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therefore appeared relevant, offering alternative ideas of social
relationship and human purpose. The fact that tlie¥é Wwas something
for Maoris to respond to was surely the consequence of more effec—
tive missionary communicot vl The culminative effects of re-
current epidemics can‘be associated with the movement towards Christ-
ianity, simply because mony laoris were afraid.

The next contribution to the Maori conversion to Chris tlanlty was

the effect of inter-tribal worfare, with hcavy casualiies and
capture of slaves. Batwoun 1€15-1830 there occurred a series of
long and bloody campaigne, this was a reaction to the introduction
of the musket, as & tradin-+ item by the Buropean which greatly
accelerated warfare in scale and frequency. The obtaining of
muskets caused a great ciiwnge in the balance of pwer amongsttribes.
The Meoris at the Bay ol Islands were armed first, and a series of
massive ralds were made throughout the early 1820's, they were long
bitter battles, with their aftermath of conquerors, killing or eat-
ing the conquersd. Vhole tribes were decimated, and at the end of
all the wars, there was only one fifth of the ukzﬁlnwl population.
The inter-tribal wars were a chance to gain land, glory, prestige
and revenge. The butchery of 1820's and 30's decimated Maori
people, facilitating settlenant. Massive slaughter certainly
occurred on a number of oucasions, particularly during the campaigns
of Hongi and Te Ruaparaha. There was also a rald for slaves at the
depopulated areas by the Zuropenas to be used Lor economic reasons.

By about 1838 missionaries were called on to negotiate peace.

Again the Maoris existerce as a race became threatened and peace was
therefore desired. Thus the Buropean was expanded throughout New
Zealand making peace, rcsulting in more contact. The acceptance of
peace by the Maori, caussd a gradual introduction to the new relig-
ion, which not only seemed to provide endless scope for discussion
but introduced an attractive alternative to intertrihal extermin- i
ation. '

Although the wars were not that major in contributing to Maori
Christianity they created & mood of despair, which caused the Maori
to seek for comfort and guidance, offered by the missionaries,

Tt can be seen that there are different attitudes and opinions about
“he zcceptrnce of Christie HJIV in the 1830's. We must tale into
wecowat hewavers that A8 "*urert rerions woro affectiad in varying
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degrees by the Buropean contact, thus influencing the reasons given
for lManri conversion. ‘ '

For example Binney writes her point of view from what she saw at the
Bay of Islands — an area of intense and continual Buropesan contact
from the early years. As a result this caused breakdown of Maori
values end rapid cultursl and social disruption within the area.
Binney therefore establishes the view that conversion to Christianity
was caused by this state of disruption resulting from the European

a5t to her viewpoint, Owen argues that the Maori conversion to
ity was a response to Christian ideas and techniques because
they were intellectually exciting, and that thelr response was aided
by imoroved effectiveness of the Church Missionary Society in 1830's.

This moy seem true in the Thames-VWaikato area, where Buropean contact
before 1030 was very limited, with only indirect influences taking
DL1ACT.

Here thcie was an almost immediate response to Christianity, through
the different circumstances within the area, very 1ittls cultural
disrupticn or depression. ‘

It ig therefore clear that both Owen and Binneys statements contain
truth to some extent and seem to be related to their specific areas
of contact. Literacy had a great &ffect on Maori conversion.

Maoris found little they could understand or use in the missiondries
firet sttempts to convey thelr message. However when the missionar-
igs boron previding books and teaching them to read and write, the
Lask became almost easy. I asionary books spread rapidly and the
Waori tecchers gained large followings of pupils anxious to absorb
knowledee of reading and writing. Tt wes an . interest and desire to
read the word of God. The missicnaries were encouraged by the
attention to religion :and they therefore went on journeys to spread
the mezs ge throughout New Zealand. Because all the books printed
were concerned with Christianity end Religion, the Maoris quickly ~
adopted tl.e new concept. * The publishing of the New Teatament pro-
vided curiosity to read "the book", which had much %o do with the
eptance of ideas. Literacy fascinated illiterate people through-
p-gific., The Maoris fortunate to possess letters ftreasurg
 Lide. Literacy and Christian ideas also spread rajidly in
soioherel te dirsct wmicei-onary contact, many Mzoris thewselvog
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“conveyed from tribe to tribe, spreading the word to their neighbours.
Thus the missionaries were weoll on their way to spreading ideas and
converting the Maorig.

Maoris found ingpiration frow the stories in the Bible for many
religious movements of their own, which they turncd t¢ in times of "
atruggle. Literacy therefore, laid the foundati ms for eventual
advancement of Maoris in Buronean Society.

The last factor to be loocd ot is the significant changes in miss-—
ionary methods to spreadin: CPwiStianity amongst lizoris. Barly
success was limited greatly bhecause of Samuel Marsden - the founder:

of mission work. He warn iuprzctlcal, inflexible and self righteous
and he limited communicatirns with his workers because he was based
in Australia. The first najor change wag the arrival of Henry
Williams in 1823, who soon chtained the leadership of the mission.
He was concerned in bringing practical benefit to the Meoris,

rather than the romantic idealism which made many miSOionarics
unprepared for actual conditicns. He was helped in his success by
his' brother William Williawms, who changed the Church Missionary
Society policy towards emphasizing language and teaching, which
proved a far more succeszful rwothod, This emphasis on teaching ,
involved regular meetings Tor grammar and attempts to translate
religious works. Maoris began gathering to read about Christian-
itye The policy of teaching only children was abandoned and
.migsionaries began to teach adults which led to the adoption of
baptism, which had an overwhelming reaction. Many Maoris came to
seek instruction. The missionaries teaching had preceded them and
the message was carried throughout New Zealand. From early 1830's
both the Wesleyans and Anglicans could distribute printed liter—
ature, By introducing new ghips the missionarics were able to
break economic monopdy held over them by protectors. They also. .
showed political independence; when the musket war created role of
Peace Makers. Once the missionaries showed their independence

the Maoris began to take them more seriously. From south districts
Wesleyans and Anglicans reported immediate enthusiesm for their
teachings, Maoris worked at believing inChristianity, to gain a
missionary and obtain Eurowoan goods,  Anglicans introduced
"civilisation", which vevived waning enthusiasm, and enabled greaten
concentration on Hﬁﬁtﬂﬂﬂkﬁ tho language.
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In 1830 their-own-printing press was acquired and pamphlets, hymns,
and portions of the Bible were printed and in circulation.

New mood of enthusiasm 1830's was aided by the home societies in-
creasing respurces of thelr missions, making expansion possible.

Material dependence was intended to extend into cultural dependence.

After initial enthusiasm passed -~ the Maoris were to develop their

own religioug synthesig and unigue cultural identity. The develop—
ment of cultural dependence of Maoris, the greater efficiency of the
uisgions and the use of the printed word, were the major reasons for
the enthusiasm towards Christianity in 1830's.

The Buropeans then played major part in the Maori conversion to
Christianity, whether it wasg through the vices and virtuss or the
changos and challenges that they bought, however their endurance
created their success and. adopting Christianity became a life line
for Many.

MacetownGold Return:
ILCETOWN GOLD RETURNS ...
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The followiﬁg is a list of gold returns for the Macetown area for the
season which had just finished published in the Lake County Press’ in
August 1883 &=

Tipperay 2,616 oss
Gladstone 788
Premier 396
Maryborough ' 221
Treasure 75 (Trial crushing)
Ladye Fayre 68
Homeward Bound 68 _
Garibaldi 63 0 L
New Al)l Nations 62 L W
Mountain Maid 44 :
Golden Shoe 11 % K
United 9

41421 0Zs

The cash value of this total was given as £17,174 at £3.77. 105 an
ouNnce. The Lake County Council ‘was entitled to gold duty of £442
which indicated & levy of 57- ner ounce.,

{
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THE EXCAVATION OF A SMALL CHINESE MINING SETTLEMENT AND STORE

AT ARROWTOWN, CENTRAL OTAGO ...

ot

ChineseséttlemenexcavatioratArrowtowncomributed. by : Neville Ritchie
Neville Ritchie Archaeologist, N.Z.H.P.T.
4 Cromwell

Introduction

In 1983 the author was contracted to undertake an archaeological
investigation of a small Chinese mining settlement (8123/249) and
associated store (8123/250) 2% Arrowtown, Central Otago, The site
originally one of about 15 Chinese urban enclaves which developed
adjacent to the established goldmining towns in Otago, will be the
sole surviving example of its type (with substantial structural
remains) after Cromwell's "Chinatown" is inundated by the formation
of the hydro reservoir, Lake Dunstan, in 1987. The latber site .
was excavated in 1980 (Ritchie 1980, 1983). It is maintained by
the Lands and Survey Dept as a unit of the Otago Goldfields Park,
This will continue until the site is inundated.,

The Arrowtown site was acquired by the Goldfields Park in 1982,.
with the intention of developing it as a replacement for the Crom-
well site, In the short reriod the relatively undeveloped Cromwell
Chinatown site has been managed, it has become the most popular unit
in the Park with annual visitition in the order of 10,000 per annum.
Understandably, this level of visitor interest spurred the Depart-—
ment's interest in the Arrowtown site.

The first stage of site development at Arrowtown involved clearing
enough vegetation to facilitate mapping and archacological
investigations of the structures and agssociated deposits. This
work was undertaken over November—December 1983 (Ritchie 1984 ).
4lthough the Arrowtown settlement is less than half the size of the
Cromwell development, it is interesting from a development point of
view in that a former Chinese store adjacent to the habitation area
is st%ill standing. The store (locally known as "Ah Lum's" after
its last owner) has also been acquired and will be restored as part
of the site development. In the following discussion the settle-
ment (the residential area and store) are referred to as the
"Arrewtown Chinese Settlement" (or 4.C.8.). Detailed descriptions
of the structures and tho rnalyses undertaken to date were DTG
sented in the interiw roport (Ritchie 1984). ya® '
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Historical Backgrowund

An outline of the course of Chinese settlement in New Zealand has
been presented in earlier reports (Ritchie 1980, 1083, 1984).
Chinese gold diggers made their first appearance on the Central Otago
goldfields in the latter part of 1866 and were well established by
1870 (Ritchie 1983:3).  As was happening around other goldfield
towns, the nucleus of a Chinese gettlement developed at Arrowtown
(on the south bank of Bush Croek). It's siting there was possibly
spurred by the establishment of a Chinese store, an event which was
viewed with concern by Europeans (Dunstan Times. 17.9.1869:2).,  Like
the European miners in the area the Chinese were primarily inter-
ested in winning alluvial gold from the Arrow River and its
tributeries. They set to the task promptly - "At the Arrow River
the Chinese are engaged in testing the gorge, which has besn repeat-
edly tried and abandoned in comsequence of the great difficulty in
reaching bottom ..." (report of the Mining Warden, Queenstown, Otago
Witness 19.2.1870:10), ' ;

Although no specific instances of violence are known towards the
Arrowtovn Chinese, from the outset certain Buropeans made it clear
they were unwanted; in fact, some of the most vociferous early anti-
Chinese agitation emerged from the Wakatipu district. In 1871 the
Arrow District Miners' Association drew up a petition which was
circulzted around the Otago goldfields and Dunedin. I% sought the
Covernor "to include a clause in the new Goldfields Act forbidding
the issue of Miners Rights to Chinese and place an effectual bar on
their further influx". Continuing agitation lead the government to
set up a Select Committee in August 1871, to investigate the effects
of Chinese immigration in New Zealand and culminated (in 1881) in
the first of a series of legislative restrictions on Chinese
immigration. :

Despite the anti-Chinese sentiment, by 1885 the Arrowtown settlement
had grown and consisted of two discrete areas - an elongated scatter
of about 10 mud and/or stone huts sited along the foot of the terrace
bordering Bush Creek, a "social hall" known locally as "the Chinese
long house", and at least two stores (Ah Wak's and what is now known
as Ah Ium's) located at the eastern end of the terrace immediately
above the huts. An 1887 photograph (4.M, El 286) clearly shows the
extensive Chinese gardens which ware estsblished on-the. sloping. ground
immediately west ol thn stores and above +the huts. By 1910 some ~f
the huts had been abandoned and Ah Lum's was the only store still




o

From the outset it was expected that the excavation would yield a
considerable body of artefacts and faunal remaing, from which new
data could be derived on several broad research queries presently
| being addressed by the author and overseas researchers. These
' include -~

(a) further elucidating Chinese subsistence and social patterns.

(b) determining the nature of the settlement, its role in the
immediate area and within the wider context of nineteenth .
century Chinese settlemcnt in New Zealand.

(c) defining the origin and usage of all artefacts and expanding
| N knowledge on their origin, manufacture, variability and
social role.

- ightening our ability to date historical sitos by detaile
d) tight bilit date hist 1 sites by det 1 d
chronological/historical studies.

To date 16 Chinese mining/habitation sites have boen excavated
in New Zealand. They arc 21l in the Cromwell area and have,
been investigated in the course of mitigation work associated -
with the upper Clutha power scheme (Ritchie 1983).

The Investigation Procedurc

Before the excavation comuenced historical research was undertaken
drawing on archival, ethnographic, historical and ecarly photographlc
sources. The ethnographic research (mainly 1nuc1v1Lw1ng elderly
informants) also served as a useful public relaticns exercise.

The site was cleared (November Tth~18th) to enable the nature and
condition of structural remcins to be determined and a plan to be

| drawn of the surface features., As the ¢learing zdvanced, .
, excavation commenced (Novermber 14th-December 22nd). This involved
' systematic excavations in 'nd around structures, ash/dump deposits

! _and features such as retaining walls. 1
;

A backhoe was used in the latter part of the excavation in an
attempt to find possible buried midden deposits end traces of the

, former "long house'. The srea where this building stood has been
ploughed many times and theie vere no surface traces.

This report only contains sumcory descriptions of the structures
| and minimal detaile of tho rrtefrcts. e efructures are described

in dotail, together .ibl Heliudi..ry analysis resulss in wibohie
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(1984), which also contains site development recomrendations.

The Structural Remains: The Residential drea

The main residential area was dominated by a large wooden building
¥nown as the Chinese "long house". - Unfortunately, there is now no
trace nf this structure. The central location on which it steod,
now a grassed clearing was ploughed many times c,1930 (L. Dudley
pers, comm,). The building as judged from an 1887 photograph was of
weathorhoard constructien, some 15m long, 4m wide and hzdra gable
height T c.3m. Although the building had collapsed or hecn
demolishad by.about 1900, it is known to have served as a social hall
and mecting place. ‘ :

Trenches excavated by backhoe in the area where the long house was
located, revealed no positive traces of the structure, although clear
‘dgtratigraphic evidence of successive flood silt depositicns and the
later nloughings were apparent. The building way haves collapsed or
been critically damaged by flooding, leading to its abandonment,
graduzl collapse, demolition or removal. Once vacated, the
corrugated iron off the roof and other useful materials.zre likely

to hnve been scavenged for use elsewhere.

West cf the long house site the rewains of 6 huts (11, H2, H3, H4,
HS, aud

H6), a small midden (F9), two rockshelters (R16 & R 17) and
ted garden terrace (F18) were uncovered, whilst to the ecast
another 4 huts (H7, HS, H10 & H11) and 2 midden deposits

glel F15)-

The huts have been described in detail in the interim report. 411
the huts appear .to have been habitations, except the large hut 2
which is believed to have served as a social venue. Comment here is
restricted to a discussion of the considerable differences in the
construction of the Arrowtown structures compared with those at
Cromwell and elsewhere in Central Otago.

The most significant difference between the huts at Cromwell and
Arrowtown is their varying construction naterials. At the former
they wore built almost entirely of cobbles (principally of schist
and grcyﬂacke) which were derived from old European tailings in the
area. At Arrowbown the two entirely stone hute (H2 & HS) are made
of relatively small slabs of schist laid horizontally, but the
majority of the structures are of either puddled mud (rr omd brick)
construction or a combination of nud and stone construciio i The
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differences (and range of materials used at Arrowtown), I believe,
are ‘almost entirely attributable to the Chinese resourcefulness in
using materials to hand.  The schist was collected from an outcrop
forming a small cliff behind-the huts. The mud was- excavated from
the interior area of proposed huts. "ot

The surviving huts atlﬂrrowtown are generally smaller than those

at Cromwell, At Cromwell the average floor area of the surviving
structures is 8.3 sq.m., whereas at Arrowtown it is 7.3 sq.m., but
only 6.25 sq.m., if the larger socialising hut (H2) i$ omitted from
the calculation, Although the dimensions of 2 former large huts
(H7 & 114) are now not discernible, the majority of the Arrowtown
huts are generally smecller than Chinese huts elsewhere in Central
Otago. The emaller size of the Arrowtown huts is difficult to
explain, but does uot anpear to be due to "localised impoverty',

hAccording to a contemporary observer of the last Chinese at
Arrowtown (A, Dudley pers. comm.) huts 3,6,7,8 & {1 (and possibly
others) had tussock thatched roofs C.1920-26., The roofs were
renewed annually (ibid).  Study of the 1887 photograph (E1 286)
indicated that the long house was roofed with corrugsted iron, as

“was Ah Ium's store, whilst huts 2 ~nd 4 were thatched. Other

structures appeaz to be partially roofed with short shoets of

. material, possibly flattened Kerosine tins. Some of the Chinese
3 7 k

huts phetographed by Don on his travels around the goldfields show
tussock thatched huts overlaid with rice bags o canvas. Study of
the 1887 photogr-ph indicates this may have been the case at Arrow—
town in some instances bocause there appears to be some material
overlying the thatch,

Window glass was recovercd in most of thé huts at Arrowtown, where-
as it was found in only two huts at Cromwell. This is probably
attributable, in part, to the high incidence of Buropean larri-
kinism and vandalism directed towards the Cromwell settlement and
its inhabitants., Although meny Chinese huts did not have windows,
at Cromwell they appear to have foregone them completely rather
than put up with the expense and hassle of replacing broken panes
and the risk of sustaining possible. injury from breaking glass and
stones.

At Cromwell the, fireplace in every hut is on 4he right hand side of

the doorway as you enter, Wwhereas at frrowiow, 2 “hecg huts whera
7 A
lotermined) the fi: .+ rpe is sitwrted e tloe side ~2ivha

“doorway in fairly equal ratios. Hut 5 is & notable exceptiony
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here the doorway is in the side of the hut, a relatively unusual
position.  The hut also differs in that it is the ohly one in the
settlement which is built into an'adjacent bank rather than free-
standing. At Cromwell 70% of the huts have two walls built into an
adjacent bank, the others being freestanding or built back to back..

Two main trends are discernible at Arrowtown with regard tc hut door
orientakion. = The doors of the long house and huts 2,3,4,5,7 and 8
faced northwest (towards the creek) whilst most of the others
including Ah Lum's store) faced in an easterly direction.  Huts 1,

6 and 10 may be exceptions but their door locations cennot be
positively ascertained. Lt Cromwell, the hut doors face north,
south, east and west in approximately equal ratios. It is difficult
to isolate a dominant motive for the varying orientations of the huts,
Clearly it is partly dependent on topographic restraints and to a less
tongible extent on Chinese notions such as hindering the . path of evil
spirits by avoiding building dwellings in straight lines. They also
seem to have preferred to face the doorway on to open ground rather
than towards a slope. This may have been a protective reaction to
preyent Buropean louts from throwing stones through the cpen doorways
from o higher vantage point.  The orientation of the huts does not
secr to be based on "architectural" considerations, because the huts
no tetter what their orientation exhibit considerable uniformity in
design =nd layout, ' ‘

The difference between the lLrreowbtown and Cromwell settlements' huts
have been highlighted to draw them to the attention of other
researchers; so that it can be more clearly ascertained whether they
reflect significant culturcl trends or localised behaviour patterns.
Some of the similarities or differences meybe traits introduced by
miners from different.arcas.

The Structural Remainss The Chinese Store

The Chinese store (Locally kmown as "Ah Lum's", aftor its last owner),
ig situsted on a small terrace above the eastern end of the flat where
the residential huts are located., The sloping groumd west of the
store! (much of which was owned by Ah Lum) served as the main Chinese
garden arca. - :

The store is a substantial, rectangular stone building believed to
Fove heen congtructed c.1880 (for a detailed discussion of the
trilding's inforred construction*history réfeér Ritrhie: 1984256 ).
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Its internal dimensions are 7.5m x 4.8m., the space being divided
into five rooms. Although it is by far the most complete of .the
remeining structures in the Chinese settlement (the walls are still
standing, it is roofed and many of the internal fittings are still
in place) it has suffered the ravages of time and neglect. :
Consequently, it will require congiderable restoration to bring it
up to ‘a presentable standard. It is the only lkmown rural Chinese
store still standing in Otagzo.  The store has been given a "C"
clagssification by the N.Z2.H.P.T. Buildings Classification
Committee.

The building has many intercsting architectural- features which have
been described in detail in the interim report (ibid). During the
excavation the 5 rooms werc designated (based on their inferred use)
the main room, kitchen, henk-office, bedroom and "strongroom'.

The main room occupies tho entire central portion of the building.
Its area (15 sq.m.) comprises nearly half of the usable fleoor space
in the structure. The woom served as an entrance-way and store -
particularly for the storage -and sale of bulk foodstuffs. These
were arranged in boxed and carthenware jars (Dudley pers. comm. ).
Wires and hooks in the roof timbers attest to the hanging of food-
stuffs, etec. The front prrtion of the room also served as a
méeting and socialising plzce (ibid). Small transactions may
have been carried out throush the shuttered window in the front of
the room.- The room also provided access to the four small side
Tooms.

Immediately to the left, as ohe enters the main room of the store,
the tiny kitchen (5 sq.m.) is located. The dominant feature is
the large stone fireplace and chimmey; +the only one in the
building. To the right of “he doorway there are two wide shelves,
the lower one (1.2m x 60cm) probably served as a food preparation

‘bench. - On the opposite wall there are some small shelves, hooks

for utensils, two box cupboards end a meat safe (the latter are
built into the stonework. Newspapers pasted on both sides of the
wall ‘separating the kitchen from the: "bedroom" include fragments of
a late 1870's edition of the Tuapeka Times. Another fragment,
part ‘of a Glasgow Weckly Herald, is dated 14/1/1882.

The room at the left rear of the building was dubbed the "bedroom" -
because of the prosence of a poorly. constructed "sleeping platform's

This smnll Toom (G.D ﬂqu.) hos no windows, so conseguently it is
dirk and poorly ventilated. An earlier observer (Cree 1950,
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Christchurch Star) called the rcom "& small den - a veritable Black
Hole »f Calcutta". His implicaiion that the room served as an
opium den cannot be discounted; although there was little artefactual
support for such a contention.

The doorwey into the room dubbed the "bank-office" servis both rocms
n the north side. The room was g0 named because of the oresence of
a wonden grilled serving window. The grill is well made incorpor#
ating vertical wooden battens slotted into a frame (70cm x 60cm). -
The b na sre dressed and chamfered on the front face and flat on
the beek, giving a tidy finished appearance. Originally the grill
could b elosed by pushing across a sliding shufter - now cnly the
grooved tracks remain. Constructional features of the rroom are
doscribed in the interim report (Ritchie 1984) so are not reported
hers. 48 Ah Lum was recognised as the settlement's "banker" and
interpretor, as well as a storekeeper, this room is almost certainly
the place where major money transactions occurred. It alzo
= served ag an office and the storage and display arga for .

uable products. There are brackets on the back wzll for

in interesting feature of the single exterior window is
that it was curtained with a piece of haavy calico (an old bllnd)
The mtorial is secured with neils capped with washers made from |
‘-Jﬁium can metal (“UTtl‘n of the opium can labels adhere
tal

The smalizst room (4 sq.m.) in LH store was dubbed the "strongroom
because the window was fitted with iron bars (only one remains ).
Again, the room has been described in detail in the interim report
(ibid).  The room's relatively fine finish and juxtaposition to the
pank-oTice suggested (at the time of excavation) that it may have
been o bedroom. This was later confirmeds in fact, Ak Lum who
had 2 bed there died in the rrom (L. Dudley pers, Comm. ) Assuming
that thc rcom was used as a bedroom for most of the building's
ocoupstion, the barred windew would have increased the security- of
both tho bedroom and the adjoining bank-office and ensured that the
owner wos near his valuables in case of theft or burglary. in iron
pot, uncovered in the floor of the southeast corner is an interesting
feature =f the room. The exact role of the nnt can only be
conjectured, but similar features incorporating ceramic pots (their
uopo Zlush to the ground surface) were found in two huts in

~

Crrave11's Chinatown. In each inetqnoa no residues werc found in:

The TR This foature may be @sscci-~tad with wership (inconse

burning? ). As the pots are pewmancntly buried in the ground they
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are unlikely to have been used for disppsal of any form of wastes.

The Artefacts

Space limitations preclude discussion of the artefacts uncovered

at Arrowtown - the assemblage is typical of that uncovered in other
eXcavated Chinese sites, being a mixture of imported Chinese items,
(e.g. ceramic food and bevorage containers, tableware, coins, and
artefacts associated with opium smoking and gambling) and items of
Buropean manufacture (e. . tebleware, and canned and bottled
products). In addition o the artefacts a large quantity of '
butchered animal bone wies recovered and is presently being analysed.
The artefacts and faunal remains will be fully discussed in forth-
coming papers. '

Péstscript

This paper is a precis'd version of a paper recently published in
the New Zealand Archaeclogical Association Newsletter. It is the
intention of the Otago Goldfields Park tc gradually fully restore
and maintain the Arrowbtown Chinese settlement and Ah Lum's store
(as a replacement for Crouwell's Chinatown which will he inundated
in 1987 by the formation :f Lake Dunstan). The site has tremend—
ous potential not only for interpretation as an authentic historic
gite but also in terms of bocoming a major tourist attraction in
the Arrowtown area. Nogotiations are presently underway with the
hrrowtown Museum committoe with a view of establishing s permanent
display of the artefacts from the site.
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NOT SO LONG AGO ... |
Mining at Nokomai- Personalccoun Covimibuted. Bys W Baillie

During the early 20's a friend of mine arrived in this country from
his native.Scotland. Work at "home" was scarce, so with his small
savings spent on a sea fare he set out for Dunedin, there hopefully
%o make himself known to friends who had emigrated before.

It was five days later, after a rather dusty road tréek that he found
himsaelf at the humble habitat of his destination. Board and focod

were offered for work on the farm and thus for throe months my
friend enjoyzd tha slase camviny ofdhis fellow coriurymen, - The

newly arrived's frugal supply ol money had long since dissipated dt-
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self and the theught of a morc secure prsition with a wage attached
was now beckoning him to find work in the Queenstown district.

A visit up the Nokomai had him asking at various claims for work of
any naturc but without success., Till finally he found an elderly

man willing to pay hlm 2 percentaga of the washup with food and lodg-
ings to boot. His tasks were to inspect the race, operate the nozzle,
and cloar the r:pplu“ nf large °tonu that were to be stacked on

e

egithsr sice f the tail race.

the two of them would meke their way back to the hut
h cc of the claim, he sluicing was taking ifs $611-of the
terrace where the hut stond, and each weck saw a further bitc taken

out of * overburden as the old river bed shingle gave its gold to the
nant up >r of water that sl-wly but surely.cut its way into the

precipitate of past eons. Vet clothes were discarded and w3sllen
underwear put on before a simple evening meal was prepared. = 4ifter—
wards the <1ld man would sit by the fire and look into the smbers.

His d wruld begin to nod and occasionally he would pull upon a pipe
boen reemed out to the size of a small drain pipe with a
pocket lmife, that lay beside a smoked faced clock which stocd on an
adzod hewn mantlepiece.

Two gutisring cendles offared the pretention of illumination, thus
givin’ a stuttering glance a2t the wallpaper, that was in fact the
picturc s¢s of past "Weokly News",

Tiredness turned to tedium and sc with a desire for a breath of fresh
air my friend went outside before turning into lis four blankets that
were rolled up =rmy style, at the head of a sagging mattress of two
roughly stitched wheat sacks that lay susuended hetween two four by
two!

The nights were crisp and overhead the orbit of stars gave the illus-
ion that you were indeed the centre of the universe. He held in his
hand a rope, one end had a spliced loop and the other s seFids of

kn-ts thct were to be used in o certain sequence. At each of the four
corners of the corrugated iron hut he had driven a spike, and over
these in turn he looped the rope. lis he payed it out the first knot
would come to his grasp and thot was as far as it was safe to go.

The second spike was looped and agerin the second knot was reached.

Thus all four knots accounted for he had accomplished his evening leg
stroteh in safety, if not always in comfort.
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Ls, so it was to bed, for another day had come and gonee.

The work was tedious, wet, and the company kindly but for the fact
that the old man having spent most of his life in the diggings had
lost the power of small conversation and age thercfore had intro—
verted his thinking to subjects and topics well past. It was not
long before my friend would fall asleep thinking not .of sluicing
or the possibility of buying a new pair of trousersg but instead
to thoughts of home and leved ones that are always closer o us
than any circumstancee we wight find ourselves in.
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MINING REPORT 1886 ...  Tunnel-GoldenPoint-Arrow - ScolesandWilliams

The following mining repcrt which appeared in the Lake Walkatip '
Mail in February 1886 if nothing else identifies the date of Scoles
Tunnel on the Arrow.

Messrs Scoles, Williams anc party have let the contract to tunnel
through a rocky spur near Golden Point, Arrow River, to S. Williiams
and Co. The tunnel will bz of very large dimensions — and is to
carry the whole of the Arrow River through it, thus draining a large
bend in the river about 2000 feet in length, which for the larger
pertion has not yet b-en worked. From the énormously rich yields -
in former days - that werc produced from the river bzd above and
below the present claim, there is every reason to hope and to be—
lieve that this venture promises to be highly remunerative to the
plucky undertakers. '
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QUEFNSTOWN HOTELS +v. - QueenstowrHotelsList

We have 21l heard of the herd drinking of the gold rush days and

~ the large number of hotels in Queenstown to cater for the thirsty

B * miners. Recently some research was done on Borough records with
s view to identifying the hotels and the 1ist which follows is the
result. Ls it covers a oeriod, not all these hotels operated at
the s@me time though most dide I+ is not held out as being completa
or being without error bhut i+ ig as accurate ag it is pnssible to
malc 1t The posit ong ~hom are approximate,
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Block Sec. Name

1 34 Comet

2 4B ~ Waverley

1 5 Stags Head

1 18 Union

4 26 Commercial

1 27 Criterion

1 36 Harp of Erin

1 27 Empire

1 38 Edinburgh
Castle

1 41 British Lion

2 15 Eichardts

2 23 Powells
Family

5 12 Bridge

5 10 Star

5 18

7 9 United States

7 22 B. Langford

7 25/26 Prince of
Wales

14 12 Victoria

15 3 Caledonian

Blliott
Doohey
Roche
Cameron
Moss
Buxton

Coutanche
Weaver
Eichardt

M
iloe

D, Powell

Kooy

B. Lengford
lMeLarn

I, Malaghan
Burn
Langford

Sirdet PER T ams

Camp
Camp
Mall
Mall
Rees
Rees
Beach
Beach

Beach
Beach
Mall

=11
Camp
Athol
Camp
Beach
Beach

Beach
Rees
Beach

Inside twenty years the number had dropped to

gtill operate today.

Adjoining Cow Lane
Adjoining Cow Lane

Now
Now
Now
Now
Now
Now

Now
Now

Now
Now
Now

Cherry M.
Tilkinsons Chemist
Bradley's Shops
Bradley's Shops
Gueenstown Hetel
Queenstown Hotel

Quecnstown Hotel
Quacnstown Hotel

Eureks House
Car park
Car park

Right of way Car park

Bay

Centre

West Mountainesr

Now
Now

Mountaincer
Arcade

Opposite Mountaineer

‘four, three of which

The fourth was the successor to the Bridge and

was successively named Supreme Court, Post Office and White Star,
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Invincible Mine - ReesValley 21

THE INVINCIBLE MINE, REES VLLLEY ...
Those who went on the trip to the Invincible Mine in March will be
interested to know that the mein activity at the mine took place
almost exactly 100 yesrs ago, and the fate of the company operating
the buddle was sealed before they even started work. This is
illustrated by two newspaper repcrts in the Southland Times. The
first one dated July 1885 reports a cake of 471 ozs from 1011 tons
of stone being brought down from the Head of the Lake, the total for
~the whole season being 2179 ozs from 3475 tons of stone. The
report added that a small parcel of retorted geld smounting to 2 ozs
was obtained from the berdan recently erected by the company.

This quantity was the result of the seventh part of the tailing from
last weeks crushing which was the poorest crushing the company has
had. This is a striking proof of what the company has lost or in
other words the great value the berdan is likely to prove to them in
saving gold in future operations. It is understood the last
erughing will leave a handsome balance to be placed %o reserve fund.

It is proposed closing down for the winter reopening on 18t of
September. A meeting of shareholders has heen called to consider
amongst other things installing more berdans and it is unlikely the
comnany will neglect the opportunity of erecting mere berdans if by
doing so they can see their way to securing &350 to £60 worth of
gold from each weeks crushing.

The second report is datod harch 1886 and describes a visit to the
Pyrites Company works. The establishing ~f the plent has involved
bringing out skilled workmen from London and Germany and the cost of
the plant has been high. It is similar to plant used in tin mining
in Tasmenia. The cement tables are of the finest and elaborate
kind and are 14 feet across.

The troughs that catch the washing are marvels of ingenious device.
The pistons and revolutions of 80 per minute denl with the tailings
brought down in iron fluming from the mountain above. There are
half a dozen separators. The man in charge »f the project is a
Professor Ulrich.

The Invincible Company are by no reason dealing libernlly with the
Pyrites Compsny and the stone being treated is producing very little
goll, 7ith good stone the nlant first extracts the silica, noxt
the iren cand and othar mincrsls lsaving the yellew pyrites and gnld
to folicw last. lnen the treatment is complete the metallic and
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suriferous nortion will be shipped either to Londen or Germany for
Final treatment.

It is interesting to note that there were 'half a dozen separators’
ond the reason why seven berdans were installed at the mine.

e R e e K

# % WINTER FUNCTION * *

It is proposed to hold an evening at the Arrowtown
liuseum in August. It will give an opportunity to
cxamine the exhibits and particularly the new
gecticns. It is hoped we can arrange some inter-
ssting speakers to elaborste on the exhibits.

The functinn is being held in the schonl holidays
in the hope that some of ~ur out-of-town members
can attend, The details will be advertised but
the present intention is to hold the evening on the
micéle Saturday night of the holidays.
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