KK THE QUEENSTOWN COURIER Kol
The Official Publication of the
QUEENSTOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY (INC.)

FHe R e KoK H 3

Twenty-nineth Issue - lay 1983

(Note next issue will be No. 31 — the
30th Issue was dated November 1982)

HRAR KX AHHR
CERS OF THE SOCIETY :
| | UJ.:NT

oo

lirs Roma Mcindrew, 4 Anderson Heights, Queenstown

BT.WRY ¢ Joa
wRY ¢ Joan Carswell, 9 Robertson Street, Queenstown

2
—~J
s

¢ Mrs Rona McCurdy, 66 Lake Esplanade, Queenstown
LITIES ¢ N ! g '
NN g. glaytong A. De La Mare, J., Donaldson, A. Harris
» Geary, M. Hood, A. Hudson, M. McDons "D, Olive
£ Dot it . m, M. MceDonald, D. Oliver,
KK

AINUAT, SUBSCRIPTIONS

#l oubscriptions for 1982/83 are now die,

N por fami
(”*nﬂifhguly or $B.OO for one person (Courier included in the
ption). Receipts for subscriptions will not be sent out
(=g Ve
HEHHRAKRFHH

POURLER ~ Back copies

poplop of the Courier are aVallable,

 avallable are -

LV A Llll ) are 3§ 55 10, 11’ 129 139 159 179 18, 19’ p(‘):) 219
22y 24, 25, 26, 27, 28,

Index of' Courier up to No. 1’6, gao Courlier No. £6.

Mo XK W M Ao MW

S
W st
quare again privileged to inelude a paper by Mr Neville Ritchie,
ar&hacologist attached to the Clutkha Vallecy Hydro Scheme., It deals
with the research into the Chinese settlement at Cromwell and
neighbouring areas. Readers will find interest in glass and
ceramic items, coins, etc. recovered from Cromwell Chinatown which
are on display in the Tnformation Centre at Cromwells

\ ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON NINETEENTH CENTURY-

CHINESE SETTLEMENT IN THE CROMWELL ARESA .o

Archaeologyof Chineseat Cromw e RitehiBy¢ Neville Ritehie
ell-
|- Neville Ritchi€” ;.. 1001 0gist,

Cromwell

This article is a revisec version of on interim report on the
Cromwell Chinatown cxcavation (Ritohie,19§0). The main report is
currently being compiled.

iﬁtrnduoﬁigg

Yince 1978, a procramnme of archaeclogical research (directed by tho
i, Historic Places Trust) has been underway in the areas affected

by the Clutha Valley Development hydro-dam construction projects
Amongst the thrcE?Enedrsites are numerous Tormer Chinese habitations
and workings, the’ legacy of the Chinese miners who worked in the |
area during the }atter half of the nineteenth century. Archaso-
logical study of these sites has considerable potential %o expand

our rather impoverished knowledge, developed from historical and

archival rescarch, of the lifestyle of the Chinese goldseckers.

and theses with reference to the nineteenth
century NZ-Chinese population exist but these publications tend Vo
have a socioclogical rather than historical orientation, e.g. The

Don diaries; McNeur (1924), Hall (1927), Mathews (1934), Fyfe (1948)
Fong (1959), Grief (1974). In the last decade some informative :
popular books and articles have been produced (e.g. Ng 1972a, 1972D,
Butler 1977) but they present relatively little new information
because their data is derived from the same ‘limited range of
gources which the earlier authors used. .

d analysis, involving the detailed -
refuse and structural remains,
This information,

Numerous Books, papers

Archasological investigations an
and systematic study of discarded
nrovides a wirtually independent data source.

not only supports

and enhances interpretations derived Ifrown
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Archaeology of Chinese at Cromwell - Neville Ritchie
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historical research but also provides additional insights into the ﬁ

day to day life of any studied group ﬂhlch are not available by any
- other nzans,

Background of Chinese Settlement in N.Z.

The higtory of Chinese settlement in W.Z. began in 1865 when the
Otago Provincial Council and the Chamber oif Commerce agreed to invite
Uhinese on the Victorian goldfields to.rework the Otago.goldfislds..
At the time (tago appeared to bBe on the verge of a,miningfslump.wwu
following the departurs of thousands of suropean miners for the newly
discovered goldfields in Marlborough and oa the West Coast.  Thus
bhe wmajority of the Chinese who camo to N.Z. initially settled in
Ulngo, although several hundred also sottled in Nelson and Unstland

(Hoinz 1977835).

Almost without exception the Chinese immigrants originated from
twonglung Prcvince in S. China (Ng 1972:1), this area not only had
the lonmast !istory of colonial contact, but alse the worst social
barmoi esuld of the Opium wars, rebellion, over-population,
povorty, banditry, clan feuding, natural disasters and epidemics,
Jo thoro were obvicusly many incentives to emigrate — gold provided
tho stimulus. The Cantonese gold scckers wre merely one component
of an irmense population exodus from southern China throughout the
latter half ¢f the nineteenth century. - The migrants also went to
Uil Asla, islends in the Pacific and Indian oceans, the United States’
and Auetraliz (Ng <981:4).
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Iitie'ly all the Chinese who landed in New Zealand came from the -
Mstralian state of Viectoria, after the Otago Council's invitation
had béen circulated around the gold mining centres there. However,
aftor a few years increasing numbers came directly from China, as
word went back to relatives of the prospects on the New Zealand
goldfields. The characteristic chain pattern of lineage migration
devolopod. Vith rare exceptions the carly New Zealand Chinese were
denoondod from peasant farmers and rural artisans (Ng 1972:1).

Chinowse sottlement in N.Z. can be divided into three phases (this
remesroh e only concernsd with the first one). It dates from the

lret arrlvale in 1865 until about 1900. During this period the
Lidnees wore ovorwhelmingly sojourner in outlook and goldmining was
theldy olilef cooupation. They also tended to have minimal inter-

When with Yuve dane.  Mhe cnnond phose wag begwonsn 1900 and 1952

when the New Zealand=Chinese remained as

aliens in the Land, despite

e
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a growing desire for the settlement of their families here. In
this phase they were principally established in market-gardens,
fruit shops and laundries. The third and continuing phase, which
dates from 1952, relates to their present assimilation and -
increasing absorption into the general New Zealand community.

(Ng 1981:1). . '

The NZ-Chinese population reached a peak cof just over 5,000 between
1878-81. Virtually all were men. The percentage of goldminers
among their number ranged from 90% down to 45% (in 1901). Compare
this with the 100,000 plus who fled Kwangtung and settled in
California after 7848 and 50,000 who settled in Australia in the
1850's ‘alone. Because they were late arrivals at the Californian
rushes, the Chinese were normally obliged to rework old claims whick
had been abandoned by Buropean miners. In New Zealand there seems
Lo have been less compulsion to rework the old claims, but the
Chinese frequun%ly chose to do so. Generally, they were content to
work for a small steady return rather than chase the elusive :
honanga so anxiously sought by the Buropean miners. :

The early Chinese in New Zealand had to contend with considerable
malevolent and bureaucratic racial discrimination but they
oxperienced little direct violence compared with the inter~Chinese
fouding that dovoloped in the United States and the often vidlent
troatment they received at the hands of white miners in Australia
(Price 1974, Butler 1977:23, Ng 1972: 5). The last writer; in
pnrticular, has striven to balance the historical record with
regard to the @hn@eful defamation, borne out of bigotry, political
opportunism =n(. fear of cconomic comngtition which the Chinese in
N2, eprrlencué last century. The outcome of the anti-Chinese
agzitation was the passing in 1881 of the first of a number of
restrictive Irmigration Acts (incidentally similar processes had
ncoumed in the United States and Australia - refer Price 1974).

By that date (i.e. 1881) the number of Chinese in N.Z, was already

decreasing. By 1901 there were 2963 Chinese in N.Z. (almost all
males), literally an aged, dispirited and declining group (Ng
196132 ). '

Chinecse Settlewent in the Cromwell Area

The first Chinese arrived in‘thb Cromwell
latter half of 1866, less than four years after the
Lownship. They originally set up comp in the vieinity of

area (via Duhmdln) in the
founding of the
Gl Braltnge
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Rock, = prbminent rock face on the banks of the Clutha River some
four kilometres below Cromwell (Parcell 1976:148). About 1870,

gome Chiﬁese‘storekeepers had established themselves at the wpper
cnd of Cromwell's main street, where they formed the nucleus of a
'Chinatown'. Initially, few miners lived in the gettlement, the
najority preferring to establish themsclves in rock shelters near
the workings within the river gorges and side gullies (ibida149).

Hlore they comstructed shelters by walling up the front of rock
overhargs or the open space under boulders with slabs of schist, of
which detrital fragments are abundant in the local environment.

Tn areas where there were no natural overhangs they built small

stone huts, but the raw materials on hand were the chief deter—
minents of construction techniques, Thus at Waipori and in the Nevis

Nokomei they. constructed mainly mud brick dwellings, at Round Hill in

Bouthlend they made huts of. wooden shingles, whilst in Wostland they
utilised reupo,  timber and stone. In souwe instances, for exampley
b Lowrence, they used boards, rico gooke and, flattened kercosine tins
(MoGil11 1980831), Fortunately, “M'JPMUWUthHtH1ﬂmymeﬁu?fD

have wrnorully shunned tente.

The peak year for Chineso lomlgration to Now Zealand was 1871, by
whiak time there were over 200 Chinemo residents in the Cromwell
areay ouwt of w total of 4000 Ohineso rminers spread throughout Otago.
Mhis oompares wilh 7000 Buropean mincrs (Ng 1972:3). The heyday. of
Ohdinese mindne was in the 1870's and 1080's. After the eighties the
onit Ly worked gold had largely been won and it became the turn of
bhe levgor sonle, gonenally Buropean owned, sluicing and dredging
pompuidens  Many, Chinese became involved in small sluice mining
vantures, buts with tho notable exoopticn of Sew Hoy, the Shotover
dredalng pioneer, thoy did not take up the new dredging technologye.
Geadually thelr numbers on the goldfields began to diminish as they
moved to the oitles, adopted other cccupations; returned to China or
dlwd, '

The _Archaoological Approach

(iven an alvost complete lack of published details about Chinese
witen in Now Zealand, it was necéssary to approach the investigation?
of tlo sitee in the Cromwell area with a broadly defined set of 1
shlootilves in mind.

i

These objectives were tos

1. Analyse the site distribution and its variability.
5. Determine how the sites fit into the overall pattern of
historic settlement, : s ] :
7., Examine the process of acculturation and changes through time.
Na. Bxamine the. subsistence and sceial pattorns.
b. Determine the origin of all artifacts found in the sites.
c. Examine the processes of marufacture and distribution of the
products imported from China,
5. Record relovant informati-n about the Chinese from surviving
~elderly informents.

The first excavaticns centred on the former Chinese rockshelters
in the Cromwell Gerge (all will be cventually flooded by Lake
[unstan). Twenty-five were tested initially, with five being .
selected for total excavation (Ritchie 1979). From that work and
Lsanciated rescerch a picturs developed of 1ife in the rock
nnelters, narticularly with regard to subsistence activities, bub
it slsc provided some insights into the gsocial aspects of Chinese
sethlenent. '

The next logical step was to investigate a Chinese urban settlo=
nent, and the obvious choice of sites in the Cromwell area wag Hhe
township's former ‘Chinatown'. The site was excavated over
January-February 1980.

The Chinese urban settlements in New Zealand (kmown variously am
Chinese camps, cantons, or in Cromwell's case, Chinatown) differad
considerably 3. size, from clusters of a few huts, to the likes of
thogse at Tawrence and Round Hill, where 500 plus Chinese lived
(Greif 1974317, kcGill 1980336, 88). Although Cromwell's.Chings
bown has bron coscribed as containing "up to 200" (Marsh Do)y
Don's diaries (c.g. 1894:21 and Don quoted in Butler 1977.833) .

lhe physical size of the structures would suggest the main nueleus
housed considerably less, in fact probably only about forty. Thae
figure "200" quoted by Marsh probably included Chinese living dn
the immediate vicinity of Cromwell and having regular interactlon
with the citizens of Chinatown proper. ‘

Portuituously, Cromwell's Chinatown was the best preserved exampl
f this type of site in Otago. It also appears to have had the
roatest lonzevity. It existed ot w recornised Chinese pattlomont
ik B9 Dther ma Chinesc urban eaciaved In

FEAEer T4

d Tk wr e
Lolity o

B e ”
Loasdt i




-

in Central Otago such as those at Lawrence, Roxburgh, Alexandra,
and Gueenstown have been virtually destroyed. In other areas of
Central Otage where large numbers of Chinese congregated, for
example, around Bennockburn, in the Shotover, Nokomai, Nevis and
Cardrona Valleys, Conroys Gully and in the Roxburgh Gorge, they
tended net to cluster inte sizeable population units. The disper-
ped settlement patterns are attributable to the topography, the
location of established Buropean settlemcnts and the dlstrlbutlon
of thc alluvial gold in these localities.

Lrnmw»ll’s Chinatown appears to owe its origins to the arrival of
Chinese storekeepers in Cromwell in the late 1860's, not long after
the first influx of miners (Parcell 1976:150). They established a
business area on thethen undeveloped upper end of the main sireet
of Cromwell and a residential area behind the shong, on the alrcady
mined—cvar terrace beside the Kawarau River. The two areas are
pnoparated by & steep forty metre high bank.

Mho location of the settlement was probably compelled upon the
Uhlnese as nuch as chogen of their own volition. By the time they

arrived in Cromwell, the surveyed sites had largely heen occupied

by Buropeans., There-is no record that the existing European
population ¢f Crouwell was violently antagonistic towards the
"Chinese invasion" (although they were at neighbouring Bamnockburn -
Parooll 197€:150), however, the arrival of Chingse in any established
furopean ‘tounship was “seldom welcomed with open arms" (Buller 1977:

]1). The Chinese probably deliberately established themselves on
the "top terrace" because they would not be direetly intruding or
oomputing within the white part of Cromwell, thus lessening the
pouniblllty of antagonieing the Eurmpuﬂn ¢itizens, They would have
boun wware of antl-Chinese sentiment in other Central Otago towns
e Lhey peassed through them en route inland, for example, in 1367
thea white oitlieens of Lawrence pamsad o by-law forbidding the
Chinedo to oamp within the town's environs (MeGill '1980::36)0
Undoubtedly, snother inoentive to wottle where they did in Cromwell,
was bthe faot dthat the ares waws uncoouplod Crown Lend, thus they were
able Yo mgquat there gratiss If thoy held a miners right they were

- 48 feet for a hut or

antitled te Wnooauplad Hl'l\l]!lll macauring 24
|

hent mlbes Obher factors lLikely to vy Influenced the selection

' Gha mite were that 1b wam eentral Lo tho W(31 areas (i.e., the
a | I "
NERTRY IvRRhanERY . Bhe e llingn provitod e ready source of
OBt WOBLD aterinle, | I LEban & rulmualh gpring =nTorded
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{: good water supply and it was sheltered from the strong northerly
winds which blow in the Cromwell ares every .summer.

The historical development of Chinatown is rather obscure. The
Chinese business seotion was thriving in the mid 1880's, but to
hwﬁlﬂ with there were few Chinese miners living in the settlement
self (Parcell 1976: 150). The business sector included general
toros, grog shops, gaming rooms (ibids $151) and at least one,
albeit short lived, brothel (Cromwell Argus 1890). Across the
gtreet from the business area, a substantial Chinese market garden.
woe also established. The services offered by the Chinese business
community sppear to have gradually attracted some miners to live in
A around "the canton". The storeksspers, in particular, held
sonsiderable influsnce within the Chinese settlements, offering
%Lﬂ1aec provisions, the services of a post office, interpretery
nowe outlet, a high-interest banlz and a social centre (Greif -
1974518)%
The business 4t of Chinatown extended
wouth side of Molmore Terrace, the main sitreet of Cromwell (the
nrea is presently demarcated by Hangos' Furniture store and the
houses opposite the Vietoria Hotel, As far as can be ascertained
lhe largely wooden Chinese stores and businesses were deserted by
about the turn of the century. . Around 1930 the then Public Works
Dopartment demolished and removed the remaining structures becauge
they were considered a public health risk.

some 150 metres along the

n the last Tifteecn years, substantial finds of Chinese artifaocts
have boen made b~ some Cromwell residents, within and immediately
hohind their private properties in the arca deccribed above. Mp

.. Mangos uncovered a large number of Chinese avtifacts and bottlen
in 1967, when he was excavating for the foundations of his house,
nd he has 2dded to his collection by subsecguznt excavations.
Gimilarly Mr R. Thomson has amassed a large collection of Chinggo
ceramics from behind his property (Ritchie n.d.a., n.d.b. Yo As
both collections are dominated by alcohol bottles (both European
#lass and Chinese ceramic) it seems likely that they had uncoveraed
hottle dumps associated with the former Chinese "grog shops!e

lIndoubtedly the
offect on the lile of
(i.6., the lower) arc
dwellinse were £h1”1’ g &O'l;ltn“
I'inally Doills showt 90

|

closure of the Chinese stores had a detrimental
the remsining citizens in the residential
~ of Chinatown. The predominantly stone

se the old miners left or diad

ory rocords indicated
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that the last Chinese burial in the Cromwell area occurred in 1921
(CBC records), providing a reasonable terminus ad quem for the
settlement. Incidentally, of 1300 deaths (as recorded on death
certificates) registered at Coomwell between 1863 and 1938, 85 were
those of Chinese; the last one in 1921 (R. Murray pers.comm),

After abandcnment the buildings gradually decayed, hastened,'no-
doubt by the removal of roofing iron from the.structures not long
after they were abandoned. ;

The shady scuth facing location of the Chinatown site favoured
rapid vegetation growth and the arca became overgrown within a few
yoars of its desertion. Occasional fruit trees found wituin the
bush near the eite are a tangible reminder of some of the horti-
ultural intereste of. its former inhabitants.
which consisted of willow, sycumore and elderberry trees, clematis
vines, briar and numerous scrubby plants had protected the site
considerably from the ravages of fossickers. - Some of the willow
troes were possibly planted by the Chinese, the rest are adventi-
tioue introcuctions. g

@

The Dxcavation

The sito was initially examined in July 1978. This involved
mlashing trecks through the dense undergrowth in order to deter-
wine ils extent, what remeined, and the problems likely to be
Involved in clearing the area.

The excavation began in 7 January 1980, and lasted ten weekss the

Plrogt “two being entirely taken up with 3lesrius the site of
vogotations This involved an area of 200 x 50 aquare metres. The

ptatey all atanding trees being left, but all gerub, fallen trees
and loaf Titter wore totally oleared.

After the yegetation had beon romovod, it was apparent that +the
gobbtlomont | ad been bullt on hummooky ground resulting from the
working of the tervain prior to the arrival of the Chinese, Within
bhe eleared area a total of twenty definite huts, six suspected hut
I mlone revetted terraces and tracks, a

Hll.hﬂ. Bavera!l agoltlenp
No obvious middens

spring and twe posalble shaftes wore wcovered.

Unoet iry

Peount il {HwhuJ E LT roau Gl YL L0l '."'"]'F,"J‘.,‘J’_'_’flg in ths

The vegetution cover,

alm of the cloaring operation was to leave the site in a "park-lika"

(rnhwluh HORpE Wore npparent, oxcept for a lot of debris in the nort)
BARSDNeE WS el appeastd Yo Lave been dumped down the bank in rore

i
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of Chinatown). 4n ash dump located just beyond the western margin
of the site was tested but proved to be a later European deposit,

The excavations were concentrated on the interiors and irmediate
surrounds of the various huts, with smaller sampling excavations
being undertaken on the garden terraces and in and around other
features such ag the dumps. The surrounding bush was also extens—
ively searched for at least 300 metres either side of the cleared
area to ensure that the full extent of the site was determined.
Within the site-area some 210 square wetres were totally excavated
a8 well as numorous test pits to determine the extent and nature
of the cultursl depeosits.

The Structural Remains

Some consistencies of orientation and construction were readily
nnparent within the structures of the settlement. Several of the
huts were logat: djacent to the riverside track which rust have
heen formed g » sarly in ths historic era, probably by 1870.
This track whioh passes through Chinatown was later used by
lumbering wagon tesms conveying coal .tc Cromwell from the coal pit
upstean of the Chinese settlement (Parcell 1950:261). Ethno-
historical records indicate that the Chinese deliberately orien-
tated their huts 2t various angles to hinder the passage of evil
spirits (Don quoted in Butler 1977333), but the hummocky topograply
also imposed its own limitations. The Chinese seem to have takan
advantage of the undulating ground within the site. In almost all
cases at least twe walls of each hut were built into the adjacent
gravel or earth banks, which were retained by stone revetting.

o

Sixty five perccnt of the twenty well-defined structures in the
settlement were single isolated units. The other seven were mapant
back to back, forming a central group clustered around a stone
walled enclosure which probably originslly housed pigs. As many
of the adjoining walls were of "double thickness" very little
energy or material was saved by building the various huts back to
back, However, this aggregated type of construction is o feature
of wany villages in southern China.

sonstructed of cobbles of greywacke and slobe of
L frowm.the tailing debris. ' Mud mortar was ususlly
¢ the stones but in somo inatances a lime: mertar

Lortar also gerved ag'n plagfer ddsideone Bl
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Although the huts were essentially surface features, some would have
had 'a semi-subterranean appearance because they were built into the
adjacent banks. The stone walls were surmounted by roofs consisting
of corrugated iron sheeting supplemented by scrappy offcuts of zine

and iron sheeting and flattened kerosine-type tins. The roofs were
vupported by timber frames built upon the low stone walls. In the
instances where post butts survived (the wood type hag not been
detergined yet) they were found to be nade of'milled'fimber9 although
saplings. and driftwood were probably also used for framing.

HBome of the ruts had flooring made up of interlocked slabs of schist,
whilst in otlers the floors consisted of the compacted river terrace
gravels., In nearly every instance the door was located on the lefit
hand side of the stone fireplace and chimmey at one end of the hut,
the limited yost butt evidence suggesting that the bed or sléeping -
platform was built across the opposite end wall. Some of the huts
had wooden or stone' steps and in weny iustances short pieces of
motal stindards were used to support the deoor jambs. Both the
ptructural remains and photographic evidence indicate that windows
and verts were entirely absent. Some concern over security was
indicated by the finding of several old padlocks.

The hute varied in size but two size groupings stand out (3 x 2 and
4¢% x 2.5, square metres). It would be tempting to speculate that
the size differences had social significance but the material remains
do not support such contentions. The size variations probzably

ref’! yot more functional reasons such as the nature of the ground,
the mvailability of stone, the number of occupants and the whim and
enorgy ol the respective hut builders. It is readily apparent that
bhe hute were built by different people, probably over a space of a
faw yorres, because of observable verieations in the construction of
bhe atuno walls, despite the fact that they were all constructed of
the same basic materials.

Yo lmow {'rom immigration records and recorded observations, rein-
Foroed b7y the type of artifacts that were uncovered, that the settle-

et waW o walo domain., Even in 1901 the census records state that
there were only fifteen Chinese wives in New Zealand (although it is
fiown that many of the Chinese miners were married before they came
o New Zealand - Ng 197233). The size and layout of the huts,

et arted by Don'es obeervations, indicate that the huts ware seldom

neupiad e s than two men,

fhe highest value coin found was one shilling.

1P

['he Material Rewmains

finteresting differences were evident within the artifactual assembl-

npos associated with each hut. Those at the ecastern end of the site
wore undoubtedly cccupied by Chinese miners based on the assemblages
(ound therein. Hewever, some of the huts at the western end,
n1though they may have been built by the Chinese, were later occupied
nd modified by "destitute" Buropeans during the Depression years of

flhe 1930's.

nglish currency (c.30) uncovered within the site ranged from 1870
until 1907, neatly spanning the main parioed of Chinese occupance.
lhen the coins and
other datable artifacts such as bottles, matchboxes, buttons and
niils, are analysed in detail it will be possible to cbtain a
reasonably aceurate idea of the period of odcupancy of each dwelling.

ssemblages associated with individual huts provides:
their usage or specific activities, for example, hut
} produced morc ovidence of opium smoking, in the form of opium
lincture phials, opium heating lamps made from bottle necks, "funs'
(trays for holding opium "deals") and fragrental pipe remains than
nny other. It scems likely that this hut served as a opium dene

itudy of the a
inzights intoe

3

it 26 was ospecially interesting. It had been gutted by fire ag
ovidenced by charred timbers and burnt debris within the structura,
Ihe heat had becn so intense in some parts that bottle glass had
nolted.  The cobjects which survived the fire were largely undist-
urbed. It cenceivable that the hut's occupiler had some
uxperience making or using gun powder (for use in Chinese fire-
works?) or al salvage, because several large globs of lead and
over 200 pre World War One .303 calibre projectiles {not the cart=
ridges) were found within the hut. The same hut alse contained “two
deposits of Chinese coins numbering over 120 in total. Another
I'ifty were found elsewhere in the settlement. Although Chinese
coins were brought to New Zealand as currency, they had little onih
value here and became increasingly used for gambling and talismanio
purposes. Chinese coins also have little value for dating ‘because
they were retained in circulation for several centuries.

is

i large stone-walled enclosure (F15) built admist the main cluster
oF huts apnears to have been either a walled garden plot or a pen
fop pigs or chiclons. Test oxcavations within the area provided
'ow clues zas to area‘'s use. However, analysis of soil satipl

the
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token from this area may yield useful information.

Some smeller structures adjacent to the larger huts, appear to have
sorved as storage sheds or "lean-to's". ‘One contained two discrete

layers of local Cromwell lignite indiceting it served as a coal shed.
Besides coal the Chinese are also knofn to have collected driftwood
for fuel (Scott 1980 pers. comm)

fever al thousand artifacts and bones were recovered. during the
Chinatown excevation. Analysis of the main artifact categories
(¢lass-bottles, ceramics and tin containers) is still underway, a
time crnsuming job involving the establishment and frequent referral
to roeference collections, Some of thg specialised side-studics have
buen completed or nzarly so, for example, opium smoking equipment
Ritchie and Harrison 1982), tobacco pipes (Foster 1983), the coins
Park and Ritchie, in prep.) and the uatchboxes (Anson in press).
Iho lattor study has resulted in the development of a very uscful
now teohnique for dating historiec sites.

Although the studies on the materials cxeovated at Chinatown have
not heen completed yet, some patterns are iummediately evident -

1+ A continuing reliance on food and other products imported from
Oklna., These products were initially imported by Chinese
merchavt-entrepreneurs.in Dunedin (Sew Hoy being one of the most
notable) and then retailed by Chincse storekeepers in Cromwell
and in other goldfield settlemonts. The range of nroducts
Imported from the Orient was extensive. It included the follow-
lbg frodetuffs: rice (in sacks), soya oilg'nreserved gjnpﬂ a
e T dried vegetables and products such as dried cabbage,
imlted gerlic, salted raeddish, pickled lemon and shr¢mn gauce,
Wl1 in coramic containers. MNg Ka Py and Shao Hsing (saki)
alouholic beverages were also imported in distinctive vcramic
oontalners. 'Other imported products included a wide variety of
oaramio towls, cups and spoons, brass and iron wok ladles, chop
Abdoks, cpium (in copper canisters), Chinese medicines' (in glass
phileal 5, oplum pipes (bamboc shafts with ceramic bowls (Ritchie
and “\II]HHH, 1982), cloth, gold scales (Li Ding type), pearl
butbens, ooine and gambling picces such as counters and dominoes.
analysds of the manufacturing technigues of the various imported | 4
Qilnese ¢rtifaote 1e an interesting field in its own right but:
L8 Bayolrd the moopo ~f this naper

=

The Chinesge also used many items of European (mainly English o:
New Zealand manufacture, many of which were obtained from stors
run by their fellow countrymen. - For example, one Kum Gocn Wa
advertised in the Cromwell Argus (17.05.1881) that he was a
"Chinese Storckeseper and Fanecy Goods Warehouseman'. - He stated
that he had "On sale, at prices which will command a ready
market, Teas, Sugars and General Groceries for English as well
ag Chinese customers, and of superior qualities to any hithert:
introduced into the district'.

Although the Chinese retained many of their own customs, they
guickly adopted Tivoneﬂﬂ miners' working clothing because of
the cold. They also used, or made, gimilar tcols to those
ugad by tha Bucopean miners such as picks, shovels, gold pangg
“ther ite wesltern manufacture whic:. were

covered 1urrnw the Lﬂu9v~u¢01 of Chinese sites. in

v and briar pipes, bome randled
5 ] rocks and cutle £], enariel lec and
irpa poss, slcohiol particularly sduare case gin)
1

sovated

manii -:. &t bur (R

WATGLS

L.y, Danedin and Alezandra
31 and universal painkiller

el Ty Urommyel
(8L wI o

numerous

somtainers ¢ and ceramic), condiment bottles (notably
vineg: sauces and pickles), coramic tcothpaste and ointment
3 8, & varieisies of tinned products, (such as fishy
i natches and tobacco) and a wide range of nails,

L buttons. Duckets and kezczine tins were used for

and storing water.

pi@
Although

The main faunal materials indicatée con~vmmiioun of caitle
X 3

chickens, ducks, hen eggs and fish,

and sheep veat,

the Chinose are reputed to have had a zen prefererce fou
pig weats, bovine and shsep bones are weil represented in the
Taunal assenmblages. The Chinese had their own pigs and

Elligott 1980:pers.comm) and probahly
maintained sctive breeding populations. The fish bores, mainl)
vertebrae, vary considerably in size. Some appear to be
derived from tinned fish, whilst other are those of cela caugh
in the Kawarou River.

chickens at Chinatown (W

pl=Ralig

7840 to have collected and re-used many
discarded Furopecan itoms such as pieces of iron standards (Uned
#img bars and door sicnshions), off-cuts of 'tin sheetl
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John Aspinall of Skippers - A De La Mare
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JOHN ABPINALL OF SKIPPERS +..

T Contributed by A.J.D.
The story of the Aspinall hydraulic claim at the junction

Creek and the Shotover River is well known, how it was taken up by
John Aspinall in 1867 and worked by the family continuously till
1922, During this time the entire, river terrace was sluiced away
to leave the Skippers Public: Hall teetering on the edge of a long
drop. ' -

On one occasion John Aspinall was to get first hand experience on
the pover of bhis:hydraulic gear.
he 8lipped and fell in front of the. jei of water from the monitor
he was using. The monitor had a five inch nozzle with 150 foot of
prugsure. He. was thrown 30 feet, had several ribs and his pelvis
broken ond was gensrally battéred apout. He was extremely lucky
not to be killed. |

John Aspinall survived and was probably one of the early patients
bo use the Skippers Ambulance described clsewhere in this issue.

[n the same year John Aspinall patented a grating ripple for gold
naving. It was manufactured in the Vulean Foundry, Invercargill,
f'rom 3 insh x 3/16 inch metal bars which after heating were run
through @ machine which corrugated them. Two of these put back to
buok end welded at the ends formed one unit which could be used in
any convonient numbers to line the bottom of a tail race. With
pooonut matting below it formed a convenient and effective method

of pgold eaving, much better than flat rocks which were usually used.

Ko R W He e He H R AW

OKIPPERY AMBULANCE ...

Skipper'sAmbulanct . Contributed by A.J.D.

Mining wam o dangerous occupatiqn_éﬁd before the road to Skippers
was oomplotod in the late 1880's getting an injured or sick person

fo howpltel was a major undertaking. Generally the whole male
population turned out and the patient was carried in relays to the

nearest road.

Barly iv 1683 Mr P, Bvans deseribed as a mining manrgor of Skiupers

leoddou that something should be doue ebout the probler.. He dosighed

of Skippas

In May 1883 when working his claim

w2 e

. special wagon suitable for the narrow tracks and sought

§bscriptions to meet the coste

he money was soon found and the American Carriage Factory of Deé
Otreet, Invercargill was commissioned to construct it. It was
three feet wide to suit the tracks which were four feet wide and
Wanted to pulling by a horse but with an undercarriage whioh‘could
bu quickly detached and the bed portion carried manually. Adjugt-
nonts could be made to raise or lower the patients head to keep the
body level in any terrain. The wagon had a powerful (sio) brak?
wnil o detachatle awning to protect the patient. The whole machine
light and strong and could be carried by one man.

WL

In May the wagon was driven up to Skirpers being the first four-
whoeled vehicle Bo pass over the tracks.

|1 would De nice teo complete the story by reporting now many times

L wagon was used to bring an injured person ocut %o the hospital

4

Lut unfortunately the usé and final fate of the ambulance g8 nob

gt
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WATER K STATTION ;4 Walterpeakstatior

Mo MeKenzies' owned and operated Walter Poak Station Trom 1880

oy almest 80 years. iiss Jessie MoKenzie who lives in Cromwe Ll
.

fis s8i
wl gpens wosd of her lite at Walter Peak has put in*o manuseriph
Form the bistory of the station ard hag kindly made it aveilablo
olusion in the Courier, As the history is too long for
Lsion in one issue and Wallber Peak Station included I Lz holad
werrinill Stations the history will be ineluded in ine’ alme b
aencing with Mt Nicholas. Miss McKenzie would be grateful for

ny corrections or additions readers may care o submit.

=

FR%

M4 Nicholas Station=Run 324

Mt NicholasStatior

\ocording to histery the first Buropean to see Lake Wakatipu from

tho Western side was David McKellar, who atb that time wag the owne
j G r in South ' KoLl miry, Wo

' Longridee Station, near Balfour in Southland,  The MeKell ru"

\ 5

-f the Vaimea Plains.
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History tells us it was from McKellars Station, Longridge that John

Chubbin, two brothers Jehn and Colin Morrison with Malcolm MacFarlare

a Maori
drew a map in the sand of

set out to try to reach the great lake described to him by
named Reko who WhlLe they sat.and talked,
the route.

These men were the first white men to reach the foot of Lake
Wakatipu at the Kingston end. The year was 1856. 1In December 1857,
McKellar himself set out to see the lake and visited Kipgbton Bay
where he built a Moki intending to sail up ths lake and do some
oxploring but winds lasting days cauvuscd him-to abandon th@ attompt.

Pollowing this he decided to ftry teo find a way to the lake by a
different route whizh took ﬁ‘m 5 the Oreti to its source.

Urossing ths Oreti river and
tho hig tussock fiab which b“w s
I'Lrnub mast have basn an exiren
virein country with many

name, lcKellare Filat, The
difficult one, :
15 to cross.

atruggled on watil ne came of the Ven Fiver. ad
Howo HiTl, or Pasture Hill sald to have stood on 2 suall
weldlale and viewed the lake time. It was Uscowcoar 1858,
Lavid MeKellar considered oo high axnd rough fo dejastﬁr'
phoap »ud cattle so he did r any of it himself. Ho met
bwo Aumtralians namad John and {or Frank) Hami1501 who were
Looking Tor graszing land and tch 1 of his find. They imnmediately
Al';,_‘.ll ' Por Mt Nicholas. - °
The Yites -

Ab the il !l the sunnhy- Taces of Weltor Peak down to iicKinleys Tras
wore part ol Vicholas. John aad Francis Fawilton did not stock L
Nioholes un ond held it only a few monthe hef u;e gselling it to Jolu

aned Tayloo Vhite who had coms from Cantorbury. The yesr was 1859,

When anle d why they chose Mt Nichnlag the Whites replied that 'it was

high and dry, while down country anueared to be
iy wae Noo 324.

one big bog'. The

Here I would 1iko to say something about the Whites background.”

Thoss Woollapton White and his brothers Jehn and Lo

White, their

ateps Lititla Mary White and Elizabeth White om & long line:'d
Landod gentry in England going back to the ye: ' TWFW“ full
WY de 9nn Trmg v wrato Lo hut from g book lowf ta a ralafivey
e aen A Ol Sur pelvaue circwiaticn by Miss M.H. Lowry White,

Bald i1l on his left he came to
5]

~22-

‘ntitled 'Serme Account of the Family of Whites of Tuxford and-
Wnllingwells' also 'Memoirs of the House of Whites of Walllngwells
nd Colateral Branches' one finds it is from the fourth bra nch of

the family the Whites of Mt Nicholas descend.

They were the Whites of Collingham and Tuxford whose names were
noptioned in the lists of landed gentry drawn up in 1433 by King
H nry VI of France who was Commissioner of Nottinghamshire.. He was
Jhannes White de Colynham who owned much land in Collingham and
i1 buried there. His son John White, during the reign of Henry VIE
in 1545-47, purchased land in Tuxford-Parish, He died.in 156 it
Thomas became a great land owner his principal seat belng the
Monor of Tuxford. He rallied troops and fought for Queen Mary. in
1,33 for which he received grants for courage and ldbyalty. He died
on the 26th of Octeber 1580 and was buried at Tuxford, the burial
ilnee for all the heads of the House of White since that date being
HL Wicholas Chureh .Tuxford, Vottlnghamshlrea

Mhowmas White's heir, John was knighted on June 9th 1619 by James ‘T
( Greenwich. He werried the Lady Dorothy Harpeur in 1693 and. wams
unde High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire.

I'rom the fifteenth century onwards the Whites of Tuxford held high
pesitions in the political 1ife of Nottinghamshire and became powes
ful land owners, Knights of Nottinghamshire, High Sheriffs and wors
in all public affairs. They went to town in a coach and six, and
whon they ro turnud the bells of St Hicholas Church rang out a

i lecomel

One of the White's descendants marrich
nd when- her father died the Estate of Wallingwells passed into the
hnpds of the femily of White of Tuxford. Great style was kept up
il Wallingwells and in later years the [ing made the Head of the
onse nf Thite of Tuxford and Wallingwells a Barcnet. When tho
vt baronet held nffice he rode out to meet the Assisze Judges wit
Jnveline men, 211 his own peorle. Attired in green and - gilver
livery of Wallingwells the trumpters carried gilk banners paintoed
|th the b ronets coat of arms of 28 guarter kings. He himself
nunted on & skewbald horse caparisoned in crimson velvet and gold
lrapnings of the great Duke of Marlborough with his coach and four
f01lewing tc bring in the Judges. Such was the splendour in whioh
o ancestors of the White of Mt Nicholas lived.

4the heiress to Wallingwells

Uvos the comturies the whibes had wsny honours bestowed on Bk
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1802 George IIT bestowed on another White a: Baronetacy for clothing
and arming z regiment of Volunteers to help fight the French when
the invasion of England seemed evident. Sc in later times we come
to the Great Grandfather of the Whites of Mt Nicholas.

The Whites of Mt Nicholag —

One, Taylor ®hite Junior, succecded his father now being Taylor White
of Tuxford and Wallingwells. When 22 years of age he married an
hoirese Sarah Woollaston, elder daughter and co heiress of Sir Isaac
Woollaston, Bart. of Lowesby Hall, Leicestershire and St Ives
Hunticgton. He was succeeded by his son Thomas Woollaston White who
when only 23 took over this vast Tstatfe.

Tho fourth child of the first Baronet was Taylor White who was
oducated at Rugby and Sandhurst then took his B.A. degree at Emanuel
College, Cambridge in 1827.. In 1841 he entered Holy Orders and was
nroseonted to the Viecarage Chuckney. He jreached on May 24th 1853 a
Jorksop and a few days later died. In jugust 1828 he married
Dorethea Letitia, sister of Colonel Kirke of Markham Hall,

Nottlng hamshire. Taylor White's son Thomas Woollaston White merried
Charlotte Letitia, daughter of the Rev. arthur Jackson, Vicar of
Riceal, Yorkshire., From 'The Early Canterbury Rumns' by L.G.D. Acland
woe learn that in 1855 Major Thomas Woollaston White bought 'The
Warren' Run 35, Canterbury from Sznderson and Brayshaw and he with
hiw brothcers Dayler and John started this place as a station with

Ynu\uhunp and a year later they had 1800 sheep., Major Thite also
ownod Mt Thite, which he .had named, =snd Sherwood Station. It is
ponsiple no tock'up Xt Yhite a little before or in 1860, where he
bullt o new lomestesd at Lake Letitis, which he named after his wife,

Mador White lived at 'The Warren' and his brothers Taylor and John
woro at Mt Wkite. When Major White lost his Stations and his wmoney
ho wont to live in Fiji but he was deported for raising a riot, he
beoamno n stock inspector in Hawkes Bay but quarrelled with his
puporiors. It can be roadily sesn he had a violent temper. Ho
endod hie days ot Ut Nicholas Run. He had quite a varied career
having boon in the 48th Bengal Native Infantry Regiment and after-
wards at tho Auwstralian diggings. He commanded the Militia or
Volunbears ir Canterbury from 1861 till 1867. John and Taylor White
loft bholr breothars property and settled on Mt Nichel-g run, Lake
s Y 1™

_..24_.._
00 now we find John White coming dewn to Southland to look for lame
in the year 1859 and deciding to purchase the Mt Nicholas end of
he Hemiltons Run for £1,000. He returned to Canterbury, because
linving secured his Run he had to stock it within six months other=
viso it could be declared abandoned and he would lose his deposit
o[ £20. So it was in 1859 Taylor and John White and a hired mam,
Arove 300 head of cattle down to Mt Nicholas to stock their Run.
Il first they stocked only cattle but later we find they were .
onrrying a large mob of sheep as well. Their trip into their Run
wng by the route taken by David McKellar up the Oreti, crossing
he new river and branches of the Von, plus numerous other creeks,
Hullock Creck and Gorge Creek, South Von, through trackless wastos
intagouri and tussocks, until they reached the Gorge Hill which
(111s away very steeply over 1,000 £t to the valley of the Von
holow. They had two bullock waggons loaded with their goods and
nupplies, tents end many cother necessities and getting them down
Lhe hill presented difficulties. The Whites were undaunted and
hoving unhitched the bullocks and led them down the hill to the
vnllecy below they let the waggons down inch by inch on ropes and
lnckle until they too reached the valley floor. They then
vontinued on their journey to the site they had chosen to settle
nd build their house and homesteading.

Apparently they first lived in a log thatched hut they built
bocause George Hamilton said in his book the '"History of Northern
Houthland! that when David McKellar and George Gun were on a quoni
Lo lock for grazing land in the Western part of Southland they
whnyed a night with the Whites in their log and thatch hut. They
1yo the dete as 1861. He says until 1861 Mt Nicholas was atookec
/ith only cattle but it was that year {hat sheep were bought in
woll., The sheep did welland multiplied in spite of Keas and Laavy
nowfallse  In 1871 the Whites were running 12,300 sheep on 70,008

HOT OB e '

Whon the Whites arrived at their homestead site they set about
huilding suiteble accommodation. They had their two sisters with
(hom Letitia and Elizabeth White. The first building, apart from
tho Sod hut, iz still standing at 01d Nicholas. They called it
‘the Galley'. It is 30ft long by 13f4 wide with a chimney at
lthor end. It is divided in two. - A Kitchen and Store roomy and
4 bedroom for the staff. The exact date of this stone bullding
| not known but must be one of the first, if nod the very irnt
bunlding of permencnt meterials to he .erected in the Waketipu
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digtrict. It has thick stone walls beautifully built with an iron
roof, doors and windows were of Cedar. I remember the Cedar table
in that wt in my own time. The building is now roughly 122 years
old. Surely it should be preserved asg gn historic building.

The Whites then set about building » fen roomed house which stood in

front of the 'old galley'. The hcuse had two passageways and wide
vorardahs round two sides. It wag domelished by my family in 1909
but the spot is marked by some ozaks =nd cother fine trees,r Some/of
the timher for this house was pit sovm out of bush near-by but much
of thoe pullding materials were imporbed Baltic pine and cedar. ‘
The ctones ocomeé from somewhere nearby but we could not find the
ploce. They set out beautiful park-like gardens. there with
booutliml troes - oaks, slms, codars, dspens,“iime trees, Cansdien
maplee, ohostnute, o lnrge crchard, cherries, nuts, and a hazel
grovo in nbout two or three acres of land.

‘ There werc cohbled
pathes aid an artificial 1lily pond, stone walls, and even a cork cak,

noldertally n tragedy took place st OLd Tichnlas, for one morning
bho body of llizabeth White was found drovned in the Iiy pond.

| O PO : - . - v
Logond 1o lm.qhu was just a young girl but my resesrch finds that
_mhe wan born in England on Septembor. 15th 1831. Evidently this
unhaypy avent took place after the Whites left Mt Nicholas and about]
bhe ting »f her sister Letitia's sgo to Henry Kirke Hodge (her §
oousin). Thorefore Elizabeth Whit 2t the time of her death would
have benn in her mid forties. :

The Wki+tc brothers made a track to the lake and built their wool-
mhod and drafting yards there, materials had te b Drought in hy
bulloeh waeoon from Southland. The wahgmné wenld be brought to the
top of the Gorge Hill and unloaded and zoods slodged deown to tho
Valloy melow where ancther waggon would be wai%in};5 loaded »nd faken
to the hrmestoad. Later when Recs @ 2 boat on the lake, goods
wont in and out by water to Quecnstown end Kingston. ke

EN
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When @old was discovered on the otherside of the lake, Rees bought
boef from the Whites who also supplicd the miners at Twolve Mile and
Twenty Fve Mile with.weat. 4 fire would be 1it on what we called
Rate Point (nowicalled Rats Point) opposite Mt Nicholas at Thites
Bay+ The White brothers woull then Fill & couple of beasts and row
or sall & becat over to what wos kn wn zs Yhites Point, a bit further

up than Rate Point arnd unload ‘aages therc. They wore sway
v Jut or Llcdir dun attendi Loenbvle ¢p el 1 tha

quite

—2H—

b oxtremely rough on, that arm.

poldficlds and nn doubt delayed by the gales on the lake which can

Mo two sisters must have been extremely lonely at times although

o, larze domestic staff was kept, even a common gardener

Fven so, the Whites secmed to have plenty of
Jiuitors. Their cousins the Hodges, the first to occupy the
lington Run, loter known as Te Anau Deowns Station, often visited
il on an~ther occasion another cousin Loulsa Caroline White came
out from England for a holiday and stayed at Mt Nicholas. It was
probably during this visit that she snd John White became engaged
hoonuse ofter the Whites left Mt Nicholas John  White returned to
ling lend and warried her.c Her sister Isobella-Pringle White

wnit employed.

Lnrried her cousin and became the seccnd wife of John Ambrose
Hodgo who f£ollowed the Whites as pant owner of Mt Nicholas (and
Intor chaiged his name to Kirke to ploase his wife. - Kirke being

(ho maiden nane of her mother.

burine the Whites occupation of Mt Ticholas Run unfortunately &
dapute broke osut over a boundary between the McKellar brothers
who had bought the Mavora end from tho Homiltons., The Hamiltons
ro said to nve loosely defined the boundary as 'the Tops of tha
Hnowoy lounteins' so no cne seemed to kmow exactly where the
woparate flocks should be grazing.. Hdstile meetings took place
botweon the HeEellars and White and finally the Whites took “the
inbtor to Geurt charging the MoKellars with trespass and loss of
profits. It wes thought the Whites lost the case and went out
ponniless, but this was not so. Litigation went on for six yoars
I considershlo cost to both parties, Mir W.G. Rees being the
Whitos arbitrotor snd Cuithbert Cowan aoting for the McKellaram.
The following anpeared im the Lake Wakatip Mail. tovember Hth
1173 White v McKell: On November 16th Messrs White Bros. hava
nbored a furdher action against Messrs MoKellar for loss eineo
Who commencetment of the last action. The damages are laid atb
£°0,000, In this claim the Lake Wakatip Mail of 19th November,
173 records thnt the plaintiffs (the Whites) were awarded

K, 711616640 o Whites sold Mt Nicholas to their cousin John
Ambrose Hodge snd a man named J.0. Mclirdell in 1874 «

e

Lesun te infest the country, plus the dreadod gonb
Mich had broken out in the sheep at Fernhill, and no doubt the
docided the Whites teo sell out. They did not go GWS
tley m7lor White wont %

f[inbbits had

ook

B, oo A3 Tnat were nrofits,
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lawkes Bazy where he bought Glengarry Station, near Nepier and ran L
pedigroe stock and wrote articles for Secientific Journals. He | 1LGATION TN THE WA LTIPU .

never married. He died there in 1913.

Contributed by A.J.D.

John White retirned to England, married his cousin who hed with her
sistor inherited a large fortune from a preat aunt and they had a
large family of nine daughters and three sons and lived in every
oviderece of wealth and prosperity.

Mhore has always been rivalry and jealously between newspapers in
(o Bame or neighbouring towns. In this respect the Wakatipu was
0 Aifferent and the Wekatip Mail of Queenstown and the Lake

o , ; . ) Jounty Press of Arrowtown vied with one ancther.

M MeKellar Bros., with whom the Whites had the disputs, were not
Dovid MeXellar and Peter McKellar but Melcolm and John MeKellar,
rolations of David MeKellar after howm McKellars Flat is nomed.
Thoy wiere cousins of David and Peter MeKellar.

Mo owner end editeor of the Lake County Press, J.T.M. Hornshy

wo n public address in Arrowtown entitled Ireland, to raise
funda for the Catholic school. Mr Hornsby was a member of the
|rish Land League and his address took the side of the Irish
| mants against the oppressicn of the English landlords. The
pofiticn in the whole of Ireland one hundred ye~rs ago was very
dmllar to the situatien in Morthern Ireland tclay with hatred and

approssion on all sides.

And so tue Uhites “eft Mt Wicholas in 1673. For many centurics

lheir ancestors and heads of the House of White of Tuxford and

Wallingwells were buried in the Vaults of- 5% Nicholas Church, Tuxford

Nottinghamshire. It would not be surprising to find that they

notually named their Run '‘Wicholas' after 5t Nicholas and %heir

Camdly chureh of St Nicholas Tuzford. Thoey were the first pecupants
I' Pwy 324 and were bound to have raumed the Run =28 wa

o to fo. It is an intercsting thought. There is also ° scotion

on Mt Nicholas called 'Woollaston', was this named after their

Wrother ™omas Woollaston White? IL.G. Acland says 'He ended his

daye on Wt Nicholas Run, Lake Wakatipu'. Vhere was he buricd if this

Llw the casa?

"ho roport in the Wakatirp Mail was scathing and suggestea that as
Wr Hornsby cone . Pasmania he probably had a convict backgrounds
Mp Hornsby sued for libel, claiming damages of £1,000 and the casd
Wi honrd by Mr Justice Williams and a jury of 12, in the Inver=
onrpel1l Supreme Ceurt in September 1883, Two senior counsel from
Iunodin represented the litigants and several witnesses from the

1rdle

g ths custen

inkntlipu were

"ho jury found for Mr Hornsby and anarded damagrs of £50 and court

I vlpe wonder whers Blizebeth White was buried as I am told her grave -
'] & - 1 (=] " Y ’ZF:I ~
g nob i the Queenstown Cemetory, Somcone who has gone more dscply @ nbe amounted o £97.18.0.
y 14 &= WS 4 L v et T o oy o o T " | 1
Into +'ie hictory may be sble to answer my question. neh n costly mistske would no doubt have nersuaded Mr Warren the

wnor of the M2il to be a little more cereful what he said about

hin nppesition in his publication in the future.

b poows when John White returned to England and married his cousin
Loulno Can-iine White, Taylor White bought another property a%
Wimblodon, Hawkes Bay and died in 1912. His brother died in

fglond in 1911.

e A N H R H KRN

R R RHHRHHRHIAE IR )\ CITOWN o Macetowr Mines

Contributed by A.J.D.

I 1882 mining activity at Macetown was at a high level and we

v indebted t the correspondent of the Seuthland Times foxr a

full report ou the verisus mines operating at that time, When the
were first wmined =beut 1876 very good returns were racelved

s paid. However as the easily-won, stone; Was

investuwnt of grester enpit:l vps, RGOCARAEY

preacrls

il rond divid
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obtzin payatle stone enthusi asm waned and some mines ceased tn
R : - S L S8 ]
opercte and generally activity was 2t a low leve A year or two
. z ool 4 Wi

Egéseé rad then intercst quickened when it was proved a mrierate
an~unt of progpecting could show whot roturns could be exnected
: i - (et pert @

Two matters affoctinw the operations were weather, which limited
the ?Gason end the lack of a geood access read. As an cxamsle of
e 0. ar examyde
the high coet of transport, the Tipnerary Company had srcr% o

’ ; ! . . e ; i ob N PG
%4,0¢?hanmin1ng timber which cost £1,000 to deliver to Arrowitown
from the Head-of-the Lake. The en i i r m 4

» Lake. e cost of carting fr Arrowh v
Macotown wae £3,000. i e

Some 12,000 oze of geld have bsen cobtained to date snd about 200

men wera oemployed.
43

Homewe.rd Bound

Thuloldcnt mine in the field,; the stone being conveyed by 2 seo
acting tramway 2000 faet in length 1o a 10—h2ad Qtwi ar y*:“fi}f—
Py wator power.  Problems wers exnoricnced Wi%ﬁ ;¢:ép:tﬁggw;”'ud
L1 ngtiuns divided by mullocik and worthless rdbzie» uTgéwng?lng
openet by four levels whiclh are connected by six aéses- he lon
are 200 to 300 feet long and.are entered from thepsurfn' 2t
olevations of 68 16 90 feet above one andthér. o

Ladye Feyre
Adjring the Homeward Bound.
without mueh success.

Has Dbeen prospected at varicus tives
R In 1880 Work wgs.started in earnest cnd 2
ixe paying iscovered. Tl T -is 18 inches to 4 fest in
Wldth and has been opened by a 1w luov.l pass 300 feet in 1; ”fh
[rom Whlch two passes rise to th: surface. Stone is c:o'n'v'c“v':l;t“D
Lhnlm1nd by a flat tramway 300 f. .t in length end then'do;;bﬂ ;ri?
aotling tramway 500 feet in length, tc¢ the bottom of San;i E li :
PHLU n solf-delivering paddock. From ! it nu
for oartage to the Public Crushing Company's mill.

Glodstone

Hap produced the be ivi
‘ roducud the bes ¢ dnt ' ifia g
i pi ‘pLzﬁ dlyldonds to dote. Ig fortunnte in its
uation ae ne tramwny is required. The first cake obtained

" e o 1 8 o8 1o BN e " Y] Ehe W 1 ) i "
Tvﬂlbf”" 3 van por ton, the best yicld in the field. A low level
uneal has boaon excovetind 200 feot * s exnoeted o -':*"ﬁmgh'_
roes 1n another 60 to (0 feet. & wices wiich is a shaft LTUU-:hO

The levels

iere drays are filled menually

s W

luvel to another, has been sunk from the abandoned workings
higher up for 63 feet and it will be joined by = pass from the
now level which will be T0-feet long. Ventilation is by air

bingt snd is working well. The mine menager is John Willlams.

romioer
P ALLLE o

A Joins
driving

the Gladstone. Have abandoned thel r shaft and are busy
s low level tumnel in to the reef. .

Wl _-_r'yh Orous: o -
Iy several years claim was allowed %o remain idle but under
mnnger Thoues Hervey good stone is ncw being brought out.

Mnin level is in 250 feet from which twe passes, one 50 feet an
one 115 feet rise to the surface at a distance of 100 feet apar
AL the end of the main level a winze has been put down 38 feot
proving the reef is profitable. Crushing machinery is a S5-hend
habtery driven by an svershot wheel and a second battery is
lnnned Witk the water wheel being renlzace by a turbine.
(rushing machinery is in Sawyers Gully, and their water right &
tho only available one. Stone is conveyed to a 220 foot shute
(rom which it is lowered by a self-z2cting tramway, the firat
op) feet in length the second 1188 feet long, to a self-delivex
onddock. The neddock is built of stone like a fortification

vhich measurcrs 8 feet at the botfom.

ALl Nations

e had veryilll, SucCess. Much work has been done on bh mine 1
the cost of corting stone to the mill st Bush Creek swallowod ¥
most of the proceeds. A low level tunnel has been tnkon in 20€
[ ot and the reof shows promise. A tremway 1s being conetruati

(inribaldi
his mine has been idle for 2-3 yeors and has now been reactlv
[{ is posaible to trace a fine reef 400 feet along the surface
the claim. & shaft 49 feet deep proved the reef to be 4 to 6

4 low level tunnel is being cntered and ig 120 feot 1ng

wide.
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Victor Emmarnuel

In mid=winter. it was repprted that f‘é Tipperary, was gottlng

This rine hes had its ups and downs and was recently rescued out good stone ‘from a deep level shaft started a year agoy- but not
of the hande of the balliff by Cleave of Invercargill and L. Resta worked on during the summer. The Qerutlﬁn was being vatched wif
of Mzcetown. The mine possesses a2 splendid machinery site in Bush intorost g it would nrove whethor decp level mining could be
Creek and 2 first class water right. Has returned 1 oz to the ton uv«rltung.‘,Suarus in the mine selling at £10 each.

in the past and shows -wTomise undor its new owners.

‘ [nlor in'the year two mines reported good results. In November
Tipperary ; | : bho Gladstone droduced a cake of 200 owms frr 2 weeks.crushing,
‘ ilving a.total»f 600 ozs for the season to date. In December
This wine is first in the field for size of its cneration and yield b {‘“qgrdry ‘A ceke of 678 ozs frr six weeks work.
of gold, 4 first class operstion with plant and Qhafts ghowing . e —_
3 : ' . T e W I3 Ho R Ke W H A
signs of heavy capital investment, lain level is in 576 feet.
Ag recft is wet and is 5-13 feet in width much timbering is
roguired. About 50 men are employecd ~nd 15-20 horses are used in
carting store to the crusher. Mein level is connected with the :
purface by four passes which communicatc with three different ; y
levals. Mine shows great promise. : ‘ ' a
% . . i iy +
Ot hor being prospected are Mount: Defiznce =nd The . - . o 8 B W T A

e

Jietord. A trial crushing for the Mountsin MQ1d gave results of
1€ ozs from 8 tons of stone., This cloinm situated on Advance Pezak

was frrmally known as the Catherinc. The Sisters which was dis=- ‘-f w
i Tty o e s @ue@ns ey

varac oy Rpourts and Clarke gave 2 ~zs frr 2 ton of stone in a

trial crushing. - ij £, ) A
Roturne fer the Early Part of 1882 - (T‘égxcr‘tf & Eilf A o h !

January Gladstone T8 ozs . . A { g S

Tipperary 501 ozs * ‘Dlsplaylng the work
. * ;
Homeward Bound 232 o f
omewar un | 32 ozs N of Leadlﬂg Artlsts

Varyborough 720 ozZs 250 tons ,“” &

Maroh Ladye Fayre 338 ozs 200 tons * Boabh“S%root ~ opposite
Homeward Bound i 178 cms 240 tons i O'Cunnnlln Hotel
Tipporary 284 ozZs % ¥ X% % o] . oK K N

Apridl Naryboroush 1230 ozs 300 tons

The Vrwyborecugh rotwms were eond comich e justify a Aividend of

i Bk LLd I RPALT BILITE. '
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In 1928 she remarried and became Mrs Thompson, William
Thompgon better known as 'Mulga Bill' from his Auséralian
origins, is well remembered in town, for his great repet-—
oire of recitations of wide choice and richness. ‘

In 7937 Mrs Thompson sold the property to liss Mary Salmond,
the daughter of John Salmond, the oripginal builder, and
Sareh nee Cockburn of Arthurs Point, who produced a most
distinguished family. Miss Salmond who had spent 30 years
as .2 missionary in India.at first used the nroperty as s
holiday nome letting rooms with kitchen facilities.

In 1942 The Archerfield Girls School of Dunedin leasged

the house during the Japanese scars. Headed by Miss Black,
cooked for by Miss Beard and Head Girled by Pat Shaiid, the
26 girls concerned, from preparatory to 6th form, remember
the stay with great affection. With lessons in tho morning
most afterncons wers free to walk the town in groups of '
three. Aftor the war the house was leascd for a period as
A maternity home to the Scuthland Hospital Boazrd, confine-
ments were very short since the delivery room was the
servants bedroom - the coldest room in *+he house — the
nursery being the first bedroom on the left of the hall.

In 1948 Mary Salmond sold the property to Mrs Hazel Grant
who operated a guest house until 1964 when taken over by
the Salvation frmy, it continued to run as a guest house
with strong Christian emphasis. From 1968 Mr Harry Ash-
hurst owned the properhy which he renszmed Lake View Lodge
and it clianged hands zgein in 1971 to Alec Arnott of
Queenstown.

O!Comnnells Hotel latcr the Vacation Hotel Group, acquired
the property in 1972 and used it as a staff hostel until
the sale of the property to the present owner in 1981.
Since that date the interior has undergone extensive
restoration, end it will again be open for guests by mid
'83. Later in the year the dining room, which seats 26,
will be open to visitors for dinner, and restoration of
he exterior, garden and gated entrances is plamned for
wext cpring. A Heritage Covenant being entered into by the
cwner and the Historie Places Trust will ure the
pregservi. n of this historic landmark for o171 time.

HulbertHouseandTed Sturt

THE QUEENSTOWN COURIER

Supplement to issue No., 29 —‘May 1683

lir Ted Sturt, the ownsr of Tutuila has been engaged for
gome time in restoration of this fine old building.

The restoration work has been done meticulously and is

a credit to Ted Sturt s ability and dedication. As the
building will scon be operating again providiig accom—-
modation and meals i1t seemed appropnriate to include this
history as a supplement to the current issue of the
Courier rather than hold it over to a later issue.

HULBERT EOUSE ...

HULBERT HOUSE perhaps better kmown as TUTUILA is the
largs villa that sits so well at ¢ top of upper
Ballarat Street, Queenstown. Flanked by two large Lime
(Linden) trees it commands excellent views across the
town, lake and mountains boyond.

n
£y
Lk

It is regarded as a unique example of a Victorian Villa

typical of that built for the upper middle class and

the only one remagining in the area. For this reason it

is registered as a Historic Building under the District

Planning Scheme, and is to be classified by the Historic
Places Truxt on their next formal visit later this year.

This larse 17 room villa was built in 1889 for Horatio
Nelscn FIRTH, who was Clerk to the Court of the Resident
Magistrate and Receiver of Gold Revenue over the period
1884~1910.

H.N. Firth was born at Market Drayton in Shropshire in
1842, the youngest son in a family of 13 children, whose
lineage from the 16th century is recorded in Burkes
Dictionary of the Landed Gentry under Firth of Hartford
Lodge. Obviously a man of means he arrived in the
colony in 1862 and spent his early years in the
Marlborough Province.
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Believed to be the first Freemason in the Nelson area, by
1867 ue had courted and married a most handsome Irish
lady, Cetherine Mary O'Sullivan; whose forbears were as
distinguished as his own. e :

It is not yet known how the Firths spent their earlier
years but in 1878 he was first recorded as Clerk to the
Court in Havelock Nelson, and assumed his official duties
in Queenstown in 1884. He also became most active in the
affairs of St Peter's Anglican Church, both as a Lay
Reader and Vicars Warden-

H.N. Firth very quickly acquired four aeres of land on
the Bastern Terrace and for his house site purchased
Sections 1 - 6 in Block XX just ‘above the town., Thess
sections are most desirable =znd wers granted by the
Crown in 1871 to Messrs Mallaghsn, Pascoe, Crofts and
Richards for the princely sum of £3.10 each.

In 188€.H.N. Pirth instructed Mason and Wales Architects
of Dunedin tc design a villa residence "fit . for a gentle-
man' and an ¢greement was entered into on 29th November
1888 with Joln Salmond, Master Builder, to build the
present vill: residence. By good fortune the original
sketches and drawings of the house we've on file in the
erchitects coffice and kindly provided by them to the
present owner, From the Tirst sketch plan it does suggest
an earlier stone walled building on the site but this is
scmathing for future research. '

The villae is most soundly constructed and built on stone
piers end foundations, then framed up with Red Beoch and
Red Pine, milled at the head ¢f Lake Wakatipu. John
Salmond assisted by Thomas Luckie, a Ships carpenter,
built extremely well, the 6' x 2" studs being morticed

and tenoned in the 6' x 4" bottom plates, with all framed

intersections being cross bolted. These two craftsmen
have left their wark for all time together with an 1886
Victorian 'Bun' Penny deliberately placed behind a dado
moulding in the wall panelling. .

The joinery end finishing work were first ¢locss, with
ivmortel morble fireplaces - the walls “od celilines

finished in Lath and Plaster, and fine plaster cornices

-to0 have changed.

‘was advertising Hulbert House as a guest house.
~'gaid "to provide accommodation of the first order in Queens-

s e

and centre pieces. Much of the joinery had panels of: glass
with Gold Leaf work and in the Entrance Foyer sgtill” stands

‘the glass screen, acid etched ‘with the family crests of the

Firth and 0'Sullivan Tamilies, complete with motto
"Deus Incrementur: Dedit". -

" God had certainly giﬁen'increége because hy now the Firths

were blessed with issue, Maud, Oliver, Ethel, Kate, Scipio
arid Vida, and lived and entertained with theirfﬁgnily in &
very grand marner. We hear that when little Annie Mul-.
holland worked in the kitchen Kate Firth married a Mr
Raymond and a red carpet was laid from the front steps to
the gate ontrance in Ballarat St. Vida Firth married a
lawyer nemed Thompson who suffered from amnesia — one day
he didn't return home and was never seen or heard of again.

it the turn of the century the families good fortune S.oms
H,N, Firth was not listed in Wises Post

Prom- 1901 Catherine Mary Firth
She was

Office Directory for 1502 and

town and to be most attentive to the requirements of her
visitors." lrs Firth continued to provide accommodation,

in the best vradition of her femilies reputation for -~
hospitality, until the family sold the properﬁy-agd left for
Wellington in 1910, It was owned briefly by William Royston
Ambler and sold immediately.to Patrick McCarthy the well
known proprietor of the Mountaineer Establishment,.who lived
here for a while with his wife and daughter - Pa#rlnk.ﬁcf
Carthy is known to have acquired a great deal of.the~F1rth
family silver, and he finished his days working in a
Billiard Seloon until his decease in 1924 - His Tyusvaeg
sold. the property to Elizabeth McFarlane, who at first
operated a Private Wursing Howme, but later continued to

take paying guests.

Mrs McFarlane had a great love of Robert Louls. Stevenson
and she.renamed the house TUTUILA after the island in:the
American Samoas - accerding to Samoan mythology, Tagaloa
the Creator made the island of Tutulia as a "Place of rest
for the Gods" and this is the meaning of the name, which is
not inappropriate for such a sucst house.
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