued)
heennge ... 7 In ARTICLES to follow, lMirs Johnstbne tells of alluvial and quarta
_ ’ 3 s ' . e _ mining, snd recalls her marriage and afterwards living at Victoria
"I was born in 1885, when alluxlﬁl‘%}n}ng “:SwizélitgiiggP§2m?zr - Bridge. She also tells of her husband's work as a waggoner and
Moot own., T remember when guarts mining stax : lator motor lorry proprietor, and her struggle to raise & family
and Tipperary reefs, up the Rich Burn. .

following her husband's untimely death in 1921).
i wﬂn baught at BSclicol by Miss Janet Sangster, who later married 000 BB 0bba L
derentord Ritohle. ™ 'Their son, also called Beresford, was the last - :
tenclier at Macetown. : 2 i1

~
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