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The most widely popular activity of the Society are the trips %o
historic places, which Mrs Hudscn organises, the best supporfed
being the Mavora Lakes trip last November, 70 people booking. The
two buses got as far as Bullock Creek, where one got stuck in the
‘water and, after an exciting struggle to get it out, all had to come
home, However, demand was such that we tried to do. the trip again

_in February through to Mt Nicholas, as originally planned, but this

was cancelled due to the weather. The Society will try again. this

year. . More successful were the visits to Dansey Pass Hotel, Keiburn

Digzings and Naseby, to Riverton, Nokomai and the Five R:vers Bgta'e
and to- Givbston, :

In iWovember, a Telegram was sent on the occasion of the opening of
the Kingston Flyor run, and in Pebrunry the "Parnslaw'’ hed her birth-
fay. The Society gave lunch to some of the former crew ond. gtaff.
and birthday cake was given to all on board. There were some
surprised and delighted tourists that dayl

The Oottlers Takeaway used historical illustrations for their
building and paid the Society for their use., In March, 2 Hearing
was conductod on the Arrowsown Stone Cottage which had a door kuocked
in one wall., The Hearing decided that it would allow th: retention
of the door, Lo did point ou’s that permission should have been
obtained before the work was beguna. The Arrowtown Council also wich
it to be lmown that their actions in giving permission for building
sdditions o the Stables was not considered illegal. Help was
offered for the repair of the stone wall around Arrowtown Cemetery.
It was suggested that a Sign be erected at the back of the Lakes
Museum, but this was not allowed under the planning scheme,

Mr Dé La Mare has worked hard to produce two issues of the "Courier"
this year, for which I would like to thank him. Mr Neville Ritchie

has written two thorough Articles for it, on the 12-Mile Creek sites
and survey, and the Chinese settlements in Cromwell.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Mr Cox of Dunedin who died.
He was due to give a Talk at our August meeting. ' '

The Society has investigated some trees that were felled by the
Welcome Home Hotel on the Skippers Road, and also vhe bvilding of the
Pomel Barn et Maori Toint, also at Skippers.
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In July, a book on the Historical Buildings of}NQw Zeglan@ (ngﬁh
Island)’was presented to the Council for use at the Library.

Mr Ross Harvey has come recently to inspect all_old Newspapers held
in the area, and found them all well preserved.

preservation of old buildings was

The Chip scheme to help the f the Society had helped with

unf ortunately cancelled after members o
a survey of the Arrowtown needs.

The fate of the Williams Cottage on the Queenst;wntiatizgzozt was
i it wi be moved by e

i t for a while, but it will now . : ‘ ‘ :

%ﬁrigngep;rtment to’the Gardens, where it will be on display

: i i i the past and
5001 has been active both in preserving s
Ei:t?gzée;iogle to see places of historical interest in the area,

thereby increasing interest and awareness.

Roma McAndrew
President

30.9.83
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WALTER PEAK STATION ..

Part 2 of Miss Jessie liackenzie's history of Walter Peak Stat%on

follows -

Mt Nicholas Station

3 Y An
APter tue Whites left Mt Nicholas, the next ocgupant; w;zgggoﬁzs
| : 1 s roferences say Henry XK. :
1 nd J.0. MoArdell. Bome re : _
Tﬁgggdgd in ‘the partnership but he is never mentlgnzd bia;zgzgé
He mev have held a share in the place. Henry K. Hodge

Q H 1 ; | §Ter O ! 1”(] 1 arxicl Tﬁ.‘ 1 A iy Whl . a &

time that Letitia married Hunmy K. ek, : o
hi:;d drowned in the mrtificial 1lily pond 1n'Mt Nicholas homest
pwrddn. The Whitep and the Hodges were cousinsg.

| G per o btwo younger sons
Honpy Kirke Hodge.mndidohn Ambrose Hodgg were thf‘ﬁmo % 1§nd o
ke ("}I'\r"lnm Hodgo luows » Vicar of Clarborouga, bngland,
e s o 1

ol tne ey

] e

arrived in New Zealand by the 'Rose of Sharon' in Januvary 1857,
There were four sons. One, Charles Hodge died young in Christchur
Vere Hodge of Wanganui was a lawmyer and then came Henry and John,
Rev. Charles Hodge went back to England on a passenger ship 'Roy
Charter' but the ship was wrecked off Ireland and the Rev. Hodge w
drowned. lirs Hodge remeined in Now Zealand and died in 1890.

John Hedge was 15 when he was given a job by his cousin Thomag
Woollaston White as a cowman. Later he and his brother Henry took
up carting from Lyttleton to Christchurch, Once when John was on ¢
roadmaking contract he "lived in a cave with very rough men.'": It
obvious he and his brother were made of tough stuff according to
their experiences when they took up their Run at Te Anau, first
called JZglington Run and later to this day, Te Anau Downs Station,
He once rode over 90 miles to get fresh supplies when a fire burnt
all their provisions on their rum.

John A Hodges' first wifc died when their first child was born and
she and the child were buried in the Queenstown Cemetery in 1876,
Where J.0. McArdell lived I do nct know., A reference to him says
"Mr Medrdell, Hodges partner, took over to Mt Nicholas 52 trout.®
He could have been living somewhere on the place.. Tt seems John
fiodge took over Mt Nicholas at a bad time as the rabbits were swarty
ing everywhere and in an effort to control these pests he paid hig
men 10/~ a week and three pence each for rabbit skins. Uis head
shepherd, in the year 1877, pressed 13,680 skins, They :ttemphed 4
clear the wrabbits by polsoning them with phosphorised ocats.

He was pestered. also by wild dogs attacking his flocks. They were
apﬁar@ntly‘numerous in the early days, large highbacked animalse.
They were finally eradicated by being shot and hunted down by Deex
hounds. Hodge worked hard at 14 Nicholas, improving and enlarging
the garden, continuing to plant trees and putting in and renewing
fluming for water to house and garden, In 1884 he had taken over
Mavora Run as well but here too the rabbits were swarming everywher
On June 12th 1884 he. had a signed and stamped -agreement with 43
rabbiters who were to work Mavora Run and kill out the rabbits.

For.a time Hodges and his partner seemed to prosper. Prices wero
good., After shearing in 1874 Fodge and McArdell sent home to
England 215 bales of wool, sold at public auction theres - This elip
bought &£2,940.6.7, The following shearing they sent home: 255 balew
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of scoure¢ wool. We presume, scoured on the statlon. ‘After the
fall muster 1875 these partners on May 10th counted 28 3557 sheep
and the ntmbers must have been much larger, for the previous spring
after terrific rain the shepherds had a full time job skinning dead
sheep.

From his diary we find Hodge had a good crop of potatoes but that
year a heezvy frost killed the cherries. He also planted a crop of
turnips 'just for a try out The 1878 snow, plus rabbits, teat
him and after ‘hat big %nov‘stort, which killed most of his sheep,
Hedge abardoned Mt Nicholas. He returned to I nglanﬁ,Wﬂcrﬁ he
married his cousin Isobelle Pringle White. She and John Whites
first wife were sisters and uhev hac -inherited -a Llarge sum of money
from a great great Aunt. It was Lsobella White who insistsd on John
lmbrcse Hedge chenging his naw ﬁo Kirke by Deeds Polls. Yhe reason
is not given, After he returﬂ0m from England he lived in Iavercar-’

gill and run Mavora which he had reteined. He took up another -
property =t Kelso in 1885 L uatil his death in 1912 he held “ihisg

hig second mary thare were one son and two ﬂuiﬂhubLgo

nlace. By

a stock firm, the Loan
country with packs

I'or the next 18 years, Mt Nicholzs was run by
anc. Mercartile Agency Co. Rabbiteis,roamel the

of cogs, trapping and trying to cradicate the pest, without success,
ani. finally the  Station was handed baock to tha Covermment. At that
time the Valter Peak end had been ia the ¥4 Nisholas Run. It too

had Leen sbandoned.

In 1896 Tros. Chute Ellis bought Mt Nicholag
Bllis Hestete for £1,000 with any: sheep there
He ran the place with managers, two being one
Maider, C(ne Manager was a very tough cue, T
and if any musterer displeased him he would neot hesit
0 lagh with the whip. He carried a cheque book with him too, gave
the unfortunate man instant dismissal and ordered him off the place.
Une can imagine what would happen today if such action was taken.

The nllis family have an interesting history. The father of Thomas
Jo Bllis was Captain John Ellis who was born in Devon in 1809. He
Joined the Royel Navy a8 » midshipman. He resigned and went as a
boy clerk to Jardine and Co. o. Caleutta. His employers were
plonged with him and allowad h

and Mavors from the
n -~ about 3,000 in all

carried a short whip

namod Taylor, and David

bate to give him

i to buy a load in ohe of their ships.

|

e

£1,000 worth of tobacco which he sold in London for £2,000, He ¢
continued to load and ship and when he had. amassed £40,000 in one
full ;ship load, he was dismissed by the company. He set sail for
Augtralia and arrlved in Adelaide in 1839 Here he entered partn
ship with a Captain William Allan and acquired large tracts of.la
He also invested in a coppermine, with others but sold his share
the peak of the boom, clearing £250,000 and comtinued to prospers
He took his family of eleven back to England and made periodical
tr;ns back to Adelaide and New Zealand until his death in 1873
Thomas ¢, BEllis was born in Adelaide in 1848 and taken tc¢ Bngland
in 1859 He returned to Adelaide in 187O as attorney for his’
father. He died in 1920.

- The Bllis's also controlled a great deal of 1and in New Zealand,

They .ovned lit Nicholas, Belmont, Venlaw, Uavora, Merrivale, North
hope, Mararca, Broadlands, Korlmlka, Blackwater, also extensive
pTOQLTblos in Australia, At one time their sheep in New Zealand
exceeded £0,000 with over 2,000 head of cattle. It was comzon fo
them to 4ol 1,000 fat b tiB year. . ' R

At one stage the Ellis's became involved with W £ Wentworth‘a
leading citizen of New Scuth Wales. It would appear that W.C. We
worth onee owned the Five Rivers Lstute in Southland and sold pax
of it to Ellis's (Johnm Ellisy T.C., Ellis father). -William Charle
Wentworth was born in N.S.W. in 1793, was trained as a lawyer im
England and on his return to N.S.W. became prominant in the strug
of that colony for self government. He seemed to be very shrewd
sought wealth through the agquisition of land. In 1840 he was
asgociated in a deal with six Maori chiefs who were on a visit to
Sydney in 1840, By this transaction Wentworth and associates

. purchased 10 million acres of the South Island of New Zealand for

£1,000 cash and annuities of £10 a year for each of the six: chiefs
Later his unscrupulous action was rightly disallowed as werc

numerous other land claims,

A porticn of the Five Rivers Estate was sold to Captain John Ellds
in 1864, His son Thos." Clute Ellis took up Mavora and ran it im
conjunction with Mt Nicholas in the name of his wife Florence 1l
He first bought Mt Nicholas and then he and the Bank sold it ' te h
wife Florénce Ellis in the yéar 1894 with all improvements and
1,000 stregoler sheep for £430 1894 appeared to have been’ a bad
year, ior Ellls Bros. were nmrd up against it until 1896.
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In 1896 according to N.W.C. Ellis, of Victoria, who wrote notes ; In 1882 my Grandfather, Hugh Mack )
about the land owned by his grandfather Captain John Ell}s and_hls side of Walter Peak which faces towards Lumsden and the: sunny £
father Thomas C. Ellis "In 1896 so bad were the depredations F or winter country of Walter Peak by way of lease. This was gran
caused by the rabbits that my father Thos. C. Ellis bought the by the Waste Lands Board and Southland Land Board who in fact

Mavora property from my grandfathers estate for £1,000 with any. wanted him to take more, but he felt he had stiovigh. £6 deal waal
sheep thereon." They ran Mt Nicholas and Mavora as one; held in the timec. 7 : artlssk

the name of his wife,

enzie, applied for both the dar

This property he farmed and devcloped.suocessfully until in 1904

Captain John Ellis occupied 250,000 acres until his death in 1@77 came an opportunity‘Fo expand the run consid?rably by the purchas
and carried about 70,000 sheep. His trustees sold this run which Jolnﬁly with James M}lng of the Mt Nicholas Run from T.C, Fllis,
was subsequently cut in two. The portion lying to the West Dgtalls gf the negotiations leading up to the purchase, together
consigting of 100,000 acres and upon this a house and woolshed were with copies of the correspondencg and the partnership formed tp 1]
built, was known as Mavora, the other 150,000 acres being M ‘ the pronerty follow, On completion of the purchase Hugh Mackenz%
Njchnias on Lake Wakatipu with Jetty and Woolshed on Lake Wakatipu. becamg the owner of the vast arca of Walter Peak, Wt Nicholas ané
Ej 1504 the place was running 10,000 sheep with ease although. at Fernhill runs which were amalgamated under the name of Walter Ppa
first it carried 2,000 to 3,000, il : The land covered over 178,000 :acres of Crown Lease with 75300 acr
‘ , i e on ) of frechold on the Walter Peak flats and a smaller ares ot Mt

Therc was another tragedy at the 0ld Nicholas homestecad durlng Wi ghotas,

Fllis's occupation. Caretakers lived in the house and cne day the s . ‘ ' .
then caretakers wife was found dead in the kitchen. She had The actual negotiations between James Milne and Hugh Mackenzie ha

hushond.  An old carpenter who.did a lot of work for the Mackenzics Jlunt Margaret telling me the Runs 324A and 324B did goadp fom
ﬂ;? Elgéoréie\Bisset was only a young fellow at the time and was le  In fact twice and as there were no -bids, my Griondfathep
alllet € C & i R

working at Old Nicholas, told some of my family when under the

Glne agreed to purchase them between them with the _dos of
influcace of alcohol, that the caretaker and wife had a viclent ubcivision. Hugh Mackenzie o take half of Mt Nicholas inte Wal:
LILL LRCace & ) 3 a, b

cceived a severe blow to her head. There was no sign of her , been lost but as far as I know and from what I remember my father
JI..) ¢ A . vile !

jent and that he had hit her on the head with a heavy object: Peak. The other half to go o James Milne and into Pernlill. The
ur#lﬁf?l g h . When sober and questioned further on the matter , nuns vere actually itransferred into the names of Mackenzie and
x:gra?@ iefu§2é to eonfirm wh;t,he had said when drunlk and would liinee This arrangement appears to have lasted a very shor, L0
e sa kot W HE T bak again. My Grandfather Hugh Mackenzie -ames Milne did not relish the idea of Tencing the long end
x::@;tu%fﬁfo; Peak a% the time and said he paw the body and the difficult boundary between Walter Pesk and Mt Nicholas, Vhen

woman had suffered a blow to her head. He helped to take the body
down to the lake where it was taken to Queenstown. The do?tor--.
pigneu a certifiocate to say the woman had:died of "heart fallurg.
Maybe she fell and hit her head, or was it manslaughter? We will

e

dizcussing the boundary and fencing in Invercargill, James M 1ue
decided to get out and offered-his half of Mt Nicholas, plus Ferne
hill te my Grandfather, plus 1,000 sheep for £10,000. The' yean
would have been in 1905 because my Grandfather formed a partnerahi

—_—

never known nows I have no record of the year of this tragic ' wity @is five sons an@ two daughters. One son Wil}iam decided not
hu“nguin@ and no record of the names of caretaker and wife, but will | to Join the partnershlp as hg wanted %0 go to America to s?udy
wﬁmhmborJny family epeaking about the incident. ?ho house at 0ld . engineering, He was killed in a snowslide on Walter Peak in 1906,
Nioholes rad the reputation of being hauntud put for some rea§ogrthe The Partnership consisted of s

ghopt was supposed to ba that of Elizabeth Wh1tu who one morning ol B hares dicd 6tk M &

wap found drowned in the artificisl 1ily pond. e wugh cenlor 2 shares died o Yag., 1933

fahn died 5th Eeptomher g
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Alox died 19th April 1950 =

Mergaret died 29 December 1 .

Hugg Junior bought out by partner 1948_§1ed '56
Anastasia bought out by partrners 1928 died 19
Peter (tke Colonel) died 12th February 1968
Walter killed at Gallopoli 1215

I think it is necessary to give an.idea of the fami}y ang gzzgeﬁi_
of I i i f relationships cla

e f Eugh Mackenzie Senior because o 2t : |

;2:;12 wtogare not relations or if so only.distant commections.

i i rried fAns ia Mackenzie Rossiter., They
3 Mackenzie Senior married nnasﬁa51g. ; ; o ] .
ﬁfghsi;qeons anC two daughters.He married secondly Flora Gardiner
They had no children, ‘ ' 6
: : T, -
His eldest son John married firstly Beatrice Waller 1nP?2Q ;n
" fhe had no family. He married secondly Florence Ann Pi ic
Camitell in 1930. They had no children, gc Uncle John has no
degcendants. . o
2+  Alexsnder Mackenzie married twice. Hi;tfirst w§f§1§§: Winnifre
i 13 i hey . four daughters as folic
Caroline Mathescn. They had : be siac Al
iter I be (me d G. Waring) seven children,
Mary Rosgiter Mackenzie (marrie : R
}?nijFr@d Ceroline Joan King nee MgckenZ}e #Wo Ohiﬁ§%igr
M;rga;et Anr Rossiter Nesbit nee Mackenzlg five children
détgi Rossgiter Baker nes Mackenzie two children.

3o Margerot Ann Mackenzie never married. No descendants.

| Hugh or 'Ted! married Mary Macdowel. Their children are s
follcws - ' i . i
M;ry Ruth Gray nee Mackenzie six children (one son)

Agros died 9 years old. . |
m%llinm Hugh died unmarried, no d@sonndani_;sgL |
dloronce Mariel Oook nee Mackenzie two chll.ren.
Catherine Jomn Baker nee Maokenzie three chlldrep.

Tmohlan John Maokenzie not married

Avnptanln Maokenwle dlied not married.

G Willlam Maokenzie died not married. .
- gyt 4 m b s 1 =
T« Potor the Colonel, married firstly Margeiy Twitchell Mathews
Mhadr cYlldren are as foli': ;

e .-

~10= ‘

Margery Phyllis Mackenzie (doceased) never married.
Margaret Beatrice Ellison nec Mackenzie two children,
Mary Isobel Jessie Mackenzie not married,

He married secondly Margaret Elirzabeth Nackenzie nee Junker,
Their son is Peter Christopher Francis lackenzie not married,

8. Walter Michael Mackenzie killed in action Gallopoli 1915 never
married no descendants,

Peter lackensgie y son of Angus Mackenzie, a brother of Hugh Mackens
Benior came to New Zealand in 1896. He was known as 'Cousin Peter!?

He marricd Alice Mackenzie of Marting Bay. They had two children g
followg s- : ;

Mary Phelan nee Mackenzie, _
Roderich Jarss Mackenzie who married Charlotte Heaps they had foun
S50NS8 ¢ ' ‘

Cousin Peter never owned .an -interest in Walter Posk Statisn but he
was associated with the Stations for many years mustering, cultive
ating fields, often too as Boss of the Shearing Board, taking sheep
‘counts and ~enerally helping his cousins, He too, often went to
Wyune Stztion 4o help his Uncle Alexander there. (Grandads brother
Later when Great Uncle 4lex died in 1909 he left his money to hig
sisters in. Scotland, So-Vlyuna was sold 4o his nephews and nieco

at Walter Poak. John and Alexander Mackenzie and Margaret Amm
Mackenzie., Cousin Peter was appointed Manager of Wyuna and lived
up at Glenorchy for many. years. Years later he and his son Roderich
bought Ringway Ridges, a farm near Ctautau in Southland, It ‘was
sold about. 1958 ang Roderich bought Greenhill =t Bluff,

The Pollowing are copies of letters relating to the sale of Mt

Nicholas Station together with the Sale Agreement between F,R. Ellin
and Hugh lackenzie :—

1. Thomas Ellis to Hugh Mackenzie re sale Mt Nicholas 1901

2. Bale Agrcement between F.R. Ellis and Hugh Mackenzie for the
purchase of the Station by Hugh Mackenzie,

3¢ Thomas Ellis to Bugh Mackenzie ro the Sale Agreement.
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Invercargill
218t March 1901

Mr Hugh Mackenzie,
Walter Peak,
Queenstown.

Dear Sir,

' Wright Steph : Co., ked if T would sell
S e sh Wright Stephenson & Co., ask N
%i ﬁéiiziazhzzggI tolg those gontlemen theylmlght offer it to you

also. gl : : : 2 _
| ' i 2 ow it away. I
i ‘gell it now, but not to throw 1 ‘

: n the humour to sell 1 3 : Lo o
f EW éust taken over Five Rivers from the lessees and if 1 o
“l('.-') r_‘ : . . . L3
gtart to work Nicholas with it I must stick to it
; . i B! 's at
T asked £500 for the Rung, reserving thg McKe}lar‘b zlfor s
ﬂj””nck about 6 to 75000 scres. I require this plecqt: r$°on

i i 5 : (! mentes, a
This i oVE 00 acres. The improve .
This in ond lease over 100,0__ c1 ; ot
L;Uphold all given in and it is dirt cheap aﬁ tﬂe.mo?iyto e
",»F le fixea tenure and you get back I helieve egua

gase ] {
voars' rent at cnd of lcase, say £336. | : k
i D ne. L would
Tt is a spendid chance for your sons to start Eear home
hdLé reasonable terms with you if you want such.

i g to
T ghall be in Southland for the next few weeks and if>iou car
Hn b:uinesé it might be well for us to meet one anotieT.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

Thos, 0, Ellle

(Signed)

=] Do

Invercargill

9th November 1903

I the undersigned F.R., Ellis agree to sell and I the undersigned
H. Maokenzie agree to purchase the I Nicholas Station, Lake .
Wakatipu, on the following terms and conditions 5

About thirty acres of freshold land in two blocks with all the

homestead buildings, Men's hut, Woolshed and Press also all F.hHg
Ellis's interest in Runs 324A, 324B, 438 and 452, excepting the
small fenced paddock about 55000 acres adjoining Mavora known ag
McKellars Paddock which F.R, Ellis reserves the option of keepiny
and if she does, has to pay rent per acre at the average price pt
acre cf the rent of Runs 3244 and 324B., The price of the above 1
£250 cash when the freehold of above mentioned is transferred, se

about February 1904. Possession to be given and taken. on tst
February 1004,

For all purposes under this agreement H, Mackenzie is to pay rend
at the rate of €50 per annum Tor the sbove Runs as from Februany
18t 1904,

It is understood that F.R. Ellis is negotiating with the Southlan
Land Board to surrender or forfeit Runs Nos. 3244 and 3248 (grouy
as one) to obtain a reduction of the now excessive rent to £45,

If the Runs are put up and an outsider buys same it is not to
nullify the above sale and purchase but H. lMackenzie is to get th

money, the cutsider will have to pay for the improvements on Runa
3244 and 324B, ;

It is also agreed if H. Mackenzie disposes part of fhe above Runsg
to which P.R. Ellis has no objection he is to protect F.R., Ellig!
option to McKellars Paddock.

Florence K. Ellis. 3 sisitn 4
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Invercargill
9th November 1904

Mr H. Mackenzie,
Walter Peak,
Queenstown.

Dear Sir,
Re Mt Nicholas Station
I erclose you two copics of iAgreement regarding Ut Nicholas. -
[ think it contains nothing but what we all‘agregd\to at Queenstown.

[ liave just set it out short and in plain 1an§pa§e.ﬁt?leasiiiig?how
C e 1 keop the other. o doubt you W 8

one and post to me and koop th 7 ; L

iT tijﬁi Milng first and you must make your own little agreement

with hin.

' ng are ines the Run and may we
I em g2 glad my old neighbours are getting the v

m thig instance ¢ may the exchange turn
nlways get on as well from tlis instence and wmay | .

out to the benefit of you end My Milne.

With kind regards.

I romain,

Yours faithfully,

Thon. U.E. Ellis,

B e i

Bankof New Zealand Queen1stowrandArrowtown

BANK OF NEW ZEALAND - QUEENSTOWN AND AUROWTOWN ...
Recently the Bank of New Zealand opened splendid new premises. in
Rees Stroet, Quecnstown. This building is the third on the site tk
first being orected in 1875, This building was demolished in 1941
to make way for a bigger and more modern bank which'in turn met .
the sane fate to provide a site for the new building. 'The bank fix
first opened in Queenstown as an agency on the 29 of November 1862
and was thus providing banking services within a week or two of the
discovery of gold at Arthur's Point. Their service to the town is
therefore unique,

The bank has kindly made available some deteils of its early histor
which follow - : e

Opened 2% November 1862 — Wm Jamison was the first Agent and opened
the Branch at Queenstown.

Some of the earlier Managers were — :
Mr G.l, Rogs October 1865 - July 1886
Mr 3., Fischer July 1886 - August 1888
lir H.W. Mitchell August 1888 - March 1891
Mr A.R.W.P. Green April 1891 -~ July 1895
Mr E,C.W. Porter March 1899 ~ December 19

One of Ir E.C.W. Porter's sons, Mr P,L. TForter, became ‘the Banks
General Menager in 1945,

An extract from "The New Zealand Benker" - 20th April 1929 -

with reference to the reminiscences of Mr G.M. Ress, related at his
home in Surry Hills, Victoria, on the occasion of his diamond
wedding on 9th April, 1929, may be of interest. :

lir Ross joined the Bank of New Zealand at Dunedin on 29th September
1862. He was appointed Sub-Agent at Shotover in October 1863 and
two years later, in October 1865, was transferred to Queenstown ag
Menager. MNr Ross was teller at Queenstown fir a period during 1864 1«

Mr Ross said ~ '"He was known as the 'boy bank manager'. From
Dunedin he had a three days' ride to his first job at Queenstown.
His horse was poor, and he had %o walk nearly all the way. He
otopped one night at a tent hotel., They charged him 2/— for some
straw to lie on and 2/6d fer sorme coffee and bacon., When he got to

his destinotion, he found n canvas Hnk.
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' : K issued, warn-—
: srnment proclamation was 1
v arrival, a Governme . s wes bmtabel G
shortlyraizz to leave Queenstown, because_the w1?§el glshudger ren
s We stayed on. It was terrlbly.coﬂh- Plaggeiosings ) 0%
. Si Siﬁéﬁi.of iiving in those canvas tents in the ra
now to L = ;
- in s colde shotover Rivere
o lntgisb‘zgﬁtlement was almost surrounded by ?he,gggowned there.
%ﬁaye slznly one ford. One flood-time 20 men Wiizk S e
€T3 Wa e ; Three times a weel
erything awaya. i ! i St
the Watersfsgziztiin ?or dancing. Immedlate%y hg aiéﬁ;if;t h gome
come_frompzusedu tools thrown down, and da301ng woyle ek :

e b?'J Es W;uld come to the bank all n}éht ?Orq312%?gi%e%, that
;f tii Luja-r‘:;et'rm'u;l{ 2t Skipper's Reefs, :nd tfa Tiiwwusit Bjogr it
ce was £ N 1 v‘-’l"‘ cata tail o get ¢Llong. - &

o o o the horso's A 3 1 ne about
. hauafo hEnglizy; had a policemen with me on mg grav;}lloie e
to ride. ALY .- ften zot home at 1 and 2 2., .
: rould often get ho e TG . old
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daid rot melt.'

My Ress died on 20th April, 1931.
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I next opened a bank at Arthur's Point, four mile
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BNZ Duilding, Ballarat Street, (ueenstown

Prior to 1895, this building was the premises of the Colonial Bank
of New Zealand., Unfortunately most of the records of this bank wez
destroyed by Court Order when its affairs were finally wound up in
1905, We have no information sbout the building before 1895. The
Colonial Bank was founded in Dunedin in 1874, but the first recorde
staff appointments in Queenstown were of Acting Accountant on 21
Decenber 1887, and Manager on 1 January 1888. Presumably the
building was erected after this, There were two Certificates of
Title for the land occupied by the Colonial Bank, the C/T for
Section 22, Block 2, Towa of Queenstown, area 7 poles, was dated at
Dunedin 6 March 1876, while that for Section 23, Block 2, Town of
ueenstown, ares 16 poles; was dated Dunedin 30 June 1882,

The Colonial Bank of New Zealand, although it steadily opened new
branches throughout New Zealand during the twenty one vears of its
existence, was never a resounding success, and w
bo survive the long depression of the 1880
the Colonial Bank was bought by BNZ, and its business, buildings ans
most of its staff were taken over, Throughout its short existencs
in (ueenstown, the Colonial Jank manager had been Cyril Edmund
Gudgecn. He had been recruited from BNZ in 1875 to serve as managesd
at Croumwell until he was promoted to (ueenstown in 1888. When the
Coloni

al Bank was absorbed by BNZ, Gudgeon became Queenstown manages
for BNZ, a position he held until 1899, '

However BNZ had its own building in Rees Street, and had no use for
the Colonial Bank building., It appears that it was never used for
bankin: purposes again. There was very little demand for either
residential or commercial buildings in Queenstown at this time, and
for several years the building steod untenanted and unegrning, In

September 1898 a tenant was found. The Borough rates at this time
were &4 per annum.

A buyer for the property was not found until October 1918. It was

then sold to John Thompson. The tenant at this time was Mrs McBride
who left the building reluctantly,

as not strong enoug,
s and 1890's. In 1895

Tho building still stands and is better known as Bureks House,
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PHR ASPINALLS OF SKIPPERS ...

Following the short article sbout John Aspinall whith appeared 1in
the last lssue, ¥re Ruth Horn of Dunedin who is a grenddavghter of
John 4spinall has written and. indicates she would be cxtremely
grateful for any information any member may have which could help
her in recording the family history. Can anyone help?

She writes, "I have traced the family back to my great, great
Grzydfather's birth in 177D Hut now the gaps turn up. My grand—
frtrer John came out in 1861 and joined his older brother in Bendi
justralia. He found it teo crowded, and headed for fuckland and
the Thames and straight to Skippers via lueenstown, then un-named
(the Camp).

e hal & family of six sons and three daughtersall of whom were
Yorn at Skippers, my mother being the eldest girl. Iy fathex
Robert White was an electrical engineer who arrived about 1890 to
inetzll the Sandhills Dredge;
the world. When 1t was completed he found himself as manager
bocause nc one else could Fill the job. My brother John Aspinall
White and T were born =t Skippers and were at the opening of the
Skipyers Dridge in 1901. The Aspinall home was just above their
gluiciag claim above the bridso. My Mother's three older
brotuers were sent off to Dboarding school at the Scuthland High
Scheol. ‘ o , _ s

Mhe ooumpany put in a wing dam to cut off the river to-get at. the
bod, They made fair findings but not spectacular and the dredge
was shifted to Millers Flat in the 1900's, . Think of the shift -
no roads — the poor horses did everything: We had electricity al
through. cur corrugated house. ‘ .

Other relatives were the Southbergs at Frankton now all deceased.
Our grandmothers were sisters. They lived at Bullendale and woul
ride Adowp to the Skippers home, plus babies. Uncle [ndrew
foutubarg had the "Phoenix" mine before the Bullendale bought. ive.
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the first electrically run dredge 1n
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purvive, o g i
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wag an early visi v
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Bishop Harpe
here in March

L VET BISHOP ...  BishopHarpe
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had given the Bishop detailed directions where to Oro8sS the Mataura
River. Witk the features of the landscape altered, the Bishop who
was accompanied by his son, Henry, mistook the ford. In he plunged
to find only deep water flowing swiftly. The Bishop was washed off
lis horse. Seeing his father being carried down the agtream Henry
awam after him. Both the men were strong gwimmers., Striking out
they reached the far bank. This was steep and rocky and, exhausted
by the current they were nard put to haul themselves out. The
horses fortunately had drifted onto an island and wero got over
only =after repeated effort., The problem was how to get their clothe
dpried. At Tuturau there was a stockman's hut. Here they were
hospitably entartained and dried oute There were thirteen other me
in the hut clad only in red blanlets in a similar plight. To add &
frontisr touch to the seene thare were in the rafiers a quartered
bullock and the drapings of wet clothes.
After further adventures in the Olutha River and over Mt Flagstaff
the Bishop and his son reached Christchurch in October. As they
rode up to where a group of men were standing on a warm spring
ovoning it was seen that the Bishop's clothes were” held together by
plrips of flax. In.a newspaper interview the Bishop's comment was
thet apart from the weather the journey had been without difficulty

Blehop darper maie this journey overy year till 1871 -when Dunedin
hoeame a separatc Dincese under Dishop Nevill. His journeys took
him alsgo to Banks Peninsula, Wrrth Canterbury and the Wlest Coast

Goldfields. He died in 1893 at the ripe age of 89. On his memoria

o the words "Forgetful of ease and pleasure, he
even in advancing age proved himself
dangers travelling through

{11 Btoa Ccllege ar
nover wearied of duty, and
aqual to the endurance of toils and
pathlass wilds'. :
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The Twelve Mile Apostles
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[E TWELVE MILE APOSTLES
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