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After the Official unveiling
members and friends of the
Society accepted the invitation
from the Queenstown Borough
Council, %o afternoon tea in
the Council's rooms.

0000000

T2 PRINCIPAL SPEAKER WAS MR G.J. GRIFFITHS (Author of 'King Wakatip')

Ladies and Gentlemen, ;

When Mr Clayton asked me %o speak at the dedication of this monu-
ment to William Gilbert Rees, I'ried to noint out to him that the
fact I had written a bock about Rees, or indeed, that I was active
in the work of the Historic Places Trust did not necessarily
qualify me for such jobe

Rees, I imagino, will be looking on with some surprise today and,
T might well think, even a 1ittle scorfl. "iho's this fellow talking
sbout me? Why look at him. He can't box. He rows like a school~
girl,  He can't ride a horse without falling off, and he's never
shorn more than 20 sheep 1n a degs"

Wiell, all I can offer in selfidefence to Mr Rees 1s what Mr Clayton
gaid o we "First, "Iite Bovia good VWelsh name. Second, I'm. just
as bad at making excuses as ne was when someone bowled him out.

And third, I'm sure to finish up as poor as he was ... if blest so
long. So here I am, 150 years, 10 months and 6 days after Rees

wags born in Haverfordwest, speaking at a ceremony that honours him
as the founding spirit of Tueenstown and as a local hero.

Ladies and gentlemen, I'd 1ike to say something about heroes and
history. Heroes are always bigger than life-size, and when you
think about them, you instinctively think in terms of large armies
and big battalions. In fact, nothing could be further from the
truth. One of the curious paradozes is that heroes can only be
created when the scale is quite small. The great heroic epics of
literature — the Iliad, the Odyssey s, Roland and Aiver, Robin Hood
and so on — all had their origins in the exploits of small bands
of men, small enough for each one to be individually kmown and
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ngmeds small enough for their characters to have a chance to
develops small enough for them to interact among themselves and
show their responses to the writer chronicling them.

We can come much closer to home, and look at William Rees' famous
cousin, and godson, W.G. Grace — not merely the bearded patriarch
of Vietorian cricket that we all know, in his youth one of the
most remarkable sll-round sportsmen in the whole of England.
While still in his teenms, in a single day, could mske a double
century in one London stadium, then nip across to another one and
win a championship quarter-mile. A prodigious performance. And
yet,"for all his legendary prowess, the W.G. Grace of high
Victorian England, with its railways and industrial cities, he
never left the ranks of the mortals, The demi-gods of cricketing
history lived three-quarters of a century before — that small
band of men who played on Hambledon and were immortalised in
llyren's famous reminiscences.

Vhat Nyren did for the cricketers of Hambledon, Alfred Duncan did
Tor the pioneers of Wekatip. In his reminiscences about The
Wiekatipians, published in a glow of nostalkia 20 years after the
events,he imbued the straightforward, practical life of the
ploneer with that sense of heroic grandeur which is only possible
when small numbers of people are involved, and we have a chance

t0o learn about individual characters.

In Rees he had a character well-worth remembering. The son of a
naval officer, 'who lost his father while still a schoolboy. A
fine physical specimen of a man - a noted athlete and sportsman,
powerful swimmer, more than handy with his fists. And yet, very
much a gentleman. An excellent artist. In practical circumstances
a born leader of men, even if he alsc had his share of the streak
of bloody-mindedness that ®éemed to run through the Rees and
Pocock families. I do not need to recount his dramatic early
years at Wakatipu.

I ask you tothink about the historical origins of men like Rees.
You will remember, in the prologue to "Henry V", how Shakespeare
asked the people watching his play in an Elizabethan London
theatre to forget they were sitting "in a wooden 0" and imagine
instead that it was the setting for"two mighty monarchies" ...
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And he said ... "Think, when we talk of horses that you see them
Printing their proud hoofs i! the receiving earth; For 'tis your
thoughts that now must deck our kings, Carry them here and thereg
jumping o'er times, Turning the accomplishment of meny years Into
an hour-glass.™

Today, I want you to do just the rev€rse, Can you close your eyes
for a moment and dismantle all those fine hotels and motelsy the
shops, the churches, the arcades and the private homes. Uproot
those fine trees, and these magnificent gardens; the roads and
footpathss Clear the beach of its trappings, the sheds and jetties
and boats. d

What do we now visualise in our mind's eye. Do we feel the ground
under our feet? And the sun on our face. Can we hear the lake
lappings or feel the breeze; Can we imagine the mountains around us?
In short, we visualise now the country that Rees and von Tunzelmann
found as they first set foot here 118 years ago, in February, the
same time of year as today. They had been across the Arrow flats,
covered with speargrasss they had seon the beauty of the Kawarau
falls in their natural state; they already had their eye on Ben
Lomond which they would climb next day to reconnoitre. And every-
where, the vast expanses of fern and bracken which now are restricted
to the lakeside slopes.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to visualise these things because

it is not as impossible as we often think tc jump back into history.
The earth does not chanze; the climate and weather do not changes
the watercourses and the lakes are still here. Indeed, we can
imagine without any great difficulty how we ordinary humans might
have stood here in Queenstown Bay with William Gilbert Rees, 118
years ago.. He was one of us,-however much we may choose to make

a hero out of him.

I have taken this theine today because, as deputy chairman of the
Historic Places Trust in Otago, I find too often that the sense of
history is misunderstood. Some people are hopelessly nostalgic and
romatic about the past. Others go to the other extreme and
defi:=ntly boast that history is a waste of time. If the ever-
lasting skirmishing between these two extreme groups was lipited

to an abstract debate on history, no great harm would be done.
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It is, of. course, largely a psychological incompatibility - and
nothing much can be done' about it. Unfortunately, however, we
find this skirmishing continually involving buildings and other
physical elements in society when there is no need for it,
Indeed, the longer I am involved in Historic Places Trust work,
the more T see ~ with a great deal of alarm — that the fate of
buildings is not being decided on their practical and architeéct-
ural merits, but on the outcome of these psychological arguments
in the community and in local body discussions.

Ladies and gentlemen, it is absurd. We don't wrangle about good
songs: because they are old or new. We don't wrangle about good
poems, or good pictures, because they are old or new. We don't
éven wrangle about most techmnological fields - weapons, transport
moethods, clothes and so on - because they are old or new, We
accept that there are things of merit to be found in all the ages
of man, and we keep alive in our modern society the songs, and
pooms, and pictures and other things that are still useful or
enjoyable to us.

i
Why then, when it comes to buildings, does this relatively peace~
ful co-existence suddenly give way to repeated and bitter dog-
fights? There can be little doubt about the answer. And I think
there is a close reclationship between that and what happened to
William Rees, when the gold discoveries, and the mushroom town-
#hips, and the provincial government closed in on what we might
call the heroic period of opportunity, grand dreams and lack of
regtrictions of ithose first few years.

1
1
b

Of course society imposes restrictions. It always must., But
nothing can stop the dremms of ambition and achievement welling up
in the William Rees—es of today and tomorrow. To preach the
virtues of the past alone is4o deny such men their right to
breath ... an unjust, and futile attitude. Worse still, it
virtually forces the most vigorous developers and businessmen into
direct counter-attack,

I do not believe that the number of confrontations over the
preservation of buildings has occurred solely by accident. I
believe the pyschological skirmishing I referred to earlier is
actually putting such buildings at additional risk because they
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act as symbols, and developers become determined to see them removed.
T would ask all New Zealanders, and particularly those of you here to-
day who are influential in local body affairs, to adopt attitudes
and devise policies which will not stifle Man's creative vigour, but
which provides positive avenues for it to be expressed while still
keeping the best of the past. There are so many mediocre buildings
about, so many empty secticns, so much under~utilised ground, that
the community should never let arguments develop over good new
replacing good old. The aim of local body policy must surely be to
sce that quality should not be judged on & one-for-one replacement
basiss but that good new should bé encouraged to stand beside good
0ld, and provide the community with two buildings of quality where
only one stood before.

This afternocon I am called upon to unveil the monument to VWilliam
Rees, and recall his spirit to live amongst us in the present and
future. There is no reason why the prospect should daunt us. But

I beg you, do not just worship him. ILive with him, compete with
him, challenge him. Try, if you like, %9 do him in the eye. He was
a man that loved a challenge.

But don't be frightened to let him come alive and let his very real
qualities — and the qualities of the physical world that he and his
ceneration helped to create — add interest and character to our own
times. {

co000000

MRS MARYGOLD MILLER'S SPEECH

As a Past-President of the Queenstown and District Historical Society
it is years since I chsired the meeting where it was first decided
that a more striking memorial to Queenstown's first settler, than the
small plaque on the sea wall, should be undertakens

A new bronze plaque was the first part to be tackled, Reesg' self-
portrait seemed to be the most appropriate likeness of the man to
select. The portrayal of his journey on horseback was sketched by
Pamela Haworth, his great grand-daughter, who was attending the
local school at the time. The words from the illuminated address
presented to Rees by the pecple of the Wakatipu, when he was forced
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to leave his home, seemed to crystalise our feelirigs towards him.
Armed with these bits of paper, I travelled to Dunedin to John
Swan's, who agreed to combine these three quite different elements
into bronze. I cannot speak tco highly of Mr Swan and his staff
for the way they carried out what must have proved to be a

tricky task.

I have always been captured by the story of Rees' Journey, settle-—
ment and subsequent removal from the locality which he loved. So
in 1974, I travelled to Haverfordwest, in Wales. Getting to know
his birthplace increased my understanding of this typical son of
Wales, particularly as I have deep roots in that beautiful
country. Seeing his home emvironment, it was not hard to
appreciate why he responded so strongly to the wild scenery of
the Wekatipu. !

The memorial project hung fire for a period; lacking finance and
ideag for the total concept, the Queenstown and Disirict Histor—
ical Society had difficulty in proceeding to the final, most
important stage. Sitesgwere considered, and this one was chosen.
From this, the most appropriate spot, can be seen the site of the
Rees Homestead and first jetty, and also the two magnificent Peaks,
Walter and Cecil, named after his son.

At this point in the project, Mr Neil Clayton became President of
the Society. Miés Marilyn Lusk, a qualified Architect, offered

o design the last stage of the Memorisl, Mr Bob Rose was swarded
the contract,#all to be ready for the anniversary of the date

when Rees arrived.

Memorials are usually contraversial. This one is no exception.

This is a good sign. It is obviously being noticed and having

pwwwunt~dmy use, which, after all, is the first regquirement of any
mwecessful historical romlnder of the pas

What should a memorial to William Gilbert Rees incorporate? The
ruggedness of the mang his concern for the beauty of his chosen
environment - paramount over any. desire for riches; his implacable
approach to his regligious beliefss his concern for peopleg his
emotions, which ran deep and strong, a national characteristic:

his visiion' wide and reaching upwards with the highest asp1rat10ns=
his integrity. All this in one man. All this to be incorporated
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in one memorial — a challenge bravely met today - the memorial is
here for us to see.

I congratulate the designer, the builder and the executive on the
action, and thank them for their invitation to take part in this
most important, significant occasion in Queenstown. This memorial
will remind all Wakatipu inhabitants, and visitors to the district,
what has now become a flourishing tourist mecca was once settled by
one intrepid Welshman and his family.

I salute William Gilbert Rees and his descendants!

0000000

PRAYIIR AT THE DEDICATION OF THE REES MEMORIAL
Sunday 12 February 1978

Given by Rev. R.H. Weller

Our God and gracious Heavenly Fathem, as we stand together in the
beauty which surrounds us, we offer our praise and thanksgiving
for your gift to this people, of this wonderful land; for the
grandeur of the mountains, speaking to us of your abiding
strengthsy for the crystal clearness of streams and lakes,
reninding us of your purity; for the climate -~ telling at this
time, of the warmth of your concern and love for us all.

And Father, we give thanks in this commemoration for those who
in the early days of this land faced danger and privation with
courage and Tortitude, opening up the country which we now
inherit. Among these fathers of the nation, we remember with
thanksgiving particularly William Gilbert Rees,; who in his
vision of the possible caused this place to have its modern
birth. ‘We acknowledge before You Lord, this man's insights -
Christian insights, and purely human insightss his understand-
ing of what may be developed from what is, and we honour your
holy Name in our thanksgiving.

So now Father, we pray that we who are the inheritors of this
country, may ever be careful to maintain that which is valuable
and beautiful in-this place, so that those who come after us
may always have the benefits which are ours today.
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But, together with William Rees we link the memory of that
woman who was his partner and help-mate, his companion and wife,
Frankie, and offer our thanks also, for her character and
steadfastness, to uphold and encourage in all that her husband
undertook.

So we give you our praise, our Father, in the Name of Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen. Followed by the Blessing.

ocoQooo

MEMORTAL ALREADY HAS LONG HISTORY!

A proposal to erect a memorial in Cueenstown to honour its founder,
William Gilbert Rees, was first put forward in the 1950%s,

The Borough Council of the time took up the idea, but contented
1tself with placing a brass plaque on the concrete breakwater in
llarine Parade opposite the presumed site of Rees' home station.
There was some disappointment, particularly at the time of the
district's centennial celébrations in 1962, that there was not s
more fitting memorial, although no positive action was taken until
November 1971,

The Cueenstown and District Historical Society set about ensuring
that Rees' contribution %o the founding of the town was more
suitably commemorated, by first having a bronze plaque made. This
was designed by Miss Pamela Haworth of Queenstown, a great-grand-
deughter of Ress, and engraved by John Swan and Co. »f Duncdin.
The illustration on the plaque depicts the character of the
district as it was when Rees first settled, while the wording,
taken from an illuminated address presented to Rees when he
finelly ‘left the district, reflects the character of the man, as
seen by his fellow settlerd;”

Moanwhile, the Society was concerned to find a suitable location
for the memorial. It is recorded that in November 1972 no progress
had been made, the Queenstown Borough Council having turned down a
suggestion that it be sited in the (ueenstown Mall, formerly

lower Ballarat Street. Instead, the Council favoured somewhere in
Mlarine Parade, but it was obvious that this offerred little merit,
being already occupied by, amongst other things, the local war
memorial and a sewage pumping station.
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After considerable discussion, the Society selected a site in the
Queenstown Gardens, overlooking Gueenstown Bay and Rees' homestead
site, and having a backdrop of Cecil and Walter Peaks, named for his
son. Approval for this site was not readily forthcoming from the
Pourist and Publicity Department, which controls the gardens, they
proferring a project to replace the somewhat forlorn gate structure
2t the Park Street entrance to the gardens. The gquestion of a
suitable foru for the memorial was also the subject of much
discussion amongst Society mewbers. Several favoured placing the
plague on & suitable rock, while others noted that this had already
been done for the Scott Memorial elsewhere in the gardens.

It was agreed that Miss Marilyn Lusk, B.Arch (HOHSj of Arrowtown, an
architecture graduate Trom Auckland University should be called upcon
to produce a design. Her concept for the memorial was accepted by

a majority of the Society's committee and efforts to raise the
cetimated 32500 needed to build it were put in hand.

Tn the meantime, successful representations were made to the
Minister of Tourism, Hon. H. Lapwood y gthrough the good offices of
the M.P. for Otago Central, Mr . W.E. Cooper, to have the proposed
gordens site reconsidered. On the occasion of his visit to
rueenstown in 1976 to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the founding
of the Tourist and Publicity Department, Mr Lapwood agreed to the
chosen site. : :

Fund raising then got into full swing, with one of the first
donations, of 400, coming from the youth of the district through
their Rotary sponsored organisation, Interact.

A tender for comstruction was let to Mr R. Rose, & committee member
of the Society, and the work was put in hand early in 1977. This was
virtually completed by the end of that year, with stonework being
carried oub.by a local stonemason, Mr T. Meehan and landscaps design
by Mr N. Lusk, 2 “ueenstown nurseryman and brother of the architect.
s

During the course of construction, it was decided to include in the
memorial, a quotation from Rees' account of the Wakatipu as he found

it, and the planting around the memorial is representative of the
native flora of the area as 1t was then. '

0000000



W

L1
n

13,

; PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT
OF GUEENSTOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL -SOCIETY YOS

The year has been essentially one of low-key activity for the
Society. While a wide range of matters affecting the historicity
of the (ueenstown-Wakatipu area has continued to engage the atten-
tion of the Committee, there have been few matters of such a con-
troversial nature as to bring the Society to the attention of the
general public, as has been the case in previous years. It may
well be that the Society's role as an historical watchdog will
continue, but on a lesser scale as public appreciation of, and
concern for, historical values becomes more widespread. On the
other hand, it may be that the Society ought now to consider wid-
ening its aims, as the Historic Places Trust is doing, to assume
v Tole akin to that of the United Kingdom Historical Trust.

In any event, the Society must continue to be alert 50, and ready
to act against, those influences which, by continuing to place
material self-interest ahead of all other considerations, have
fteadily eroded the histori®al heritage of the Wekatipu district.
The intrinsic attractions of the district have begun, during the
past few years, to be replaced by promotionalism, engendered by an
influx of those whose sole objective is exploitation - the selling
of" a commercial package, and who are either unaware of ; or mindless
of'y the heritage of the area.

Buckham's Brewery Following legal advice, the Society made a
submission to the {ueenstown-Wakatipu Combined Planning Committee
to include the Buckham's Brewery site in the register of historical
buildings in the district planning scheme. This followed three
rofusals by the (Cueenstown Borough Council to do so. The Combined
Planning Committee resolved to request the Borough Council to
register the site if assuranees from the intending purchaser as to
the future of the site were not forthcoming. A breakdown in sale
negotiations between the T.H.c. and the intending purchaser has
left the future of the site in a state of uncertainty. The prop=
orty is likely to be again offered for public tender in the future,
but, with a Planning Scheme review being prepared, the Committee
hopes that the property will be registered as a place of historic
interest before a sale is finalised., If not, then the Committee
should consider requesting a scheme change to give the desired
protection., Full backing has been given by the Historic Places
Trust for the moves for protection.
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Rees Memorial. Work towards completion of the memorial is under way

though it has been slower than the Committee had desired. At the
same time, there is some way to go before sufficient funds are in
hand to meet ‘the Full cost. The concept envisaged by the Architect,
Miss Marilyn Lusk, of Arrowtown, has been realised in this project.
Planting and paving work completed soon will mean the monument will
attract worthy attention during the heliday period.

Digtrict Planning Scheme. A sub-committee has been reviewing the
register of historic places in the Cueenstown-Wakatipu combined
plarning scheme. This important work is due for completion so that
o submission can be made to the Scheme Review committee which is
due to meet shortly. It is anticipated a draft submission will be
available to members for discussion.

Macetown/Goldfielus Park, The Society has continued its interest in
the formation of the Otago Goldfields ’ark and welcomes the appoint~
ment of one of our members, Mr P. Chandler, to the advisory board.

A report on the Macetown area has just been published by the Lands

% Survey Dept., and submissions have beep invited.

Field Trips. Earlier in the year, a small group of members enjoyed

2 short trip to the sluicing claims at Few's Creek, There are many
similar half-forgotten areas of historical interest scattered through
the district. The desirability of a summer field-trip programme
including such places might be a point for discussion, at the same
time keeping in mind that many members would wish for places of
2ag8ier access.

Finances. For many years, the Society has maintained its subscriptions

5t 2. The cost alone of the two issues of "The Courier" sent to the
nembership each year now exceeds this amount, and it will be necessary
vo reconsider the subscription rate. The sum of &4 is suggested for
liscussion.

Tncorporation. During the year it was suggested that the Society
should become incorporated, to protect its members. Mr L.S. Dennis
5 Committee member, agreed to carry out the necessary preparations
~f rules. These were approved by the Committee and are now with the
Justice Department for final approval. s

Committee, Members of the Committee have. continued to display a high

degree of interest in the Society, perhaps best evidenced by their
willingness to attend several meetings called during the year at very
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short notice. In particular, the Secretary, Mrs R. McCurdy who

has announced her wish-to retire from the position this year, has
worked unstintingly on behalf of the Society. So, 1oo has Mrs M.
Templeton, the Treasurer, whose fund-raising efforts for the Rees
Memorial Appeal have involved her in many hours of often unreward—
ing toil, Mrs G. Reid has worked assiduously at our news—clipping
records, and only ill health has caused her to relirquish this
task., To these ladies my own personal thanks arc extended for all
they have done for the Society in the past year. (N.Claytcn, Pres.)

- Hote. - At a recent Committec meeting, it was felt necessary to
put the subscriptigps_up_to 54 per family, 33 for -one person

0000000

OBITUARY
Mrs Jim Reid

The death, after a short illness, of lMrs Gladys Reid, a
long~time member of the Society, was recorded at the end
of 1977.  Mrs Reid@i®Bk a. close interest in the affairs
of the Society, serving on the Committee for a number

of years. During that time she maintained and added to
the Society's extensive file of newspaper clippings
relating to items of historical interest in the Wekatipu,
and in addition conmtributed to the "Courier" with
snippets of interest regarding early days in the
Glenorchy district. Before residing in (ueenstown, Mrs
Reid and her husband vere connected with land holdings
at the head of Lake Wakatipu and Bob's Cove.

0000000

OF INPEREST TO MEMBERS
Membership of the Society now stands at 120,

At the time of printing this "Courier", the Society's
Ordinary Account is in credit 3208.

12 people have contributed towards the Rees plaque. Over
60 have donated towards the erection of the memorial. The
Memorial and Plaque cost over $3200. Approx 3600 is still
required and donations would be gratefully received. Please
send to Mrs M.Templeton, 18 Hallenstein St., Tueenstown.




REES MEMORIAL ACCOUNT AS AT 31.10.77

Receipts ;
Credit bal. b/fwd
Donations :

113.00
1688.46

Expenditure
J.Swan & Co(perspex sign)
R.G.Rose (progress payment)

Transfer from No.l1 Acc 250.00 Credit Bal. 31.10.77

Interest S.S5.B.

7.25

$2058, 71

$2058.71

243.13
1000.,00
815.58

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & EXPENDITURE FOR YEAR ENDING 31.10.77

Receipts
Credit bal. b/fwd
Subscriptions
Donationss S.3.B.
Sundry (3)
Courier Adverts (2)
Courier Sales
Historical map sales
Interest S.S.B.

471.90
244,00
100,00
6,00
20.00
32,04
6.70
14.51

Hxpenditure
Postage Courier No.1§

No.19
Then L. M., Print " No.19
(160 covers & adverts)
K.Short Ltd (staples)
Xeroxing copies letters to
Minister re Buckhams site
Mountain Scene A.G.l.
Few's Creck
Petty Cash (M.J.T.)
eB.C. use of Athenaeum
Morton, Beylis & Morris for
Courier No.18
No.19
Registrar Incorp. Societies
N.Z. Historic Places Trust
State Insurance, tape recorder
N.Z. Fed. Hist. Soc. Sub
Transfer to W.G.Rees Account
Chegue book

Credit bal. L L0 e

$895.15

less unpresented cheque

5,00
10.00

4235
64.85
20,00
3.00
53
10,00
250,00
«50
417.88

)
18.00

$895.15
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Gueenstewn's most historic Inn.
OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK (not Sundays)
Restaurant seating 60 - 70

Band - Full Bar facilities
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Dinners *A link with
Private functions  *the 1362 gold
Weddings etc rush - restored

and modernised
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for all seasons.*
Aty g
Ll e » a9

For bookings - %

PHONE 929, QTOWN

1] ° o @ e e ek e e LM BRI s e . . o IO SR ) - o 1 el SRR S R Rt L]

Hake Qounty Joress  and
_ TExelusive Qrafts

ARROQWTOWN
Historic Newspapers - pefsbnalised hecadlines
.o Instant colour ﬁhotographs
«os Leathercrafts
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Aims of the Society:

(1) That we use our power to advise, concerning
the saving of historical aspects of the
district.

(2) Preservation and education in all aspects
of historical research and interest.

/ New Members Welcome
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