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PRESIDENT'S REPORT

The year gince last September has been an active oné for the Society.

A few members went along Chard Road to lock at the Maori excavatiohs
dug by Mr Neville Ritchie and his helpers., Unfortunatéely, Mr Ritchie
wags missed by the group, but they had an enjoyable time in spite of
that.

On January 21, the Society repeated a previously held trip to I .
historical places in the neighbourhood. Mr Ian Daniel gave a most
interesting commentary to a bus—full of people, mostly visitors. . They
went to Arrowtown via the Coronet Peak look-out, where a good view of
the geologicel formation of the valley could be seen. An excellent
tea was provided in Arrowtown before a visit to an old Flour Mill and
back to Queenstown via Lake Hayes, seeing places of interest all the
way around.

The Society organised a Talk on the District Scheme. This was held in
the Borough Council rooms, and Mr Byers explained various aspects of
the Scheme, the areas of historic interest being particularly relevant
to members. This meeting was open to the public, and was well
attendeds

The highlight of the year was the 3001ety s trip to the Alexandra
district in April, when visits were made to the old Store at
Matakanui, St Bathans, Oturchua Engineering Works and the Dphir Post
Office, ' Mr Carline, President of the Alexandra Historical Society,
gave much information throughout the tour and made it a trip to be
raemembered long by all.,

In August, members of the Scciety, helped by the Council Works
Department and School children, tidied up the Cemetery. Weeds were
pulled up, gravel was spread around and the old CGraves were smartened
upe

On September 15, the Society made submissions to the Hearing on
Planning. . A total of six placées were put on the protected list or
altered, and only the inclusion of one house was disallowed. The
Socliety supported the protection of about 51xteen other constructions
and twenty-five additional trees.

The Society will continue to protect buildings and places of historic
interesi; ond keep ¢ watch on future develiopuents in the Wakatipu
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district.

Fu?ther Outings in the area cre being planned — in October, a boat
?rlp to Bobs. Cove and Cecil Peak Lime Kilns promises to be an
lnteresting'and popular one.

}ay I conclude by thanking all who have supported the Society during
the past year, thus protecting our historical heritage.

ROMA Mo ANDREW

WhitesstonebarnLake hayesby Keith Gra: e 1ym

nooooooooooo

I'THE LOOBE BOX" - the Peacock residence, Lake Hayoes

I'he Qgeenstgwa & Digtrict Historical Society member, Mr Keith Grant,
nupplled this kistory, supporting the application to have this buildi
registered as an Historical building. (This was disallowed).

Thc.origina1~stone barn was built by George White 100 years ago. Its
deulgp included wool shed, stoble, feed storage, grain floor and part
uleeping accommodation. It was built during the yesr 1881.

Of the builder himself, a brief history is worthy of mention.
White was born in Shetland in 1834, second eldest
They were orphaned at an early age when their father, a sea going
coptain, was drowned at seaz and their mother died shortly afterwards.
'he young family were cared for by relatives and friends.

George

HuFTuring a hard life at the hands of his foster parents, young Georg
oleared out to sea at the age of 12 years. This was in 1846. He spe

out the world.

[t was during 1853, while his ship was in an Australian
of the Bendigo Gold Rush enticed George White and a fellow mate to
demert. On shore, these two were taken into custody by shore police
but o kindly Irieh jeiler turned their cell key and allowed them to
@moapas  Brother Jemew, the eldest.of the family who had apprenticed

a ship bullder wao already on the goldfields at Bendigo. These tjo m
with their firet returns from gold mining, sent money hack to Shetlar
Lo pay the passages for the three remaining members of the family %o

woma ouwbt to Australia.

of a family of five

the next seven years on sailing ships visiting many countries through

port, that ne

4.

HWhen news of the Otago Gold rush came through, George and James boarc
the second boatleoad of miners and headed for the rusn at Gabriels Gul
Both men were to mine in all Otago and West Coast rushes.

James settled at Bald Hill Flat where he discovered the rich White's
reef on the Obelisk Range, while George, after mining at Brackens ant
Macetown, settled at Lake Hayes. He took over a half-share from the
partnership of two landowners by the names of Grey & Webster. Having
bought Grey's share in 1869, he stayed in partnership with Webster fe
about 2 years. The holding at this stzge was only a few acres of lai
on the flat. The only living abode they had was a small rock cave
walled in at the front with a sloping shingle roof which had a hole
where it met the rock face to let the smoke out.

White then bought out Webster's share, and took up more land extendia
from the front road line to the Kewarau River behind. By now he had
quarried enough stone to build a gtone house. This was completed in
1871,

Ten years later, he started to build his stone barn (the Loose Box).
The stone was quarried from the same site which adjoined the cave.
This whole project was completed in one year while still attending i
his farm operations.

The foundations of this building are solid stone walls 3 feet thick
which are bazed on solid rock, well below ground level, at a depth o}
4 to 5 feet. From ground level upwards, the end gable wails reduce 1
two feet in width and the side walls to 1 ft. 8 ins. All constructis
lg true dry walling until the end walls reach the height at which thy
pables start to reduce to the peak. Here, the final walling reduced
to 1 £, 6 ins. and mortar was used between the stones which were
amaller in size.

The interior layout on the ground floor consisted of a 2 stall stabls
paved with large flag stones. This area connected to the lean-to
portion which was chaff and feed storage. Its floor level was ralsos
above that of the stable by about 18 ins. Originally it had a stone
well below floor level for chaff bagging. The chaff cutter was
located on a high stand outside the front window of the lean-to and
wag driven by a horse power unit located some distance out from the
building.

The rear of the ground floor, also raised above stable level, was
Limber flocred for wool shed and grating pens.
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1@ top story is contimmous over the length of the gable section and
~toored with baltic pine. Thé main support boam which runs the full
”angth_of'the building, about 42 Tty measures approximately 10 ing
"7 12 ins. and is all hand adzed. There are two ﬁortions to éhﬁg bé-
The longest of which was recovered from'the Kawarau River durin;'%ﬁe
Tilood:in 4871. It was beached on MeBridss Flat, snigged up nndost;w'
‘fu another stone building for the next 9. years. Tth;emaihiad part ;
ihe beam was. adzed from the largest’ of the blue gums prowing‘;n the
nroperty at the time. Tho seeds for these trees had ﬁeon brought frd
}nstralia by George.White and propagated for use ag mine props. The
L70 sections of beam are joined by a long'3 ft. splice and héavi1§
bolted. The beam is supported in part by a stone wall dividing-fhe
#oable from wool shed and by solid adzed blue gum uprights.

11 the stons in this building was guarried by hand and large pisces
woare brought down $o wgig Rl st A ] i it s
x rougat down to wize by rustic’ breaking, i.e. the stone was laid
on an iron ber-and napped on the oppesite side over and alons the ling
N R ) " & 1 . . ki o :
o1 L@a bar to half the depth of the stone. It was then snapped by
Jngplngc This caused a hreakaway or feather edge on the un&erside
'hich was cross napped and. trimmed by a dull-edged masons tool.

111 door and window lintels are of full length solid stones, the most!
linportant one being that over the wide stable door. Its avérage
ihickness 6.vo 7 inches, width 2 feet and measures over & feet in
Longthe An,lmportant part of its installation was the method employed
1 dispersing all overhead weight from the centre of the stone. Thif
(i1 go;omplished by'plading a long, full-width header stone from each’
ide above the docrway .leaving a complete gap of about a foot over
ht Cuntra of the lintel. In turn these two were arched by a further|
I, lintel stone. By this method, immediate overhead weight was
Lruet away from the centre of the lintel and onto the shou{der)walls
' the doorway. A narrow finishing stone was placed in the outside of
ho gup only. On the inside, somc coins were hidden behind a plaster;
N wtono, in a 1ittle cavity, but these were removed by one of the
ungor members of the family who wanted to attend a dance in Arrowtow
Wortunatoly, a recont publication describing a brief history of the
N de soocompanied by a sketch which depicts a cluster of loosely
rangod wtones noting as the lintel.

e top story had many uses. A stone chimney was built in with the
ble and apainet tho hill, What was known as the 'hoys Toom' was
roltioned off from +bo main floor at the fireplace end. The main
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floor was used for grain storage and all off-loading from drays was
from the top landing and ramped approach at the hill end. A built in
wooden lined chute was incorporated through the side wall adjoining °
the lean-to. This enabled grain to be shot down to the lean-to belowe
Meny swaggers were persuaded to slcep below this chute on the bottom
loor — and bags of grain were surreptitiously spilt down onto the
owaggies at midnight by occupants of the 'hoys room!.

A square beam, known as the "Cat's Head" extends out from the front
gable wall. The eye bolt attached to this was used for block and
tackle hoisting of carcasses at killing time. The cat's head beam
cxtends inside for some length and is bolted to two of the main cross

'§ tics of the gable principles.,

When all the stone work was finished, pointing was applied with a lime
mortar. This mortar, which has stood the test of time, was made from
burnt lime-stone and mixed three parts to one of coarse lake sand.

Ihe limestone was obtained from déposits on the lower slopes of Morver
These chunks of stone were the result of many years of
precipitation from calecite deposits in the schist rock above.
beehive kiln was built for burning the lime.,

A gtone

Wheep yards were constructed on each side of the barn from large flag
atones, These were quarried from an exposed face above the original
cave, Some of these flags weigh over half a ton, are 4 to 6 ins, '
thick, 4 to 5 ft. in width, and measure around 7 feet when out of the
pground. IMost are embedded 3 feet below ground level. Soms are still
in their original setting. A close examination of these originals;
roveals a small neat hole penetrating right through the stons. These
holes were the result of an experiment by young male members of the
family who had been set the task of hand drilling holes to enable the
atones to be snigged from the quarry. Hand drilling not only proved.
to be hard work, but alsc time consuming, so a 303 rifle with solid
nozed bullets was substituted for hammer and drill., The result was a
noat round hole on the aiming side with-a larger hole on the break-out
side.

While George White was building his stone work, he empioyed one other

4 man to do all the carpentry, a first cousin and fellow Shetlander,

John Mitchell, Mitchell was a ships carpenter by trade and a very
ine tradesman. Before his arrival in New Zealand, he, like his
cousin George had desertad ship in Aus*ralia to try his lueck on the
ioldticlds and along with o hrolher, '»drew, arrived on the Ko
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Zealend Tields some time after the main rush.

John litekell was later to leave his mark further down Ceritral at

Fruitlands, Wpere he built his own &tone cottage, This'is now

grzzectﬁd py inclusion in the Geldfielde Park and known as "Mitchdl
ottage".

- I3 § 3 !
George White was able to employ John Mitchell on wages and financs
the puroh?se of materiale for the MLosse Box" from money he recei
from the Lakes County for the contract he had for building the zig
zag raad up. to the Crown Terrace. T

This descriptive higtory of the "Loose Box". is of the.originél bar
befrre any alterations were varried out in 1957 and onwards,

In conclugion, there are very few historical buildings which have |
such deﬁallod and acourate information available about them, or hap
been buil® of Buch laeting quality as this one. : :

Thie $ociets recommonds strongly that this building be included ih
the list of tmeasured historicsl buildings of this district. B

0uEo000000000
Nellie Johnston®f Macetow!

TED SAT8 RO NELLIR JOMNEIOND OF MiCRTOWN

dn an sarlder lwgue of the Courier (Number 25) the late Mrs Nellie
Johnwione reluted how ahe grew up at Mazetown:
dosordiption of 1iAfe as a widow in Arrowtown, after the untimely dea
of hew husbsnd (who was a Cerrier in ths Waketipu dissrict in the 4
parly. lR0's, PRy

W1 had a goung Camily to bring upy and things were pretty tough,
took du bearders, and the boys went to school in Arrowhown. Ee nad
aude mest = with a etruggle. Boarders usually came to me from the
dont Offloe end the Store or the Golden Arrow Mine. One was the

ldbrarian, I usually charged twenty eight ghillings a week, Ther?
wamn't muoh left over from that at the end of the week. I'd have 1
@ook for them, do their washing and give them lunches to taks to th

Mfnes 1 had two boarders in at one time.
bheg'e Wit o vension for the boys.
iy hudbend died,

Apart from that income,
I got that about ftwo years af:.
It was about Tour pounds az month.

The following is hé

8.

A a shin of beef Wéé oﬁéléﬁéi
As for clothing, it was very

boots . rather than shoes and I

A loaf of bread then cost sight pencej
sixpence, We grew our own vegetables.
plain and rather rough. The boye wore
made their clothes. _ _
At that time there was no electricity in Arrowtown., We used candleg

or lamps. We cooked on a coal range, and washing wag done in a
cooper out the back. We had to cart the water by hand until it was

oventually piped,
There were about two hundred people in Arrowtown then, I suppose.
Apart from the mining, there was farming round about. 4 lot of the
men worked in the mines at Macetown. They'd go up there on lMonday
morning and come back on Saturday. ’
Dr Thomson was at the Arrow hogpital thens MNr and Mrs Gilland were
the Wardsman and Matron. Miss Wall was the cook and Timmy Cosgrove
was the working man. Thsre have been a lot of changes in Arrowtown
gince then. _
There was a Convent school opposite the lane from the Catholic Church
to the town. When the High School closed; the building was used ag a
public Hall, -Later, my mother—in-law bought it and it was sold to
Jhaws for a Garage. . . A
Tobins' Track was still in use as well as the zig-zag off the Crown
Terrace. My husband used to cart coal from Cardrona over the ‘top of
the Crown Range and down there.
The weather has changed toc. Winters were more scvere and the summers
were hotter. 1948 was the most severe winter I can remember - snow uj
to the window ledges, and freezing. There were a lot more Maori Hens
(wekas) round then, and tuis too. As well, there were goats up in
the back of the hills - back of Bush Creek." W, | ‘
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THE TREASURER REPORTS - T B i
126 Financial members as at end of September

4 Un~financial members
10 Associate members
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The PowerBoardwith no powel 9. 10
THE POwiR 304FD WITH NO POWER '
Ll ‘ ith thelr plant overloaded, Queenstown bought a second-hand deisecl

(Contributad ty W.P, Saunders ) blant from a mining concern at Skippers, for $26,000. It generated
I% cost about $8 to run and the

It was a troublescme plant

Hh0 KW and was used for peak loads.

ghe La@e Wakafipu Electric Power Board was the only Electric Power fovenue from it came to $3,50 pexr hour.
oard in New Zealand to be duly gazetted as such 'and never fuﬁctione nd, as Queenstown's load increaged as the town grew, the deisel be—
#me a costly venture. 3

frdthe tl?? i form&tlﬁn.Of a district Board was mooted, Queenstown : | ;

fa_ a small hydro generating plant of 65 XKW in the One Mile creek g the end, the rural and Arrowtown representatives on the Board,

This flrst produced power in the spring of 1924, Prior to tﬁib o who agreed in principle), decided that without Queenstown is was not

Quermstown had an acetylene gas plént (whioh’blew dﬁ.on Jﬁne éi;d viable propositicn to service the emaller area., All was solved whel
! deisel seized up, never to go again, -

;zié):ff Like "H.M.S. New Zealand" it was scrapped long before it wad'®
J Y ® - G
' puoenztown then decided to buy the Wye Creek Plant and sell power to

1M g T ! L i . -
éif Mme Mile Plant and reticulation cost the Borough ahout $48,00¢ ho Board, but they found the Power Board had the sole right to
I'litNEt thilnegds of Queenstown and actually showed a small p;ofi% goncrate power in the area.

1180T8 and tre lectric Ir R N 5 na.ll : ‘ |

1920s. This suited QuoonéiszOI; }hi‘uﬁual électrlc mod. cons in thd, solve it all, the Board went oult of existence and the Otagzo Centza’
rore Sl p(wer“ enstown, but the Tarming area and Arrowtown §lectric Power Board took over the area; the Queenstown plant and
T e ) : \rrowtown got power in 1939, after six yesrs of hard bargaining, and
is gtate of affairs went on until 1933, when gz meeting was held in B rural areas were eventually included in 1945 and even later.

gqumbeﬁ- ??poingees at the neeting were :~ Queenstown Borough
» bverton (lMayor), Frank Gavin snd Charles T Tk 9
: i ! : and - bhnarles Ingles, Lake County - ites' i ¢ ;9C000EW00000D s i
iohﬁ Reid and W,.Thompson, Farmers' Union - W.ge S;under, Arrritown ! e L prai
:; qifego gie flgdlng of this meeting was that an expert opinion JUITES' HOUSE AT "OLD NICHOLAS"
‘hoald be obtained. 1
; lotalls taken from a letter from Miss Jessie Mackenzie, late of

A Mr OllmeP a qualified Electrical Engineer, was engaged to ré . o] Peak).

o report on the whole proposed Set—up, e was paid $?4O fO; S@Dg;t' :

i ottendirg three meetings. The Board was formed and gazéttoﬁti ) Joveral months ago, for two members of our Historical Society, childe

Decorber 1934 and W. James was appointed Chairman. ok adhncl. P memories were refreshed when they visited the site of the Whites'
Miss Jessie llagkenzie and her cousin,

Ronostead in the Vot valley.

The Queeistown representatives e i i

Quaenstown would ge io?nﬁnivgget;p%;ghi iy o Bl ity rs K. Bakor, Weit griven from My Jicholas homestend over o Dt

b, Ml b s be?n e 30?4 ho ?elp Arrow and the rural arel | {he site of Nicholas Von Tunzleman's first dwelling (not the house
€ & borougn, was not required to find a nilt by his brother-in-law, Pickett, where John MeGlashan School hag

purrantoe; the rural areas were, by law
b Ty §ho Adventure Camp). Only a chimney now marks the spot,

Mf “‘ [ L i (7 £ SRUCHE: i, bl -
ol by the Big Boaok s g s iy gk plant, which was 'ho Whites were established in the Von Valley a few months prior to
he arrival in the Wakatipu of W.G. Rees and Nicholas von Tunsleman,

Efnnd by the Big Beach Dredging Company, came on the market for
Gy Q00 oonplete ith et erensd : . . !
v plete wi transmission line The . ; , . : ; -
whieh had 10 be replaced. ; line had blu gum poles@) |ch makes Mt Nicholas the oldest Station in the district.
aorne 114 not agree to the . i e 80 cousins were then driven to "Old Nicholas", where the two-roomet
I 1ewn would not agree to the Roard going ahead with the “urchasel g Vel i - LR 5 o -
the Freord muggontod Queenstown buv it end sell the Borrd momen  1on @ vone hut still stands, solid as a rock, now 121 years old. igg
st M cardt power, but W jenwis and her onusin were able to peoint ocut where the original 13
I the stone hut. Thisg

'IIil' WEe Honr il Y o e .
h anrd ko 1) f"l{ih 11 OQueesriat s -
b Gk LEL LT BLERLINT O 3_1'"}'1 } e 4 ; = ¥ . o
: e % ® omed house hod atocd, slightly in fromt of
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house was pulled Aown by the Mackenzie family in 1909 and parts of
it were incorporated in buildings at ‘the Lake (Whites Bay).

The old stone bnt is unfenced and cattle have free run of the placd
so it is all the .ore memarkable that magnificient trees sgtill
survive. There are large English oaks, ash, cedar and one or two
huge Wellingtonias, lime trees, chesnuts, Many aspen, a cork oak,
cork elms, Queensl-ond maples, relics of former glory when tennis
court, 1ily pond, etc. added 40 the elegance of the setting.

A place like this ig worthy. of preservation — surely a challenge 14
a Society such ag ouve!
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A CHINAMAN 3UYS 4 HADIO Chinamarbuysaradio- RonGordor
(Contribgtei'by RQn Curdon)

In the yeer 1942, 4he mly remaining Chihese on the goldfields wore
those employed by tLo Yokome i Gold Mining Company. The Sino~Jdapanet
war had been going for a few years, and their horeland was being
mercilessly bombed. Taie Second World Var was nearing the end. of the
third year, and a4 Allied victory over the Azis-PowerS‘and,"hopefu1;
Japan too, was the onlw ray of hope for their homeland to which the
st return.

One Bing Young, who was g race~keeper stationed on the fartherest oy
longth of Race, znd lived on the north side of Mill Creek bush, hadf
been to Dunedin and hai arrived home with a Radio. Bing had hesrd 1
Nows oach evenine fiom Ching-King, so home he came, radio, batteried
and a4ll, e redio was a table cabinet model, #ix valve, with shord

Wave band-as wall as broafcast, The batteries were two large dry-—ce
walghing araut 50 nounds cach, and one 17 plate 6 volt Car battery, |

welghing alort 150 pouads.

Blng got it oarted to witlin three miles of his hut then, with the
Bet und Dry botteries on (ne end of a pole and the big Car battery
the other'end, he met ~fr up the mountain for home. Halfway up he
lefh hie burden and walke( up to the hut and had a meal, then came
down afd resumnod tho hill haul.

Mug sraoted nn aorinl an lixed an earth wire, then asked the write
2

Be oome and gl 4 fnlag,

Aty
e

[ coupled up the batteries and got 4YA, Dunedin,. T;Q reception wag
good, but Bang! went a little 6 volt torch bulb insice the set.

It seemed to be an important pamrt of the business, bocause the set
was dead without it.

Ny produced a card of 1 dozen torch bulbs, bu# they were only 4 volid
[ paid it would go for about half a minute until the bulb b}ew.

"Put it on Wellington and try", said Bing. I go? 2YA, Welllngtonh
but only for a short time, and the bulb went. Bing produced ang? er
oulb from the card, "try Auckland". I had 1Y4 and a good reception

indeed when that bulb went.

i i i i heet of paper, an
Jing (with typical Chinese honasty) gave me a s /
anglgpe and a stamp, to write to Beggs. While we had supper (pgrt
wine and cocoa) I managed to twist a label off.a bag Df"TlC? behlgﬁ
me, and work it into my hip pocket. It had "Bing Youag" written in
Chinese cn the back, and English on the front, ;

My letter to Chas. Begg & Co. went like this ...

NDoar Sirs, Regarding the radio I purchased from you recently,bl sor;;
to say it not go well. A torch bulb among the valves on the base oi*
the set blew, It was six volts I tried four volts? hut of courss'_‘
roon blew. One bulb get Dunedin, two bulb get Wel}lniton,%three bul,
ot Auckland,; how many bulb it take to get Chgng-Fingm‘ I hope you
pond bulb that net blowe Yours faithfully, Bing Yourg.

. ) . et 3 .l"?",—' ae
Thie is where the tag off the rice bag came in. I croied the Chinesd
sarefully, and so his signature was in two languages.
Boggs wrote back asking for the set to be sent in foy tﬁgtlngc Bing
1wgdad it all on the pole again - it was downhill this time, and away
back the set went.

i for the duration of the Wazr
About a week later, the mine closed down .
vo the set stayed ;n Dunedin, It would be safe to say Bing wouldlbe
the only Chinese to have a radio on the goldfields in Ney Zealandl
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" ISTRICT SCHEME .

14+

I'UTURE PLANS FOR THE SOCIETY .

The f?llowing have been included in '
the list of important items registered Te
as bglng of historical, scientific or

Special interest in the District Schemn

Trig Station, Mt Nicholas
Moranio Boulders at Kingston
Maori Camp sites at Dart River

Stone Wall, Queonstown cemetery

1 y ‘
The Arrowtown Borough Counoil o

veo

Nine Miners!' Cottages
Butoher's phop and old Baker's oven
Cbone Vall, Arrow Lane

King Bdward VII Memorisi Lamp

oo w

In Garston .

Two Houmon

Culverts and Races, Nevis to Garston Road
dhablos at Garston

HStone houme and Well, Nokomai giding
Haw=pit at Mill Creek

aooono0oooono

We hope to arrange one or two social evenings
for all members, from February until the onset:
of winter, so look out old photos, old slides
and bring old memories. ‘

A day trip to the historic sites in the
Kingston~-Fairlight nrea, this summer.

During Queenstown's Summer Festival Week it is
hoped to organise a conducted walk around
places of historie interest in Queenstown.
This proved very popular last year, with 56
joining in.

A BUS TRIP through places of historic interest
in the Wakatipu is also planned, during
QUEENSTOWN SUMMER FESTIVAL WEEK.

Watch 'Mountain Scene'!

for details and dates
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