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Julien Bourdeaui Decades on th&kippers Road
By Danny Knudsori An excerpt fromSkippers Triumph andTragedy pages 668

Julien Bourdeau, a Frencbanadian, became one the of legendary carters living a
Skippers. He was born in Montreal in 1829 and arrived in the Wakatipu in 1863 at the
height of the gold rush, where he chose to pack stores to miners rather than poospect f
gold. He opened a store at Maori Point, but when the rush to that locality evaporated, he
relocated. For eight years he tried farming in the Upper Shotover at The Branches, but
gave it up in 1876 when he lost most of his sheep in deep winter snow. \+¢€l tao
Skippers where he concentrated his efforts on a general store, which he opened in his
house at the top of what became the steep climb from Skippers Bridge. He sold provision
to local families, zealously guarding what he believed to be his righigplys his

regul ar customer s. At times hedéd wande
pantry, thereby reassuring himself that families were not buying from other packers.
Being a skilled stonemason, he added a

built at Arthurs Point at the foot of Coronet Peak Road.

Bourdeaubs Store, Arthurs Point, drawir

From 1876 this site suited his packing arrangements. He could travel from Skippers
to Queenstown during one day, buy supplies, and return to his Arthurs Point house
overnight. Next day hedéd journey back t
horses to keep to the road, as much as it had been formed. The brakes on his buggy
fashioned from his old boots, inspired no great confidence in any passengers who chose
to ride with him.

00l d Bidood6, as he was called by chil di
character. He was a popular identity, and residents often stopped to yarn with him and
to hear what was happening in the outside world of Queenstown. Bourdeau slyoke o
broken English and when feeding his hor
was also a tough old blokehe had to be to endure packing stores in all weathers. In



winter conditions, he didndt button wup
white whiskers.
For over half a century, Bourdeau

negotiated Skippers Road, driving his

~ four-wheeled buggy pulled by two

horses, one black, one white. He carted

all manner of provisions, and his

passengers often sat with their feet on

boxes of dynamite or even the otuffin.

For over 20 years he also provided the

Royal Mail delivery service between

| Queenstown and Skippers. In 1897 his

annual contract for two mail deliveries

1 each week earned him £90 a year.

. In some ways he was larger than life;
stories of him still abound, some of which

ow ar e probably not tr
=" i known that he was strong enough to lift
. one of the wheels of his gig when people
. were on board. Another authentic story is
B+ that he madeso much blackcurrant jam
& ' from wild berries at Skippers that he kept
&' some of it in a chamber pot.

A less convincing story was that he
liked to listen to conversations on his
party-line telephone. On one occasion
when two men were talking, one warned,
OMi nd what you say.
l i stening. O Ther e w
response through the phgone 6 | am I
2 fyou |l ying buggers. o
: _’ A more reliable incident is that he wore a

new suit to a ball at Skippers. It still had
“& the price tags on. Next day,

E¥y
S e

Julien ®moulidse aassr ta

Visitors around Pi nCC,? the suit was back in his store at the same
above the(SbMtEKE816) Pricei andsellitdid.

Bourdeaubds chief ro
Blue Slip, about two miles from Skippers. The section of road at this point was only
about 500 yards [450 metres] across, and the downward sloping rockface made for
frequent subsidence of strata. Locals knew to spread the word whenever the Slip was
6dowmd.1912, for example, the Slip was
pack track was so bad as to be impassable, and the contractor [Bourdeau] had to holc
his team this [the Queenstown] side of the sligh @arry the mail on foot for four or five
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chains [about 90 metres] over a dangerous sidling to the packhorse in waiting at the
ot her side of the slip.6 (From post mas
s e r v iQeeenst@vn Couriemo.37, 1986, p.8.) Occasionally Bourdeau needed help
from men at Skippers to rescue his buggy when it was caught in a landslide at the Blue
SI|

Wlth his horses at Blue éhp L&kes Dlstrlct Museum EP18)52

Bourdeau never had any money. Even though he farmed at The Branches, owned &
store at Maori Point, successfully tenc
at Skippers, constructed a house, stables and shearing sheds at Arthurs Point, and wa
awarded the Skippers mail contract year after year, he was always broke. He was too
generous as a businessman. He 6grubst ak
they could not pay cash. They promised to settle as soon as they made that elusive golc
strike, but many never cleared their debts.

He continued packing stores to Skippers until he was 86 years old. On 8 September
1916 he admitted feeling unwell, but next day collected and delivered the mail as usual
before his routine daily rest. On this occasion, though, he did not wake up. e die
penniless and was buried in a pauper6s

Years | ater, a sign | abelled his home
was a hotel. In 1970, fire put an end to this landmark on the road to Skippers.

Skippersi triumph and tragedy 2016, published by the Lakes District Museum,
Queenstown & District Historical Society and Danny Knudson.
The book has been reprinted by the Museum and can be purchased there.



Julien Bourdeauand the Skippers RoadInstallation
Rejuvenatedby Ed and Zandrie Elliott

Since 1990 the effigy of Julien Bourdes
has accosted travellers at the start of
Skippers Road, directing their attention
warnings about the road. The installatids
was created by owners of touri
businesses at Skippers whose bu
stopped there.

Jerry Hohneck br.i ns
Photoby Geoff Wilson who made the effigy

In 2023 before restoration beg#t.some stage his clothes had been repainted blue
grey. But the rust never slept.

ROAD WARNING

@ HISTORIC SKIPPERS ROAD IS
NARROW AND PRONE TO SLIPS

@ CARAVANS AND TRAILERS ARE
NOT SUITABLE ON THIS ROAD

@ IN WINTER SNOW CAN CLOSE
THE ROAD

» SOME VEHICLES ARE NOT
INSURED PAST THIS POINT

® NO TURN AROUND FOR 6 KM

L N e | LX A B |

JULIEN BOURDE




v)

When the Societyc
how scruffy and disfiguredhe had
become, it decided to restore him and t
whole installation.

Ed and Zandrie Elliat undertook the
task, starting with much rust remova
then repainting the effiggigns and map
and replacing the photos on the side W=
new ones of the same locations.

Stages in the process are below.

Layering f the paintwork i procss

ed



11 November 2024:Restoration completed. Julienfisfor more manyyears o duty.

His head iscarefullyrepainted
usingthe photo on page 6.

' CARAVAN
D yy
NOT S g TLAIESRAO‘A“DE

® INWINTER sy )
T i

1 SOME VEHICLES ARE Kot
[NSURED PAST THS POINT

“ o NOTURN JR0UND FOR 6

no X7




The Ubiquitous Vincent Pyke on the Otago Goldfields
Compiled by Marion Borrell

Wherever one reads about the Ota
goldfields in the early days one finds Vince
Pyke either on the spot of major events
close by. As the Secretary of the Gold Fiel
Department and later a magistrate anc
warden for the Dunstan and Tuape
goldfields, he travelled far and wide.

Being aware that this was history in tt .
maki ng, he Kkept t h
down each event as
many details, wrote official reports as part
his job, and collected unpublished mater ,
from other people. From these herote =
History of the Early Gold Discoveries i
Otago, printed in 1887 by the Otago Daill
Times and Witness Newspapers Company

When the Historical Society held a meetil.
in May 2024 entitled 6Treasured #®ormks?o
copy, apparently a first edition, which had been held in the reference section at Dunedin
Public Library from 1948 until its retirementa treasure indeed.

I n his Preface Pyke refers to O0the st
golden mysteries of Nature were being forced; and brave men, armed with the pick and
shovel of the prospector, went forth in search of fortune amidst the desolateesoditu
the al most unknown interior. o

Oset
rec

Vincent Pyke 18271 1894 Administrator, politician, journalist, writer
Main source: Entry by T. J. Hearn in tBectionary of NZ Biographyolume 2.

When Vincent Pyke with his wife and family came from Victoria to Otago early in
1862, he already had the right CV for the distinguished career that followed. His life in
Englandhad included commerce as he was a linen draper in Bristol. He emigrated to
Australia in 1851. On the goldfields there he began as a goldminer, then was a
storekeeper. He became involved in pold.i
and the ballg and was elected to the Victorian Legislative Council and then the
Legidative Assembly. He held senior administrative posts including as commissioner
for public works and trades and customs. He also became a warden and magistrate.

Little wonder then that in Dunedin he was soon appointed by the Otago Provincial
Government as a commissioner to organise the Goldfields Department. In this role he
drafted a proposal for regulations of the Otago goldfields which later formed the basis
of the regulations for all of New Zealand. He was Secretary of the Otago Gold Fields,
which involved extensive travelling and trousleooting.

His knowledge of the early days of the Whakatipu goldfialdsunsurpassed.
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The Discovery of Gold in the Arrow Gorgé&862 (Page 82)

Vincent Pykeb6s authoritative account i
there was dispute over who had made the discovery, with William Fox claiming the
reward offered by the Otago Provincial Council for the finders of new goldfields. Fox
andhi s party including John O6Call aghan :
wrote to Pyke for inclusion in the boolk
was first, in late Septembdtox did not receive the reward.

In fact, his claim was clearly without merit. Jack Tewa (aka Hatini Whiti, Anthony
Whi t e, OMaor i Jackd) had shown Rees sor
wr ot e, ol then felt certain that It wo
shawl d be surrounded by diggers. o6 Tewa h
station too, and to Fox, as hienselfacknowledged much later. In 2012 during the"150
anniversary of the di srecagrsedviththeddXa chka r Tkesw al
Spd 6 sign beside the river at Arrowtown

Gold at Arthurs PointNovember 1862 (Page 84)

WhenThomas Arthur and Harry Redfern made their great find, they made no secret
of it. Pyke was swiftly on the scenasited Arthur,andwr ot e t hatmeantd e s
Mr Charles Worthingtorjthe magistrateh tin dish full of gold,which he had lying
under hi s 0 s terThetlargkestrush that ever accurrednntOtago set in to
the Wakatipu districtOwing to the remoteness and inaccessibility of the district,
provisiorswer e extremely scar cerReaesleavahesbhedat3 |
o 6 ¢ | nahe knorning when the flothoat came in, and immediately proceed to serve
out the flour to the hungry crowd. 0

A Dispute at Maori Point up the Shoto@age 87)

OMy first visit to Maori Point was nec
the institution, by thevarden,of imaginary boundaries in the flowing water. In the
course of the hearing before Mr Nugent Wood and myself, a Maori waded into the river
up to his armpits, and plunging a shovel into the rapid current, he succeeded after a few
failuresin bringingupafie show of heavy gold on that
crevice exactly in the disputed ground; and | am afraid to say how mansatidsu
sterling it was sworn to be worth, in the estimate of the disputants. We had to decide the
case however with only one acknowledged peg to start from, and | am happy to say that
both parties winners and losers came up to the police hut, under gteadow of the
rocks where we held the inquiry, to thank us for the manner in which we had dealt with
I t. o
The Location of QueenstowiB863

Pykeds skills in diplomacy were instr.
which still affects all residents toddywhere the main township should be. Until this
was decided, no one could erect permanent buildings, and Queenstown became the
largest canvas town in Otago. In 1863 the Provincial Government decided that the
administrative headquarters should be located at Frankton, and it was surveyed into
sections. TheOtago Withnessmews paper wrote that Owi th
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not hing can prevent Frankton being the

was contracted to construct buildings f
of these became the first hospital.)

F. W. G. Mi | | &olders Days ofd ake @ounfyi68) succinctly relates the
consequences: O6However, the people of

Government did remove all its buildings to Frankton there was an immediate outcry. A
public meeting in June described the action of the Government betr ayi n
ignorance of our mining and commercial pursuits unparalleled in the management of
the goldfields. o

ODeputations were sent to Dunedin to i
Harris) and much irritation was caused on both sides. Ultimately the Secretary of the
Goldfields (Mr Vincent Pyke) arrived in state, in company with Mr St. John Brannigan
[Commi ssi oner of Police], and a banquet
explanations it appeared that the whol e
atmosphere of the banquet hall Mr Pyke promised to put the whole matter right to the
complete satisfaction of the residents of Queenstovanpromise which was fulfilled
wi thout del ay. 0

Exploration of a Route to the West Coast, 1865
Pykeds account of this is printed in fu

In the ensuing years, the tension between miners and settlers on the goldfields
continued. In 1868 Pyke chaired an Otago Provincial Government commission to draw
up new mining regulations. He became Warden initially for Dunstan and later for the
Tuapekagoldfield.

Journalism Politics and Writingl873 to 1894
FromThe Dictionary of National Biography Volumeentry by T.J. Hearn.

Pyke returned to Dunedin from Central Otago in 1873 to follow a career in journalism,
founding two newspapers. He was elected Member of the House of Representatives
initially for Wakatipu, then Dunstan which he presented until 1890, then Tuapeka. In
1877, having contributed significantly to the Counties Act 1876, he was elected to
represent the Kawarau Riding on the Vincent County Council, and served as chairman
until 1882. The county is named in his honour. Pyke drew up the county seal whose
motto,in haec vincimug 6 i n t hese things we go forw
political philosophy and priorities.

He had oOounbounded faith in the future
OtagoWitness He has been called o6t he father
persistent campaigner, and had the pleasure of turning the first sod at Wingatui near
Mosgiel in 1879.

Never a party marRyke attached greater importance to his political independence and
to provincial and national issues.

During his tenuras chair of Vincent County Council there was competition between
Clyde and Cromwell overwhichhoul d be designated the
to honour an alleged promise to Cromwell resultehis effigybeing hanged bthe
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Cromwellians and finally flung into the Cluth
Ri ver to the accomj
dirged from the tow
A portly man with a fondness for alcohol, t
did not enjoy good health as he suffered
years from Brightos
(now known as nephritis). He was a vigoro
debater, lecturer and raconteur, and posse:
of a formidable memory and arcisive wit.
Besides writing many goldfields repor
and handbooks including on local governmg
law (1882), and mining (1892), he produc
two novels,The Story of Wild Will Enderb
(1873) and The Adventures of Georg
Washington Prat{1874), and wrote stories
papers and articles for tii#ago Witness

Vincent Pyke died at Lawrence in 1894 ag
67, leaving an immense legacy of dedicati
to Otagobs devel opm

The Honourable Vincent Pyke, MHR.
Panel sketch by William Mathew Hodgkins,
March 1893.
Sketchbook F495-g-04101
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, NZ

Py k Adeaint ofhis Explorationof a Route to the West Coast, 1865
FromHistory of the Early Gold Discoveries in Otago149.

In 1864 Dr Haast discovered the Pass which bears his name at the head of Lake
Wanaka. In 1865 | was, at my own request, sent to investigate this route, with the view
of ascertaining whether a practicable road could be built to connect Otago with the Wes
Coast. The following terse account of n
New Zeal and Minesd [ hence the use of th

On 28" August 1865 Mr Vincent Pyke, Goldfields Secretary, accompanied by Mr
Coates, Mining Surveyor, and three men, with two mules and two horses, started from
t he Dunstan [Clyde]. € T wblewdastlg pearaAlbérte r w
Town], where they met Hatini Whiti [Jack Tewa or Maori Jack], who was engaged to
guidethe expedition.

13



The 1865 expedition through the HaasPass

NOTE: Pyke Creek here is not to be confused with Pyke River which is a major tributary
of the Hollyford River namedin honour ofVincent Pyke in 1863 by Patrick Caples
who undertooka solo exploratioof the Hollyford.
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It rained incessantly for several days, and on one occasion the Haast River had to be
forded 14 times during a dayoés travelldi
party was barred by an almost unbroken series of rocky gorges, through whigkithe
foamed in a succession of cascades and rapids over huge piles of rock, which
encumbered its channel for a distance o
a piece of level ground of sufficient extent to pitch their tents. They had tsliaker
for the night under the projecting ledges of a huge mass of rock which had travelled
from its original bed to within three feet on the edge of the river. Mr Pyke caught a chill
through lying in a pool of water which had collected during the ntgbetconsequence
being that that for three days he suffered from an acute attack of gout [an effect of kidney
disease], under which he could only travel with difficulty and in great pain, more
especially as he had to carry a heavy swag over the roughsiti@gsound.

Fording the Haast to the right bank above the junction of the Burke, the party came to

an ol d camp, and found carved on a tre
Below the junction of the two rivers the Haast widened to a width of 50 yards, and the
vall ey opened out, affording a magni fic

The party reached the sea coast 8hQctober, 35 days after starting from the
Dunstan, and remained three days, so as to enable the men to mend their clothing anc
prepare for the return journey. Their stock of provisions was reduced to 20 pannikins of
flour and meal, and a little tea and augThey kept an anxious lookout for passing
vessels, but none appeared in sight, and they were not aware until their return that the
mi ners were at the time | ocated athedJaclk
north].

The return journey commenced on 5th October, and two days afterwards the first
entire fine day occurred since thé"September; but the Haast River was much higher
than on the downward journey. On the arrival of the party opposite the depot below the
junction of the Clarke River, Mr Pyke sent two of the party across the river to fetch the
stores that had been left thetinfortunately, one of them when returning attempted to
ford the Haast where water was deep and the current strong; he lostihg, faod was
obliged to drop his load, swimming ashore with difficulty. The oatmeal, tea, sugar and
flour were lost; but, luckily, 6lb of the latter was recovered on a-bandand that, with
a little brosemeal [oatmeal]was all that was left.

They hurried on till they reached the Burke, and took up the biscuits which were stored
opposite the Wills River; then pressed on toNakaroraValley, which they reached
the following evening; but when they got to the Fish Stream they found it flooded by
the incessant raid, foaming and roaring through its rocky channel in a torrent which it
was impossible to ford. Tree after tree was felled@wmhin effort to throw one over the
chasm; and nothing but the fact that their last biscuit was consumlkedhewe induced
them to persevere in the midst of the steady downpour, which so chilled them as to
induce a drowsy lethargy of the most painful description. At length they managed to
cross by constructing a rude ladder of saplings reaching from a rtio& river to the
top of the opposite cliff.
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The Haast River below the junction with the Burke, looking towards the GrayMtns
Watercolour by A.J. Austirpaintedduring the return journey.
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington NZ, Ref:-A08-001.
Restored by Bob Cranfield

On the 14 Octoberthe party arrived at the head of Lake Wanaka, and reached Clyde
on the 19, ten days short of two months from the time of their departure.

Auriferous indications were observed at various parts of the route, which Mr Pyke
considered a practicable one to the West Coast from Lake Wanaka, the distance being
estimated at about 60 miles.

Pyke comments in the book: 01 may add t
is now (1887) easily accomplished; and | may also be permitted to express an opinion
that it is the only practicable route for a railway connecting the East and WastsCo
Considering that the Pass itself...is only about 1,800 feet above sea level, and that this
is the highest point on the entire route, no argument is required in support of this

A

opinion. o

Sources

De LaMare,AJWa k at i puo6 s ,L@ked Oiswict MU3eumn, 2000

Miller, F.W.G. Golden Days of Lake CoungciVhitcombe and Tombs, 1966
OtagoWitnes§ June 1894 o6Death of the Hon. V.
Pyke, VincentHistory of the Early Gold Discoveries in Otggotago Daily Times and
Witness Newspapers Compadyg87

The Dictionary of National Biographyolume 2 18761900, Bridget Williams Books

and the Department of Internal Affairs, 1993.
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Peter Tomanovich The Croatian sailor who washed up at Gibbston

Monologue prepared by Marion Borrell, based on aaticle by Malcolm Boote.
Presented by I van Skorykh at OPeopl e Fr

(d&kes District Mu
Not e: Pet er di dmaterial, do bispersonadityshas beean créatee from
the memories of those who knew himaludingthe Kinross children.

Good afternoon. |l 6m Peter. My r eal nam
| 6m used to it after all these years.

| was born in 1835 in Croatia, in the little seaport of Cataro near Dubrovnic, on the
Adriatic coast. Croatia was parttbeold Austrian Empire then. | went to sea at an early
age, first training as a naval cadet in the great port of Trieste. Later | captained and part
owned a sloop, and traded around the Adriatic.

You may wonder why | left. But on the goldfields people never asked, and many

people didndét want to tell. | | eave you
In 1868 | travelled to England and from there to the Victorian goldfields. At first, |

couldndét speak a word of English. But t
It turned out they weresweawror ds. | shoul d have expect
In 1869 | came to New Zealand try my luck on the West Coast goldfields, then moved
here to Gibbston, and stayed for the re

up 1 about as far from the sea as anywhere in the South Island. But | madé ahysel
home.
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| spent years alluvial mining on the other side of the river at Bakery Creek and other
sites. Though | di dnot have much succe
Peterods FIl at

Every day Hugh Harvey and | crossed the river in the ¢haisort of flying foxi as
the river is too dangerous to cross there. We worked the river as far as Nevis Bluff, but
the river banks werenodt stabl e eacoessgh t
the gold that must be in those banks.

The story goes, and | wonoé6t deny it, t
a dead cow, over there. The cow will have rotted away now | guess, lmyaidmight
still be therd if you get there first!

| built a small cottage of cob (which is mainly mud) on one acre between the river and
the road at Gibbston.

J

=

- s v o ST R 2 T Sa X
The cottag and trees in 199@hoto: Locations Realty)
It was an ideal place for grapes, but not many people knew about growing them then. |
planted a large orchaidapricots, figs, mulberry trees, apples, pears, cherries, almonds
and walnuts. | could graft three varieties of apricots on one tree and havegbaing
at different ti mes. Many of the fruit
ot hers can stil!l be seen along the Gibb

My honeybees became a businésat one stage | had about 80 hives. The bees
pollinated the fruit trees, | sold the honey, and | made a powerful thetdas a very
popular drink with the Gibbston residents. If any unwanted visitors came to my house,
| would tip over one of the hives and see the people take to their heels. This was an old
Croatian strategy to drive off bandits.

About the honey, there was a story going around that | strained the lovely dark golden
honey through the legs of my lofohns. Urrg! | here deny that absolutels the
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storekeeper, Mr Kinross could tell you, | bought fresh muslin every year to strain the
honey.

The Queenstown Stock Inspector caused me some problems about the bees. He
claimed that my hives were below standarthey were boxes with a tussock placed
over the roof of each one. The inspector | should have patent or framed boxes so that
the bees would 6 t be killed when the honey was
managdi n my own way for years and my bees

| kept a nanny goat, and shared the cottage with my cat Jan, a beautiful black and
white tom who came the went through his own trapdoor. At one stage Jan invited a
femal e boarder, and soon we were overrt
disposeof them, but eventually they left to seek their own rabbits.

There were no other Slavic people living nearby, but | wrote letters to Vasilio
Sefferovitch who Iived at Moke Creek. 3
Russian andhad been an army officer. After fighting against the British in Crimea, he
came here in search of gold. He married an Irishwoman and had a large family.

T g - Yo ¢ o ) A

s
£ ‘:5‘

W Y o TP o’

Helen and Thomalsinross& Family in 1891. Three more children were bater. (LDM EP0787)
TheKinross family were like a family for me. They owned the stpiest office and

goldoffice and every Saturday af t endralecimy | 6d

grocerieand tobacco Then | 6d stay for the evenin

Kinross. Mrs Kinross kept a good stock of health remeagiesadviceand she always

gave me a large slice @immysponge roll to take home

£ ;

X
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| loved the Kinross children from the time they were babes in my aati®leven of
t hem. | 6d tell them stories about my ho
the ghosts. They were delighted and scared.

Once two of the Kinross boys gave me a scaré tolmund Andrew and Jim chasing
my nanny goat and her kid along a narrow rocky ledge high above the river with a
straight drop to the water. Theyere tryingto capture the kithecause | had told them
that if they caught one, they could keep would have bet on the goasrviving a fall,
but not the children. | persuaded them to come back.

The children took a great interest in the bees too. | remember showing them how to
catch a swarm that was hanging from a matagouri bustt a tap and they fell into the
box |1 6d put underneath. With the dtherd on
hive.

| wasa member of the school committee for 18 years. | lent a hand in practical ways,
especiallyon Arbour Day helpingthe children plant trees.liked to arrive early for
events at the school and hoist the Union Jank one doubted my allegiance. When |
was old, | became a British subject.

| kept on mining with Hugh Harvey until | was a good age. But the tobacco got me in
the end. | smoked a 4ch long pipe. When | took ill with acute bronchitis, the doctor
said it was due to smoking. In 1920 | was taken to the Frankton Hospital whetk | di
and was buried at the Frankton cemetery. | was aged 85 and had lived in Gibbston for
50 years. A good long life.

Everyone thought | was a poor old feller, but | proved them wrong. After | thed,
found my savings, in tobacco tins of course, in the cottage. Some reports say there were
70 gold sovereigns, or was it 200 ounces of gold nuggets? And some say £200 in cash.
What does it matter? | didndt need it.

Later, 1 O06m told, my neighbour Gerald EI
to keep nosy people away. That suits me. My mining partner, Hughie Harvey, looked
after the place.

I stil | haunt the cottage occasional/l\
theresince | left.

The little house still stands above the river, surrounded by my fruititrées e r i t a ¢
treesd6, theyodre called. That wil/l do f o

Sources:
Boot e, Mal col m Queenstevn Colir@ssierY® 2006¢ h2h
Cook, AnneThe Gibbston Stonyith illustrations by David John, Otago Heritage
Books, Dunedin, 1985
Kinross, Bessi&inross Writingsedited by Judith Blackman, Wickliffe Press, 2015
Thomson, J. B. (John Bell Thompson Jr) 6
t o aOtagabDaily Time28 December 1968
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The History of Threepwood Farm, Ladies Mile, Lake Hayes

Part 2,1912to 1940: The Leo Lee Era
Compiled by Marion Borrell with input from Rob Lee and Jennie Henderson

The first part of the history was printedQueenstowiCourier 110, Summer 2023
and can be found on our website. There are two articles covering frdri@oib&to
1912 Theseconds written by Rob Lee about his gregtandfatheRobert Leewho
died in 191 just as his private irrigation scheme was completed.

Robertdés son Leo took over the farm wh
of the irrigation. As Rob Lee relates,tlwv the irrigation in place, Leo successfully
farmed there for 25 years or so. The combination of flat land, fertile soils, a hot summer
and the addition of a reliable water supply, meant that the cropping potential of the land
was excellentHe employed many workers, both ftilne and casual. From the 1920s
he al so engaged a farm manager , 1934itost E
1940. The McKay families lived in the stone cottage until Leo and his family moved to
Queenstown in 1934, after which the McKays lived in the homestead.

Leo and his brothers purchased more land, increasing the total acreage from about 80C
to 1200 acres. This included Douglasvale across Ladies Mile where he planted 40 acres
in walnut treesHe also phnted most of the trees around the homestead, including an
extensive fruit orchardMany of those trees are still healthy and producing fruit today.

His mother, sister and aunt moved into Queenstown in 1913, and the following year
Leo married Beatrice Coates, known as Kathie, a city girl. They had three children,
Edith Kathleen, Robert Kinsley and John Alldn.this family photoKathleen and
Kinsley under the willow outside the homestead in about May 1929.
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Leo Lee championed thi
cause of a much wide
irrigation scheme, joining in
the decadebong process of
persuading the government
fund it. He welcomed peoplt
in authority at Threepwood t
demonstrate to them th
benefits of irrigation. The
Arrow Irrigation Scheme wa:
eventually begun in 1925 an
was opened in 1930, at whic
point Threepwood joined it
(See the article about th
history of the scheme ir
Queenstown Courier 105,
2021)

Leo was very public
spirited and became a
prominent member of the
community giving many
hours of service.

He was a local body
politician, serving on the
Lake County Council for 24
years including 10 years a:
chairman.

This was a demanding and highly responsible role, including matters of roading and
other infrastructure.

The most significant undertaking he was involved with was the construction of the
Kingston Road, opened in 1936 with Kathie cutting the ribbon.

He waspresident of the Lake County A & P Society from 1914 to 1988 involved
much more than organising the annual show, as he was a spokesman for the farming
community and promoted new knowledge and initiatives. For example, he supported in
the establishment of the Dairy Factory in Speargrass Flat Road in 1912sarmhws
Board of Directors. He was to the fore in bringing agricultural experts to share their
knowl edge and new developments at an (
educationatonference) in 1926. He advocated for a hydroelectricity scheme in 1922,
and was a proponent of a saleyards in t
matters he continued his fatherds visio

In 1934 Leo and Kathieshiftedto Queenstown, leaving the farm in the hands of a
manager until it was sold in 40. Douglasvale was bought by Robert Jones and
Threepwood by Eric and Mary Strain.

Phot o: Lakes Di st
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Mary Findlayods Memories of Threepwood i
Mary wasa young Wellingtorwoman who wasired by the farm manager and his

wife to assist with the dago-day running of the farm. She later recorded her experiences

in her autobiographylooth and NaillThe Story of a Daughter of the Depressibler

recollections provida useful insight into both the physical appearance of Threepwood

and the nature of farm life during a period of considerable economic diffieléte. are

some of her observations selected by Jennie Henderson.

T She noted that the farms in the area
concerns that the flocks would be re

with such | ow prices for wool and mu
T Threepwood wasfmosténgt setffuit was gr
peaches, apricot s, pl ums, apples and
private use. Radishes, carrots, pars
TA mobile mill would arrive once a ye
T Only wood was used as fuel i n the ho

popl ar were the most common woods USE€
effective.

Rabbits were still a problem in the 19308n the hills rabbits competed with sheep
for every blade of giss and often won. Some few enclostasrabbit-proof fences,
but mostly farmers relied opoisoning in an attempt to control the pests. They grew
carrots to which they added strychnine and baited the ground in the winter months.

Irrigation was the lifeblood of the farriihe Arrow Irrigation Scheme was opened in
1930.With Christmasapproaching,thereas al ready tal k of rin
was the man employed by the county council who operated the various controls which
released so many head of was into the water races or irrigation channels. This scheme
had raised farming in this area from thebsistence level

The farm was a smat#icale endeavour in this period (50 cows), and the farming
community remained cloden i t through economic diffi
Mabel, describes the lifestyle to Mary when she arrives:

My husband Stan is a farm manager and
salary. When crops have to be harvested or sheep sherhave to hire extra hands,
and all those men have to be housed and
run the house and feed the fowls and help with the milking of the 50 cows and do the
vegetable garden, so Is wahtoty od Thaughde avic
we work hard, we do have a | ot of fun.
another and everybody helps one anothert
and workeé . We al | work on the place and we:¢
class distinction. Youo6ll live in the h
the kitchen togethéd.

We are fortunate to have Maryods physi
outsideof the homestead in this periofls Mary and her employers approach the farm
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for the first time, Mary sawlaffodils on a green sward running down to the lake edge.
There was also a long verandah about which climbed an old established vine of wisteria.
The large mauve blossoms hung down smothering the foliage.

Once inside the house, Mary was surprised by her surroundings:
€ we e n tbiggesd Kitchénh bad ever seen. It was dominated by an enormous
range, which stood in the centre of the room. Nearby was a vast table set for dinner,
and on the back wall was a sideboard, fit mate for Westminster Abbey. In one corner
was a couch which Id®d like a single bed (I later learnt it was called a colonial couch)
while the remainingwalf pace was taken up with dool
noticed the big black kettle and the huge black pots on the stove and concluded that at
times there mudie catering for large numbers.

Her duties were Ocountrifiedd compared
explainedd We al ways have porridge, chops an:
outside and the potatoes iIin the washhou
and led me to the safe outside, then showed me the washhouse. There was a sack ¢
potatoes on th floor, onions strung from the ceiling and a copper and tubs. An outsized
i ron babyds bath t ook amyd se teh.e VEhuwtryd sY ot
now. If you wat a bath, you light the copper, heat the water and bale it into the bath.
Thereds no water |l aid on in the house.
this basin and get some hot water from

One of the rooms in the house had belonged to the late daughter of the s)amaber
was decorated in the following manner:
She led me through the kitchen and down a wide hall. Evidently my room was not to be
the wusual servantos room off the Kkitch
kidneyshaped dressing a bl eé. There was a fril!/l of
dressimg-table and the same material for the curtains and bedspread. A wardrobe stood
in one corner and an armchair in another. The fl@owering was linoleum but there
was a big mat beside the bedéThe sweet
perfurre.

Sadly, due to the need for retrenchments in the tough economic climate, Mary was
dismissed before she had spent a year on the farm. It had been by far the happiest plac
she had worked. But suchwasthsecurd i f e of a O0daughter of

Threepwoodvas soldn 1940to Eric and Mary Straiwhose family then owned it for
the next 53 years.

Main source:

Henderson, Jennied Hi st or y oA prirfedim 20@5 inwhe Archaeological
Assessment for Threepwobgt P.G. Petchey of Southern Archaeology and in the
Conservation Plan by Jackie Gillies. Used with permission of the author.
Lee,Judith D. The Lees from NorthumberlanflenGeneratiors of our Line, 2006
Findlay, Mary Tooth and Nail:The Story of aDaughter of the Depressidi.H. and
A.W. Reed, Wellingta
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Margaret TempletonnéeBallard, 19127 2005
0 #oot-in-the-doorkind ofper sono

By Pauline Lawrence, deliveredatd P e d-in@urP a sAprd 2024

Ma r g a obguar§ ; the Otago Daily Times TR &, e T )

ey
.

began Queenstowrowesa lot to a little lady who,
for almostfifty years,hasbeena bulwarkagainsthe
forces of wholesaledevelopment.The town might
havechangedutof recognitionin thattime, butwere
it not for Margaretand relatively few others, the |
changewould havebeenmuchmoredrastic.Shewas g
a pioneerin boththelocal environmentabocietyand g
historicalsocietyandsheled from thefrontin mostof =
the large and expensivebattles both groups have [t
wagedd j

In 1994 Margaret was made an Honorary Life |
Member of the Historical Society, recognsing her _ -
long service herroleasTreasurefrom 1973to 1979 vEs
andas a committeememberfor 32 years.In themid- % o i
1 9 9 Gliedecamethe first life memberof the Margaret dresse
WakatipuEnvironmentaSociety. for the Histori
Her Background

Who wasMargaretwhatwasherbackgroundeforeshecameto Queenstowin the
latel 9 4 0@ &l@8coveredhatMa r g agreatgrandmotherJaneHarvey,wasborn
in Somersetandcameto NZ with herparentsandthreesiblings,arriving on the beach
at Petonen 1842.Janewas 14 but haddeliberatelyoverstatecherageasbeing 15, in
orderto qualify for as e r v fare.Justte/o yearslateratagel6 shemarriedSolomon
Levy, aJewishorphanfrom Londonwho hadarrivedat Petonan 1840.Thecouplehad
13 children,including Miriam, bornin 1859,whowasMa r g agraeadmotiser.

Later in life Miriam describedher early memoriesof Wellington to other family
membersSherecalledseeingprisonersfrom Mt Cook jail chainedtogethertraipsing
throughCourtenayPlaceto build retainingwalls aroundOrientalBay. Sheremembered
theBasinReservewhichhadbeendrainedby anearthquakén 1855,beingtransformed
into a cricketgroundusingsimilar prisonlabour.Shealsotold how womenwerevery
wary whenshipsarrived, sayingthat sometimeghe sailorsmusthavebeenravenous,
becaus¢heyraidedshopsandatethemeatraw. Wivesanddaughtersverekeptindoors
whenshipsarrived.Threeof Mi r | aumigsignedthe suffragepetition.

Miriam married JamesBallard, a clerk for the Postand Telegraph.Both he and
Mi r i &atmsdhadbeeninvolvedwith defendingthe stockadesluringthelandwars.
In 1895 Miriam and Jamesamovedto Dunedinwith their daughterand son,Leonard,
whowasMa r g afatleet. Their homewas at 75 Union St and is now part of the
universitycampus.
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