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W4gare again privileged to include a paper by Mr Neville Ritchie,
arghacologist.attached to the Clutha Valley Hydro Schemen It deals
with the research into the Chinese settlement at Cromwell and
neighbouring areas. Readers will find interest in glass and
ceramic items, coins, etc. recovered from Cromwell Chinatown which
are on display in the Information Centre at Cromwells

ARCHAEOLOGICAL‘RESEﬂRCH ON NINETEENTH CENTURY
CHINESE SETTLEMENT IN THE;CROMWELL ARBA ..
by: Neville Ritchie
Archaeologist
Cromwell

This article is a revised version of an interim report on the
Cromwell Chinatown excavation (Ritchie_1980). The main report 1s
currently being compiled. ' ‘

Introduction

_Since 1978, a programne of archaeoclogical research (directed by the
1 Historic Places Trust) has been underway in the areas effected-
by the Clutha Valley Development hydro-dam construction project.
Amongst the threafened sites are numerous former Chinese habitations
and workings, the’ legacy of the Chinesc miners who worked in the .
area during the ;attar half of the nineteenth century. Archaeo=
logical study of these sites has considerable potential to expand

our rather impoverished knowledge, developed from historical and
archival rescarch, of the 1ifestyle of the Chinese goldseckers.

Numerous bboka; papers and theses with reference to the nineteenth
century WZ-Chinese population exist but these publications tend <o
have a sociological rather than historical orientation, €.8. The :
Don diaries; McNeur (1924), Hall (1927), Mathews (1934), Fyfe (1948}
Fong (1959), Grief (1974). In the last decade some . informative :
popular books and articles have been produced (e.g. Ng 1972a, 1972b,
Butler 1977) but they present relatively 1ittle new information
because their data is derived from the same limited range of

sources which the earlier authors used. -

Archaeological investigations and analysis, involving the detailed
and systematic study of discarded refuse and structural remalns,
nrovides a wirtually independent data sources, This information,
not only supports and enhances interpretations derived Irom
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historical research but also provides additional insights into the &
day to day life of any studied group which are not available by any
other nzans. S

Background of Chinese Settlement in N,Z,

The history of Chinese settlement in N.Z. began in 1865 when the
Otago Provincial Council and the Chamber ol Commerce agreed to invite
Thinese on the Vichtorian goldfields to rework the Otago. goldfields.,
e of a.mining slump...
following the deparfurs of thousands of Auropean miners for the newly
discovered gcldfields in Marlborough and oa the West Coast, Thus
the majority of the Chinese who came to N.Z. initially settled in
Utago, although several hundred also settled in Nelson and Vnstland
{Heinz 1977:35). S

Almost without excoeption the Chinese immigrants originated from
Xwanglung Prcvince in S. China (Ng 1972:1), this area not only had
the lonrest !istorry of colonial contact, but also the worst gsogial
turmoil as a resul:s of the Opium wars, rebellion, over-population,
poverty, banditry, clan feuding, natural disasters and epidemicg.

So therc were obviously many incentives to emigrate - gold provided
the stimulus. The Cantonese gold scokers vere merely one component
of an intense population exodus from southern China throughout the
latter half ¢f the nineteenth century. The migrants also went to \
SE Asia, islends in the Pacific and Indian oceans, the United States
and Australiz (Ng i981:4). =

Tnitia™ly 811 the Chinese who landed in New. Zealand came from the
Mustralian state of Vietoria, after the Otago Council's invitation
had bsen ¢irculated around the gold mining centres there. However,
after a few years increasing numbers ceme directly from China, as
word went back to relatives of the prospects on the New Zealand
goldfields. The characteristic chain pattern of lineage migration
developed. Vith rare exceptions the carly New Zealand Chinese were
descendsd from peasant Tarmers and rural artisans (Ng 197231}

Chinese settlement in N.Z. can be divided into three phases (this
research is only concerned with the first one). It dates from the
“iret arrivals in 1865 until about 1900, During this period the
(hinese were overwhelmingly sojourner in outlook and goldmining was
their chief occupation. They also tended to have minimal inter-
~oticn with Tvro-sans. The escond nhese was beywoon 1900 and 1052
when tne New Zealand-Chinese remained es aliens in the Land, despite
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a growing desire for the settlement of their families here. In
this phase they were principally established in market-gardens,
fruit shops and  laumdries. The third and continuing phase, which
dates from 1952, relates Ho their present assimilation and
increasing absorption into the general New Zealand community.

(Ng 1981:1).

The NZ-Chinese povpulation reached a peak of Just over 5,000 between
1878-81, Virtually all werc men. The percentage of goldminers
among their number ranged from 90% down %6 45% (in 1901). Compare
this ‘with the 100,000 plus who fled Kwangtung and settled in
California after 1848 and 50,000 who scttled in Australia in the
1850‘S'aloné. Bocause they were late arrivals at the Californian
rushes, the Chinese were normally obliged to rework old claims which
had been abandoned by Buropean miners. . In New Zealand there seems
to have been less compulsion to rework the old claims, but the
Chinese frequently chose to do so. Generally, they were content to
work for a small steady return rather than chase the elusive’ :
bonenza so anxicusly sought by the European miners. »

The early Chinesec in New Zealand had to contend with considerable
malevolent and bureaucratic racial discrimination but they '
cxperienced little direct violence compared with the inter-Chinese
feuding that developed in the United States and the often violent'
treatment they received at the hands of white miners in Australia
(Price 1974, Butler 1977:23, Ng 197235). The last writer; in
particular, has striven to balance the historical record with .
regard to the ghameful defamation, borns out of bigotry, political

opportunism nnd. fear of cconomic comretition which the Chinese in.
N.Z. experienced last century. The outcome of the anti-Chinese
agitation was the passing in 1881 of the first of a number of
restrictive Iruipgration Acts (incidentally similar processes had

occumed in the United States and Australia ~ refer Price 174 Vs .
By that date (i.e. 1881) the number of Chinese in N.Z. was already
decreasing. By 1901 there were 2963 Chinese in N.%. (almost all
males)3 literally an aged, dispirited and declining group (Wg
108122 }s s

Chinese Scttlement in the Cromwell Area

The first Chinecse arrived in the Cromwell arca (via Dunedin) in the
Jatter half of 1866, less than four years after the founding of the
township. They rriginally set up comp in the vieinity of Gibralter
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Rock, a prbmiqeﬁt rock face on the banks of the Clutha River some
four kilometres below Cromwell (Parcell 1976:148). About 1870,
some Chinese.storekeepers had established themselves at the upper
end of Cromwell's main street, where they formed the nucleus of a
"Chinatown's Initially, few miners lived in the settlement, the
majority preferring to establish themselves in rock shelters near
the workings within the river gorges and side gullies (ibid:149).

Here they constructed shelters by welling up the front of rock »
overhangs or the open space under boulders with slabs of schist, of
which adetrital fragments are abundant in the local environment.

In arvcas where there were no natural overhangs they built small

stone huts, but the raw materials on hand were the chief deter-
minants of construction techniques. Thus at Waipori and in tho Nevis
Nokomei they. constructed mainly mul brick dwellings, at Round Hill in
Southlend they made huts of.wooden shingles, whilst in Westland they
utilised raupo, timber and stone. In scme instances, for exaLple,

at Lawrence, they used boards, ricc sacks and. flattened kerocine tins
(McGill 1980:31). Fortunately, for archaeologists they anperr 0

have gAnerally shunned tents. . ‘

The peak year for Chinese immigraticn %o New Zezaland was 1871, by
whict time therec were over 200 Chinesc residents in the Cromwell
area, out .of a total of 4000 Chinese miners: spread throughout Otago.
This compares with 7000 Burcopean miners (Ng'197233). The heydey of
Chinese mining was in the 1870's and 1880's. After the eightios, the
easily worked gold had largely been won and it became the turn of
the largor scale, generally Buropcan ocwned, slulcing and dredging
companies. -Many.bniméue became involved in small sluice mining
ventures, but with the notable exceptich of Sew Hoy, the Shotover
dredging pioneer, thoy did not take up the new dredging technology.
Gradually their rumbers on the goldfields began to diminish as they
moved to the cities, adopted other occupations, returned to China or
died. ;

The Archaeoldgical Approach

o 1 - 3 n o N
~of the sites in the Cromwell area with a broadly defined set of

Given an alrost complete lack of published details about Chinese
sites in New Zealand, it was necéssaiy to approach the investigation’

€2

cbjentives in mind.
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These objectives were tos ' \

1. Analyse the site distribution and its variability.

o, Determine how the sites fit into the overall pattern of
historic seltlement, : ' s p -

3, Examine the process of acculturation and changes through time.

4a. Examine the. subsistence and social patterns. o

b. Determine thc origin of all artifacts found in the sites,

c. Examine the processes of manufacture and distribution of the

products imported from China.

5. Record relevent information about the Chinese from surviving
_elderly informents.

The first excavaticns centred on the former Shinese rockshelters
in the Cromwell Gorge (all will be eventually flooded by Lake
Tunstan). Twenty-~five were tosted initially, with five being ..
welooted for total excavation (Ritchie 1979). From that work and
associated rescarch a picture developed of 1ife in the rock
spelters, narticularly with regard to subsistence activities, but
it also provided some insights into the social aspects of Chinesc
gsettlement. '

The next logical step was to investigate a Chinese urban settle=
ment, and the obvious choice of sites in the Cromwell arca was the
township's former 'Chinatown'. The site was excavated over

January-February 1980.

The Chinese urban settlements in New Zealand (known variously ag’
Chinese camps, cantons, or in Cromwell's case, Chinatown) differed
considerabhly 1. oize, from clusters of a few huts, to the likes of
those at Tawrcnce end Round Hill, where 500 plus Chinese lived
(Greif 1974:17, weGill 1980536, 88). Although Cromwell's China—
town has boon oscribed as containing "up to 200" (Marsh n.d. ),
Don's diaries (c.g. 1894521 and Don quoted in Butler 1977:33) °
the physical size of the structures would suggest the main nucleus
housed considerably less, in fact probably only about forty. The
figure "200" gqucted by Marsh probably included Chinese living in
the immediate vicinity of Cromwell and having regular interaction
with the citizens of Chinatown properT. : '

Tortuituously, Cromwell's Chinatown was the best preserved example
~f thig type of site in Otago. It also appears to have had the
createst lonzevity. It existed ~v o rocornised Chinsse gebt

L 4 Tasat S mm ooy I R o P et
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in Central Otago such as those at Lawrence, Roxburgh, Alexandra,
and Gueenstown have been virtually destroyed. In other areas of
Central Otagc where large numbers of Chinese congregated, for
example, around Bannockburn, in the Shotover, Nokomai, Nevis and
Cardrona Valleys, Conroys Gully and in the Roxburgh Gorge, they
tended not to cluster into sizeable population units. The disper-

~ ged gottlement patterns are attributable to the topography, the

location of established European settlemonts and the distribution
of the alluvial gold in these localities.

Cromwell's Chinatown appears to owe its origins to the arrival of
Ohinese storekeepers in Cromwell in the late 1860's, not long after
the first influx of miners (Parcell 1976:150). They established a
business arca on thethen undeveloped upper end of the main street
of Cromwell and a residential area behind the shons, on the alrecady
mined—-cver terrace beside the Kawarau River. The two arecags are
soparated by a steep forty metre high banke.

The location of the settlement was ~robably compelled upon the
Chinese as nuch as chosen of their own volition. By the time thoy
arrived in Cromwell, the surveyed sites had largely heen occupied
by Buropesns. There-is no record that the existing Buropean
population c¢f Crouwell was violently antagonistic towards the
MChinese invasion' (although they were at neighbouring Bannockburn -
Parcell 197€:150), however, the arrival of Chinese in any established
Juropean ‘tounship was "seldom welcomed with open arms' (Butler 1977
13). The Chinese probably deliberately established themgelves on
the "top terrace" because they would not be directly intruding or
competing within the white part of Cromwell, thus lessening tho
poseibility of ‘antagonising the Europcan citizens. They would have
teen sware of anti-Chinese sentiment in other Central Otago towns
as “hey passed through them en route inland, for example, 1n 1867
the whits citizens of Lawrence passed a by-law forbidding the
Chinese to cdmp within the town's environs (McGill 1980:36).
Undoubtedly, another incentive to settle where they did in Cromwell,
was tre fact that the area was unoccupied Crown Land, thus they were
able to squat there gratis. If they held a miners right they were
entitled to unoccupied ground measuring 24 = 48 feet for a hut or
tent site. Other factors likely to nrve infiluenced the selection
of the site were that it was central %o the work areas (i.2., the
nearby river banks ), the trilings provided a ready source oL
Longtiuction materials, iuc oxlstence & a volinple spring aiilorded
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a good water supply and it was sheltered from the strong northerly
winds which blow in the Cromwell area every summer.

The historical development of Chinatown is rather obscure. The
Chinese business section was thriving in the mid 1880's, hut to
begin with there were few Chinese miners living in the settlement
itself (Parcell 1976:150). The business sector included' general
stores, grog shops, gaming rooms (ibid3151) and at least oney
albeit short lived, brothel (Cromwell Argus 1890). Across the
street from the business area, a substantial Chinese market garden.
was also established. The services offered by the Chinese business
community appear to have gradually attracted some miners to live in
and around "the canton". The storekoespers, in particular, held
considerable influence within the Chincse settlements, offering
besides provisions, the services of 2 post, office, interpreter,
news outlet, a high-interest banl and a social centre (Greif

1974:18)% K

The business part of Chinatown extended some 150 metres aloung the
south side of Melmore Terrace, the main street of Cromwell (the
area is presently demarcated by Mangos' Furniture store and the
houses opposite the Victoria Hotel,. As far as can be ascertained
the largely wooden Chinese stores and buginesses were deserted by
about the turn of the century. . Around 1930 the then Public Works
Department demolished and removed the remaining structures because
they were consideréd a public health risk.

In the last fiftcen years, substential finds of Chinese artifacts
nave been made b some Cromwell residents, within and immediately
behind their private properties in the arca decoribed above, Mr
L. Mangos uncovered a large number of Chinese avtifacts and bottles
in 1967, when he was excavating for the foundations of his house,
and he has added to his collection by subsegquent excavations.
Similarly Mr R. Thomson has amassed a large collection of Chinese
ceramics from behind his property (Ritchie n.d.a., n.d.b.). As
both collections are dominated by alcohol bottles (both European
glass and Chinese ceramic) it seems likely that they had uncovered
bottle dumpsassociated with the former Chinese "grog shops"e

Undoubtedly the closure of the Chinese stores had a detrimental
oeffect on the 1lifc of the remsining citizens in the residential
(i.e., the lower) arca of Chinatown, The predominantly stone
dwellin s were gradually absndensd as the old miners left or died,
finally buing descried about 7 fencvory rocords indicated
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that the last Chinese burial in the Cromwell area occurred in 1921
(CBC records), providing a reasonable terminus ad quem for the
settlement. Incidentally, of 1300 deaths (as recorded on death
certificates) registered at Cromwell between 1863 and 1938, 85 were
those of Chinese; the last one in 1921 (R. Murray pers,comm ). '

After abandcnment the buildings gradually decayed, hastened9‘no
doubt by the removal of roofing iron from the-structures nct long
after they were abandoned. -

The shady scuth facing location of the Chinatown site favoured
repid vegetation growth and the arca became overgrown within a fow
yeare of ite desertion. Occasional fruit trees found wituin the
ush near the eite are a tangible reminder of some of the horti-
sultural intereste of its. former inhabitants. The vegetation cover,
which consisted of willow, sycamorc and elderberry trees, clematis
vines, briar and rumerous scrubby plants had protected the site
considerably from the ravages of fossickers. - Some of the willow
trees were possibly plahted by the Chinsse, the vest are advontim
tious introcucticns. " i

The Excavation

The site was initially examined in July 1978. This involved
glashing trecks through the dense undergrowth in ordsr to deter-

ine its extent, what remained, and the problems likely to be
involved in clearing the area.

The excavation began in 7 January 1980, and lasted ten weeksy the
first two being entirely taken up with ~leoring the site of
vegatation. This involved an area of 200 x 50 square metres. The
aim of the clearing operation was to leave fthe site in a "park-lika"
state; all standing trees being left, but a2ll scrubd, fallen trees
and leaf litter were totally cleared.

After the végetation had been removed, 1t was apparent that the
settlemant lad been built on hummocky ground resulting from the
working of . the terrain prior to the arrival of the Chinese. Within
the cleared area a total of twenty definite huts, six suspected hut
sites, several sections of stone revetted terraces and tracks, a
spring and two possible shafts were uncovered. No obvious middens
(rubhish heaps were apparent, except for a lot of debris in dhe north
yearcd t5 have baen dumped down the bank in nore

ees wrrver. which o
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of Chinatown), 4An ash dump located just beyond the western margin.
of the site was tested but wproved to be a later European deposit,

The excavations were concentrated on the interiors and immediate
surrounds of the various huts, with smaller sampling excavations
being undertaken on the garden terraces and in and around other
features such =g the dumps. The surrounding bush ‘was also extens—
ively searcled forat least 300 metres either side of the cleared
area to ensure thet the full extent of the site was determined.
Within the site-area some 210 square metres were totally excavated
as well as numorous test pits to determine the extent and nature
of the eultural depcosits.

The Structural. Remains

Some consistenciss of orientation and construction were rsadily .
anparent within the structures of the scttlement. Several of the
huts were logatsd adjacent to the riverside track which must have
heen formed qui early in the historic era, nrobably by 1870
This track whioch passes through Chinatown Wwas later used by
lumbering wagon tesms conveying coal.to Cromwell from the coal pit
upsteam of the Chinese settlement (Parcell 1950:261). Ethno-
historical records indicate that the Chinese deliberately orien-
tated their huts at various angles to hindeér the passage of evil
spirits (Don quoted in Butler 1977333)9 but the hummocky topograply
also imposed its own limitations. The Chinese seem to have taken
advantage of the undulating ground within the site. In almost all
cases at least two walls of each hut werc built into the adjacent
gravel or carth banks, which were retained by stone revetting.

Sixty five percent of tie twenty welL-defined structures in the
sottlement were single isolated units. The other seven were massed
back to back, feorming a central group clustered around a stone
walled enclosurc which probably originally housed pigs. As many

of “the adjoining walls were of "double thickness" very little
energy or material was saved by building the various huts back to
Back., However, this aggregated type of construction is a feature
of many villages in southern China. : '

e

tructed of cobbles of greywacke and glabs of
i.the tailing debris. Mud mortar was usually
euploysd o o ipotances a lime mortar
was used. DLDiug 2rog BC S 4 ag o plaster inside one hut.
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Although the huts were essentially surface features, some would have
had a semi—subterranean appearance because they were built into the
adjacent banks., The stone walls were surmounted by roofs consisting
of corrugated iron sheeting supplementcd by scrappy offcuts of zinc
and iron sheeting and flattened kerosine-type tins. The ronfe werc
gsupported by timber frames built upon the low stone walls. In the
instanses where post butts survived. (th wood type has not been f
determined yet) they were found to be rade of milled.timber, although
saplings and driftwood were probably also used for framing.

Some of the ruts had flooring made up of interlocked slabs of schist,
whilst in otlrers the floors consisted of the compacted river terrace
gravels. In nearly every instance the door was located on the left
hand side of the stone fireplace and chimmey at one end of the huty
the limited post butt evidence suggesting that the bed or sleeping
platform was built across the opposite cnd wall. Some of the huts
had wooden or stone steps and in uany instances short pieces of
retal stindards were used to support the door jambs. Both the
structural remains and photographic evidence indicate that windows
and verts were entirely absent. Some concern over security was
indicated by the finding of several old padlocks.

The hute varied in size but two size groupings stand out (3 x 2 and
4.5 ¥"2.,5, sguare metres). It would be tempting to speculate that
the size differences had social significance but the material remains
do not support such contentions. The size variations probably

refl sct more functional reasons such as the nature of the ground.,
the availability of stone, the number of occupants and the whim and
energy of the respective hut builders. It is readily apparent that
the huts were built by different people, probably over a space of a
few years, because of cbservable variations in the construction of..
the stoune walls, despite the fact that they were all constructed of
the same basic materials.

We know from immigration records and recorded observations, rein-
forced b7y the type of artifacts that were uncovered, that the setile-
ment was a male domain. Even in 1901 the census records state that
there were only fifteen Chinese wives in New Zealand (although it is
nown that wany of the Chinese miners were married before they came
50 Now Zealand - Ng 197233). The size and layout of the huts,
suntorted by Don's observations, indicate that the huts wore geldom
sccupied by uore thon two men.
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The Material Remeins !

Interesting differences were esvident within the artifactual assembl-
ages associated with each hut. Those at the eastern end of the site
were undoubtedly occupied by Chinese miners based on the assemblages
found therein. ﬂrwevcr, some of the huts at the western‘end,

although they may have been built by the Chinese, were later occupied
and modified by ”ﬂbbtltute” Europeans durlng the Depr6551on years of
the 19230's.

English currency (c. 30) uncovered within the site ranged from 1870
until 1907, neatly spenning the main piriod of Chinese occupance.
The highest value coin found was one shilling. When the coins and
other datable artifacts such as bottles, matchboxes, buttons and
nails, are analysed in detail it will be “mq51b1e to obtain a
reasonably accurate idea of the period of oocup“noy of each dwolllnge

Study of the as -mblag@s agssociated with. individual huts pvov1dbs
insights into their usage cr specific activities, for example, hut
23 produced more ovidence of opium smoking, in the form of opium
tincture phials, oplum heating lamps made from bottle necks, "funs"
(trays for holding opium "deals") and fragmental pipe remains than
any other. It scems likely that this hut served as a opium den. . .-

Hut 26 was especially interesting. It had been gutted by fire as
ovidenced by charred timbers and burnt debris within the structure.
The heat had beon sco intense in some parts that bottle glass had
melted. . The objects which survived the fire were largely undist-
urbed. It is conceivable that the hut's occupier had some
experience in malking or using gun powder (for use in Chinese fire-
works?) or al salvage, because several large globs of iead and
over 200 pre World War One .303 calibre prOJeOtlLOo {not the cart-
ridges)} were found within the hut. The same hut alse contained "two
deposits of Chinesec coins numbering over 120 in total. Another
fifty were found elsewhere in the settlement. Although Chinese
coins were brought to New Zealand as currency, they had little cash
value herc and became increasingly used for gambling and talismenic
purposes. Chinese 001ns also have little value for dating because
they were retained in circulation for several centuries.

A large stonemwalled enclosure (F15) built admist the main cluster
of huts appears to have been either a walled garden plet or a pen
for pigs or chicl.ns. Test excavations within the area provided

A
few clucs as to the area's usc. Howevor, analysis of gnil samples
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token from this area may yield useful information.

Some smeller structures adjacent to the larger huts, appear toc have
gerved as storage sheds or "lean-to's". +One contained two discrete
layers of local Cromwell lignite 1nd10at1nr it served as a coal shed
Besides coal the Chinese are also knOHn to have collected driftwood
.for fuel (Scctt 1980 pers.comm).

Sever al thousand artifacts anﬂ bones were . recovered during the
Chinatown excavation. Analysis of the main artifact categories
(blass—battles, ceramics and tin coniainers) is still underway, a
time c-nsuming job involving the esta vblishment and frequent rcfwlra]
to reference collbctlonsa Some of the specialised side-studics have
been completed or nsarly so, for example, opium smoking equlnmcnt
Ritchie and Harrison 1982), tobacco pipes (Foster 1983), the coins
Park and Ritchie, in prep.) and the untchboxes (Anson in press )u
Thﬂ latter study has resulted in the development of a vcry useful
ew teohnlque for dating historic sites.

Qlthpugh the studies on the mﬂt@rials gxocavated at Chinatown have
not been completed yet, some patterns are immediately evident -

1. A4 continuing relisnce on food and other products imported from
Ckina.. These products were initially imported by Chinese
merchant-—entreprencurs in Dunedin (Sew Hoy being one of the most
notable) and then retailed by Chinese storekeepers in Cromwell
and in other goldfield settlemonts. The range of nroducts

Wported from the Orient was extensi ive, It included the follow-—
ing frodstuffs: rice (in sacks), soya oil, preserved ginger. a
range +f dried vegetables and nroducts such as dried cabbage,
salted garlic, salted raddish, pickled lemon and shrimp )wuve,
all in ceramic containers. Ng Ka Py a2nd Shao Heing (d-kl\
alocunolic beverages were also imported in distinctive coramioc
containers. ‘Other imported products included a wide variety of
ceramic towls, cups and spoons, brass and iron wok ladles, chop
sticks, cpium (1n copper canisters), Chinese medicines (in glass

phials), opium pipes (bamboo shafts with ceramic bowls (Ritchie
and ngrlson, 1982), cloth, gold scales (Li Ding type), pearl

. buttons, coins and gambling picces such as counters and dominoes.

b Anglysis of the manufﬂcturlng cchnigues of the various imported

‘ Chinese crtlfacts is an 1ntevo3uﬂh_ field in its own right. but:
is bhayourd the scope ~f this naper.
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The Chinese =2lso used meny items of European (mainly English or
New Zealand manufacture, many of which were obtained from stores
run by their fellow countrymen. - For example, one Kum Goon, Wa
advertised in the Cromwell .irgus (1700501881) that he was a
"Chinese Storekeeper and Fancy Goods Warehouseman'. - He stated
that he had "On sale, at prices which will command a eady
market, Teas, Sugaxs and Cenecral Groceries for English as well
as Chinese customers, and of superior qualities to any hitherto
introduced into the district".

Although the Chinese retained many of thelr own .customs, they
quickly adopted European miners' working clothing because of
the cold. Thay alsc used, or madc, similar tools to those
nsed by the Duropean miners such as picks, shovels, gold pias,
and cradles. bher iteuds of weshbern manufacture whic:: were
Praguently uncovered dusing vhe eX: stion of Chinese sites in
i inaivde .clay ané briar pipes, bone nandled
combs, ~Tocks cutlery, enancl.ec &d
gguars cuse gin ),
. n and Alezandra
v g=d universal painkiller
condiment bottles (motably

3 s o
LT0 POISy

savated

gonselnsrs & asg

1
-gar, sauces and pickles)
a

il 5 , ceranlc toothpaste and ointment
conbtalnsrs, ties of s fish,
t 8 1s

7
c
tinned products, (such &
inms, Lea, matc ) and a wide rargs of rails;
gspikes and buttons. sokots and keuesine tins were used for
o

pikes
conveving and storing water.

3

The wain faunal materials indicate con~nmmiion of caltle, plg
and sheep woat, chickens, ducks, hen cggs alt figh, Although
the Chinese ave reputed to have had a mavked srefererce for

plg meats, bovine and shsep bones are woll represented in the
faunal assemblages. mhe Chinese had their own pigs and
chickens at Chinatown (WMcElligott 1980spersocomm) and probably
maintained active breeding populations. The fisi bores, mainly
vertebrae, vary considerably in size. Some appear to be _
derived from timned fish, whilst other are those of eels caught
in the Kawarou River.

- The Chinese miners appear tn have collected and re-used many

discarded Furopean itoms such as pieces of iron standards (used
fox Fire barg and door ons ), off-cuts of tin sheeting
. ; , S - : .
e T

A < ot ad wire I Ly
=Y DO &L ¥ : £ and Wire i.
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which they mede various small tools)., These materials would have
heen readily available from cither the numerous tips arcund river-
banks of Cronwell or the European blacksmiths. They also re=used’
the imported ceramic dried vegetable containers for cooking, and.
geveral ‘items, notebly the opium deal (funs) trays, were produced
{rom spent oyium tins.

Barly writers have painted a broad scenario of the Chinese as a

frugal, edaptive people who retained meny of -their own customs.

irchaeclogice 1l investigatious of Chinese sites support these

impressions. However, a1l too often Furcpean accounts of the

Chincse lean heavily towards an anccdotal rather than.a factual and

balanced reccrd of their life style an’ activities. Controlled
counled with thorough 1iterary regearch

excavations «f Chinese sites,
can hely redress this imbalance.

Chinese site invesiigatiors are continuing. Since the Chinatown

sxcavation, anoiler seven excavations have becn completod within
Chinese huts and ronk sheltewrs in the Upver Cluthe Vailey and
Kawarau Gorge. In additions collections and/ér sites have becn
studisd in othor parts of Central Ouagos the Wes® Comi, Northorn

Quecensland and the Western United Stetes. The result of these
growing knowledge of +the diversity of the nincteenth

Gl

studies is &
century Chine

cse maserial culture. When this 1s soupled with an
increasing ebili
N\

v %o accurately date individual sites (or layers

L

8 ol

Lou
within sites), tl.. olenc is set wo snalyse in depth the ohanges which
coourred in the way of life of the ninetecnth century Chinege in

o W e el =) . N3 S P L s
LY T malil report on Chinasown, &
J 9 s 9

Central Utago. This ohimtilve 1s currently being pursued ag aePha.D

dissertstion. -Consem
popular bocklet on L
*ound-in New Zealand ~ic being produced.

osn end a guidebock on Chinese artifacts
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JOHN ASPINALL OF SKIPPERS ...

Contrlbuted by Aed.Ds

The stor& of the Asplnall hydraullc Cl“lm at the junction of Sk ppars
Creek and the Shotover River is well known, how it was taken up by
John Aspinall in 1867 and worked by the family continuously +ill
1922. During this time the entire, river terrace was sluiced away

to leave the uklppers Public: Hall teeterlng on the edge of a long
drop.. -

On one occasion John Aspinall was to get first hand experience on
the power of his-hydraulic gear. In May 1883 when working his claim
he slipped and fell' in front of the:. jet of water from the monitor

he was using. The monitor had a five inch nozzle with 150 foot of
pressure. He was thrown 30 feet, had several ribs and his pelvis
broken and W"s'ééﬁéiéiiﬁ“Eattéredfaﬁﬁﬁt, He was extremely lucky

not to be kllled

John Aspinall surV1ved and was prObelj one of the early patients
to use the S rippers Ambulaiice descrihed clsewhere in this issuc.

In the same year John Asplnall patented a yratlng ripple for gold
saving. It was manufactured in the Vulcan Foundry, Invercargill,
from 3 insh x 3/16 inch metal bars which after heating were run
through @ machine which corrugated them. Two of these put back to
back and welded at the ends formed one unit which could be used in
any convenient numbers to line the bottom of a tail race. With
coconut matting beiow it formed a ‘convenient and effective method
of gold saving,; much -better than flat rocks which were usually used,

AVERVIRY] (VIRY) Vi
wr ey

SKIPPERS AMBULANCE ...

Contributed by A.J.D.
Mining was a dangerous occupation and before the road to Skippers
was completed in the late 1880's getting an injured or sick person
to hospital was a major undertaking. Generally the whole male
population turned out and the patient was carried in relays to the
nearest roade

Barly iu 1Q°< Mr F. Evans described as a wining manrgor of STl BeTS
decidew that someshing should be doue about the prasifu‘ e docsigned

hillapy



20~

a special wagon suitable for the nerrow tracks and sought
subscriptions-to meet the cost. ?

found and the American Carriage Factory of Dee
Street, Invercargill was commissioned to construct it. It was
three feet wide to suit the tracks which were four feet wide and

£ by a horse but #ith an undercarriage which could

adapted to pulling
be quickly detached and the bed portion carried manually. Ad just-

ments could be made to raise or lower the patients head to keep the
body level in any terrain. The wagon had a powerful (sic) brake
arming to protect the natient. The whole machine

The money was scon

and a detachable aw
was light and strong and could be carried by one mall.

up to Skirpers being the first four-

In May the wagon vias driven
the tracks.

wheeled vehicle to pass over

e nice to complete the shory hy reporting how Wany times
~erson ouwb to the hospital

It would
8] used to bring an injured ©
a

La
the wagon was
but unfortunately the use and final £

KHNOowWIl.

te of the ambulance .8 not

A,

FoHe SRR F IR H KN

WALTER

The McKenzies' owned and operated Walter Peak Station from 1880
for almosts 80 years. liss Jessie lMcoKenzie who lives in Cromwell
5 - . s

i

ot Talter Peak has put in“o wapuscript
of the station and has kindly made it aveilable
the history is too long for

\ion in one issue snd Walier DPeak Station ineluded i hiassolas
o errhill Stztions the history will be included in in 1
~ruaencing with Mt Nicholas. MMiss McKenzie would be grave
or additions readers may care to submits

and spent mosy oL

form the nistory
. oolusion in the Courier. A4s

ful for

any corrections
*¥*

Mt Nicholas Station=Run 324

irst Huropean to see Take Wakatipu from

According o histery the f :
time was the owner

side was David MeKellar, wiho atb thgt

the. Western 5 ‘
of Longridge Station, near -Balfour in Southland,  The MoKellarsfwerel

aimea Plains.

' ~ SPSII ~  T
nwinneer farmers o Tao
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History tells us it was from McKellars Station, Longridge that John
Chubbin, two brothers John and Colin Morrison with Malcolm MacFarlare
set out to try to reach the great lake described to him by a Maori
named Reko who while they sat.and.talked, drew a map in the sand of
the route.

These men were the first white men to reachk the foot of Lake
Wekatipu at the Kingston end, The yeéar was 1856. In December 1857,
WMcKellar himself set out to see the lake and visited Kingston Bay
where he built a Moki intending to ?il up the lake and do some

exploring but winds lasting days s him - to abandon the attempt.

b

e
Following this he decided tc try to find = way to the lake by
different route whizh took Fim s the Oreti to ifs source.
Crossing tho Oreti river and g Bald i1l on his left he came to
the big tussock fleb which bears his nane, Nchl‘”""
Journey must have tsen an extremely d
virgin country with many mitsrs snd s
struggled on wntil he came to a bray
Home Hill, or Pasture Hill whe
vaddle and viewed +}
Lavid UcKellar conside
sheep »ud cattle so he did x
two Australians named JoLn
looking for gra 21ﬂg land -
applicd for Mt Nickolas.

0U1J ene .
res 13 to CrOsSss

the Vou sivar. Hr

have stood on

it was Ve
too high and rough to
for any of it himself,
{or Frank) Hamilton
of his find. They im

The Fites -

At 11 the sunny fages of Waltvr Peak down to McKinleys Creoelk
wWere par’ Yicholas. John and Francis Familton did not stock 1=
Nicholasg and -held it only a *ew uﬂatn% before selling it to Jola
and Tayio:r vhite who had come from Canterbury. The year was 1859,

When asked why they chose Mt Nicholas the Whites roplied that 'it was
high and dry, while down country anneared to be cne big bog'. The
Run was No. 324.

Here I would like to say something abeout the Whites background.-

Thos. Woollaston White and his brothers Jolm and Laylor White, their

Tisters ulLLtla Mary White and Elizabeth Whifte came from a long line

il landed gentry in Enngnd p01nﬂ back to the yo 1275, Their full
w4 My Tvew a Dogk Lost 5He =5 ralative,

lstory is Soe long

1 by Miss M.H. Lowry Jhite,

S g 2
P R Sl \v‘ k/ ,L.i.r
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cntitled 'Some Account of ghe Family of Whites of Tuxford and -
Wallingwells' also 'Memoirs of the House of Whites of Wallingwells
and Colateral Brenches' one finds it is from the fourth branch of
the family the Whites of Mt Nicholas descend.

They were the Whites of Collingham and Tuxfqrd whose names were
mentioned in the lists of landed gentry drawn up in 1433 by King
Henry VI of Frence who was Commissioner of Nottinghamshire.. He was
Johannes White de Colynham who owned much land in Collingham " 2nd

is buried. there. His son John White, during the reign of ‘Henry VIII
in 1545-47, purchased land in Tuxford -Parish., He died in 1567. His
son Thomas became a great land owner his principal seat being the
Manor of Tuxford. He rallied troops and fought for Queen Mary.in
1533 for which he received grants for courage and loyalty. He died
on the 26th of October 1580 =nd was buried at Tuxford, the burial
place for all the heads of the House of White since that date being
St Nicholas Chureh .Tuxfrrd, Nottinghamshire. : :

Thomas Yhita's heir, John was knighted on June 9th 1619 by James I

~t Greenwich. He wmarried the Lady Derothy Harpeur in 1623 and was
made High Sheriff of Nottinghamshire. : )

From the fifteenth century onwards the Whites of Tuxford held high
positiens in the ﬂhlitical 1life of Nottinghamshire and became power-
ful land owners, Knights of Nottinghamshire, High Sheriffs and were
in all public affzirs. They went to town in a coach and six, and
when they rcturned the bells of 5% Nicholas Church rang out a
welcome! ' A ,

One of the Whita's descendants marricd the heiregs to Wallingwells
and when: her father died the Estate of Wallingwells passed into the
hands of the femily of White of Tuxferd., Great style was kept up

2t Wallingwells and in later years thu Iing wade the Head of the
House of White of Tuxford and Wallingwells a Baronet. When the
firet baronet held office he.rode out to meed the Assize Judges with
Javeline mon, all his own peorle. Lttired in green and silver
livery of Wallingwells the trumpters carried silk banners painted
with the b renets coat of arms of 28 quarter kings. He himself
mounted on a skewbald horse caparisoned in crimson velvet and gold
trapnings of the great Duke of Marlborough with his coach and four
following tc bring in the Judges. Such wes the splendour in which
the ancestors of the White of Mt Nicholas lived.

Over +the centurics the hibcs had weny honours bestewed on thim. In

T I BTN
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1802 George 1II bestowed on another VWhite & Baronetacy for clothing
and ariing z regiment of Volunteers to help fight the French when
the invasion of England seemed evident. So in later times we cone
to the Grsat Grandfather of the Whites of Mt Nicholas.

The Whites of Mt Nicholes -

One, Taylor White Junior, succecded his father now being Taylor White
of Tuxford and Wallingwells. When 22 years of age he married an
heiress Sarah Woollaston, elder daughtér and co heiress of Sir Isaac
Woollaston, Bart. of Lowesby Hall, Leicestershire and St Ives
Hunticgton. He was succeeded by his son Thomas Wonllaston White who
when only 23 took over this vast Istate.

The fourth child of the' first Baronet was Taylor White who was
educated at Rugby snd Sandhurst then trok his B.A. degree at Emanuel
College, Caombridge in 1827.. In 1841 hc¢ entered Holy Orders and was
presented to the Vicarage Chuckney. Ho rreached on May 24th 1853 at
Worksop and a few days later died. In iugust 1828 he married
Dorothea Lotitia, sister of Colonel Kirke of Markham Hall,
Nottinghamshire. Taylor White's son Thomas Woollaston White married
Charlotte Letitia, daughter of the Rev. Arthur Jackson, Vicar of
Riccal, Yorkshire., From 'The Early Canterbury Runs' by L.G.D. Acland
we learn that in 1855 Mejor Thomas Woollaston White bought 'The
Warren' Run 35, Canterbury from Ssnderscn and Brayshaw and he with
his brothers Tayler and John started this place as a station with
700 sheep and a year later they had 1800 sheep. Major Thite also
owned It Thite, which he -had named, and Sherwood Station., It is
possicle ne boock up Lt Thite a little before or in 1860, where he
built a new Lomsstend at Lake Letitis,; which he named after his wife.
Major White lived at 'The Warren' and his brothers Taylor and John
were at it Wkite. When Major White lost his Stations and his money
he went to live in Fiji but he was deported for raising a riot, he
became a stock inspector in Hawkes Boy but quarrelled with his
superiors. It can be r~adily sesn he had a violent temper. He
ended hisg days at Mt Nicholas Run. He had quite a varied career
having besn in the 48th Bengal Native Infamtry Regiment and after—
wards at the Australian diggings. He commanded the Militia or
Volunteers ir Canterbury from 1861 till 1867. John and Taylor White
loft thoir brothers property snd settled on Mt Nichrl-s run, Lake
WnkatinUe

O
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So now we find John White coming down te Southland to leopk for land
in the year 1859 and deciding to purchase the Mt Nicholas end of
the Hemiltons Run for £1,000. He returned to Canterbury, because
having securecd his Run he had to stock it within six monthe  other-
wise it could be declared abandoned and he would lose his deposit
of £20. So it was in 1859 Taylor and John White and a hired man
drove 300 head of cattle down 1o it Nicholas to stock their Run.
Lt first they stocked only cattle but later we find they were
carrying a large mob 6f sheep as well. Their trip into their Run
was by the route taken by David McKellar up the Oreti, crossing
the new river and branches of the Von, plus numerous cther creeks,
Bullock Creek and Gorge Creek, South Von, through trackless wastes,
matagouri and tussocks, until they reached the Gorge Hill which
£alls away very steeply over 1,000 £+ to the valley of the Von
below. They had twe bullock waggons loaded with their goods and
supplies, tents and meny other necessities and getting them down
the hill presented difficulties. The Whites were undaunted and
having unhitched the bullocks and led them down the hill to the
valley belew thoy let the waggons down inch by inch on ropes and
tackle until they too reached the valley floor. They then
continued dn their journey +o the site they had chosen to settle
and build their house and homesteadinge.

Apparently they first lived in a log thatched hut they built
because George Hamilton said in his book the 'History- of Northern
Southland' that when David McKellar and George Gun were on a .quest
to look for gragzing land in the Western part of Southland they
stayed a night with the Whites in their log =nd thatch hut. They
give the date

with only cattle but it was that year that sheep were bought in as
well. The sheep did well and multiplied in spite of Keas and Leavy
snowfalls. In 1871 the Whites were rurming 12,300 sheen on 70,000
acres. »

When the Whites arrived at their homestead site they set aboutb
building suiteble accommodation. They had their two sisters with
them Letitia and Elizabeth White. The first building, apart from
the Sod hut, is still standing at 0ld Nicholas. They called it
tthe Galley'. It is 30ft long by 13ft wide with a chimney at
gither end. It is divided in two. - A Kitchen and Store room, and
g bedroom for the staff. The exact date of this stone building
1g not known hut @ust Yo one of the first, if not the very first
buulding of permenent metorials to bo.erectod in the Fakatipu

~s 1861. He says until 1861 Mt Nicholas was atocked -
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district. It has thick stone walls beautifully built with an iron
roof, doors and windows were of Cedar. I romember the Cedar table
in that hut in my own time. The building is now roughly 122 years
old. Surely it should be preserved as an historic building.

The Whites then set about building o ten roomed house which stood in
front of the 'old galley'. The house had two passageweys and wide
verardahs round two sides. It was demolished by my family in 1909
but the spot is marked by some oaks and cther fine trees. Some of
the timher for this house wae pit sowa out of bush near-by but much
of the building materials were impcrted Baltic pine and cedar.

The stones came from somewhere nearby but we could not find the
place. They set out besautiful paerlike'gardcns' there with
beautiirul trees -~ oaks, elms, cedars, cspens, lime trees, Cancdicn

maples, chestnuts, a2 large orchard, cherries, nuts, and a hazel
J 0 o ¥, 2 v

grove in about two or three acros of land. There werc cobbled
aths and an artificial 1ily pond, stonc walls, and even & cork ook,
b

Incidertally a tr*NeuV tﬁo% place =t Old Fi holas, for one merning
the bouy of ‘Llimabeth Fhite drovnad in the Lily pond.
Legend ‘1as it she was Just 4, young Bl Hut my rescarch finds thet
she was born in England on Septewmbor . 15th 1831. Evidently this
unharp7 2vent took place after the Whites left Mt Nicholas and about
the time Af her sister Letitia's marriage to Henry Kirke Hodge (her
cousin). Therefore Elizabeth White, at tgo_time of her death would
have be~n in her mid fOTLlpS. '

P A

The #bhite .brothers :made a track to the lake und bullt their wool-
shed and drafting yards thete, materials had to bc Lrought im hy
bullcck waggon from Southland. ,mhs WasL Ons wrwlu,bs brought to the
top of the Gorge Hill and unloaded and &“ﬂdS sledged down to the
Valley Melow where ancther waggon weuld be waiting, loaded nnd taken
to the hnmestead. Later when Rees had a boat on the lake, zoods
went 1p dné out by water to Queenstovm and Kingston. =

When yold was discoverod. on the ot} hergide of the lake, ROJS bought
beef from the Whites who alsc supplied the miners at Twelve Mile and
Twenty Five Mile with.meat. -4 fire would be lit on what we called
Rats Point (now‘called Rats Po int) opposite Mt Nicholas at Thites
Bay. The White brothers woull then kill a couple of beasts and row
or sail & bcat over tc what wns kn wn o Vhites Point, a bit further
up than Rate Point ard unload the ases therc. They wore oway
ot s et luir Dun sttendd G eatile o

Sisa oh ~ e
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goldfields and s doubt delayed by the gales on the lake which can
be extremely rough on, thatsarm. :

The two sisters must have been extremely lonely at times although
quite a large domestic staff was kept, even a commuon gardener

was employed. Bven so, the Whites sccmed to have plenty of
visitors. Their cousins the Hodges, the first to occupy the
Eglington Run, loter known as Te Ansi Downs Station, often visited

and on an-ther occasion another cousin Louisa Caroline White came
out from England for a holiday and stayed at Mt Nicholas. It was

probably during this visit that she and John White became engaged. -

hecausa after the Whites left Mt Nicholas John White returned to
England end varried her.: Hor sister Isobella-Pringle White
her cousin and became the seccrd wife of Jeohn Ambrose

married
ed the Whites as part owner of Mt Nicholas (and

Hodge who follow
later chaiged
the maiden na
vi%es occupation of Mt Ilicholas Run unfortunately a
-t over a boundery between the MoKellar brothers
who had bought the Mavora end from tho Hemiltons. The Hamiltons
are said to ~owve loosely defined the boundary as tthe Tops of the
Snowey Mounteins' so no cne seemed to know exactly where the
geparate flocks should be grazing.. Hostile meetings tock place
between the licEellars and White and finslly the Whites took the

+ charging the McKellars with trespass and loss of
profits. It was thought the Whites lost the case and went out
pernniless, but this was aot so. Litigation went on for siX years
at considerablc cost to both parties, i W.G. Rees being the
Whites arbitic sud Cuinbert Cowon acting for the McKellars.
The following anpearved in the Lake ilakatip Mail. ovember 5th
1873 White v McKellax. On November 19th Messrs White Bros. have
cntered a furthor aciion agzinst Messrs McKellar for loss since
the commencencnt of the last actions The damages are laid at
£20,000, In this claim the Lake Wakatip Mail of 19th November

of her mother.

During the ©
dispute brs

matter to Cour

C

E

EY

1873 records thot the plaintiffs (the Thites) were awarded
£8,711.16.4. The Whites sold Mt Nicholas to their cousin John

Ambrose Hodgo ond a man named J.0. Mcirdell in 1874«

Rabbits had bosun te infest the country, plus the dreaded scab

ich had broken out in the sheep st Fernhill, and no doubt the
1@ (ocided the Whites to sell out. They did not go ous

auit &
wenmlleae Bl tley losc were nrofits, Trgylor White went wo
g = A C =) of

his name to Kirke to pleoase his wife. - Kirke being
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Hawkes Bay where he bought Glengarry Station, near Napier and ran
pedigrse stock and wrote articles for Seientific Journals. He
never masried. He died there in 1913.

John White returned to England, merried his cousin who had with her
sistor inherited a large fortune from a great aunt and they had a
large family of nine daughters and threoe sons and lived in every
eviderce of wealth and prosperity.

The McKellar Bros., with whom the Whites lad the dispute, were not
David MeXellar and, Peter McKellar but Malcolm and John MeKellar,
rolations of David McKellar after houm McKellers Flat is nemed.
They were cousins of David and Peter McKellar.

hnd so the Thites ieft Mt Wicholas in 1073. For many centurics

their ancestors anl heads of the House of White of Tuxford and
Wallingwells werc vuried in the Vaults of 5t Nicholas Church, Tuxford
Nottinghamshire. It would not be surprising to find that they
actually named their Run 'Nicholas' after St Nicholas and ‘their
femily church of St Nicholas Tuxfoxd. . They were the first occupants
of Dun 324 and wmere bound to have nowmcd the Run as was the eugtom

20 to Co. It is an interesting thought. = There is also ~ scetion

on Mt Nicholas called 'Woollaston', was this named after thoir
brother ™iomas Woollaston White? D.G. hcland says 'He ended Dis

days on it Nicholas Run, Lake Wakatipu'. Where was he buricd if this
ig the case?

=

T also wonder where Elizabeth White was buried as I am told hen grave
b in the Queenstown Cemetcry. Scmeons who has gone more deeply
into this hiotory mey be able to answer my question. -

Tt scoms when John White returned tc England and married hisg crusin
Louise Car-iine White, Taylor White bought another property at
Wimbledcn, Hawkes Bay and died in 1913. His brother died in
England in 1911,

**-X' G NN \%)\’T/\ EANANEY
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LITIGATION IN THE WAKATIPU ...

Contributed by A.J.D.

There has always been rivalry and jealously between newspapers in
the same or neighbouring towns. In this respect the Wakatipu was
no different and the Wakatip M2il of Queenstown and the Take
County Press of Arrowtown vied with one another.

The owner and editor of the Lake County Press, J.T.M. Hornsby

gave a public address in Arrowtown entitled Ireland, to raise
funds for the Catholic school. Mr Hornsby was a member of the
Trish Land League and his address took the side of the Irish
tonents against the oppression of the Brnglish landlords. The
position in the whole of Ireland one hundred ye=~rs agce was very
similar to the situation in Northern Ireland tc'ay with hatred and
oppression on all sides.

The report in the Waketip: Mall was scathing and suggested that as:
Mr Hornsby cowme frou. Tasmania he probably hed a convict background.
Mr Hornsby sued for libel, claiming damages of 81,000 and the-casc
was heard by Mr Justice Williams and a jury of 12, in the Inver-
cargill Supreme Court in September 1883. Two senior counsel from
Dunedin represented the litigants and several witnesses from the
Wakatipu were hcard.

The jury found for Mr Eornsby and awsrded damagss of £50 and court
costs amounted o £97.18.0. .

Such 2 costly mistake would no deubt have nersuaded Mir Warren the
owner of the Mail tn be a little more careful what he said about

his opposition in his publication in the Tuture.

He S HHHHH KA
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Contributed by A.J.D.

Tn 1882 mining activity at Macetown was at a high level and we

are indebted t the correspondent of the Southland Times for &

full report ou . verious mines operating at that time. When the

roefs were i ined =beut 1876 very gond returns were received

and good divic paid. However as the easily-—won stone
Tl

g "

sxhausted and tihe investuwent of grester capitil wne
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obtein payatle stone enthusi asm waned and some mines ceased tn
opercie and generally activity was 2t a low level. 4 3 Joar or two
passed smd then intercst quickened when it was proved a moderate
amount of prospecting Oould show whot rcturns could be expected.

Two matters affecting the oneratlons were weather, which limited
the scason end the lack of a good access rcad. As an cxample of
the high cost of transport, thg Tipnerary Company had spent
£4,000 cn mining timber which cost £1,000 to deliver to Arrcwtown
frem the Hesd-of-the Lake. The cost »f carting from Arrowt~wn to
Mecetown was £3,000. ' :

Some 12,000 ozs of gold have been obtained to date and about 200

men were employed. .

Homew: rd Bound

The oldest mine in the field, the stonc being conveyed by 2 scelf-
acting itranway 2000 feet in length t2 a 10-head stamper opsrated

by watrr power. Problems wers expcrienced with good stonc boelng

in sections divided by mullock and worthless rubble. The wine isg
opened by four levels whicl are connected by six passo The levels
are 200 to 300 feet long and.are entered from the Uurfacu at
elevations of 68 ©0°90 feet above one ancother.

Ladye Fayre

Adjrins the Homeward Bound. i
without much success. In 188
fine paying reef discovered.

e

as bcen prospected at variocus tincs
ork was started in earnest ond 2
.1 is 18 inches to 4 fect in
width and has been Opﬂncd,by a 2 pass 300 feet in length
from which two passes rise to tha ¢ aoeu Stone is conveyoed from
the mine by a flat tramway 300 feo.% in length end then down 2 self~

O

,J
F

acting tramway 500 feet in length, tc the bottom of Sawyers Gully
into a self-delivering paddock. Fccm here drays are filled menually
for cartage to the Public Crushing Compeny's mill.

Gladstonc

Hes produced the best dividends to date.” Is fortunante in its
situsticn as ﬁo'tﬂﬂNWr“ is required. The first cske obtained
Avergh.i : the best yield in the field. A leow: lovel
fan: 208 fent 4 ds gxnected to giwile ithe

rees in ich is' a shaft fiul one

1y feet. & wililze Wi
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1evel 0 another, has been sunk from the abandoned workings
higher up for 63 feet and 1% will be joined by a pass from the
new level which will be 70 feet long. Ventilation is by air
blast and is working well. The mine menager is John Willlams.

Premier

>

Adjoins the Gladstone. Have abandoned thelr shaft and are busy
driving & low level tunnel in to the reef.

Maryborou. .

Por gevera! years claim was allowed to remain idle but under
manager Thruss Hervey good stone is new being brought out.

Main level is in 250 feet frou which twe passes, one 50- feet and
one 115 feet vrisc to the surface at 2 distance of 100 feet apart.
it the end of the main level a winze has been put down 38 feet
proving the reef is profitable. Crushing machinery is a S-heand
battery driven by an svershot wheel and o second battery is
plenned with the water wheel being replace by a turbine.

Crushing machinery is in Sawyers Gully, and their water right is
the only available one. Stone ig conveyed ‘to a 220 foot shute
from which it is lowered by a self-acting tramway, the first
024 feet in length the seocond 1188 feet long, to a self-delivering
paddock. The ~oddock is built of stone like a fortification
which measurcrs 8 feet at the bottom.

A1l Nations

Hag had varyiln: success. Much work has been done on btho mine Hut
the cost »f carting stone to the mill at Bush Cresk swallowed up
most of the proceeds. A low level tunncl has been taken in 200

foet and the reef shows promise. A tramway is being constructed,

Garibaldi

This mine has been idle for 2-3 years end has now been reactivated.
It is possiblc to trace a fine reef 400 feet along the surface of

the claim. & shaft 49 foet deep proved the reef to be 4 to 6 foet
wide. A4 low level tunnel is being entered and is 120 feet in.
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Victor Emmanuel

This eine hes had its ups and downs and was recently rescued out
of the hands of the bailiff by Cleave of Invercargill and L. Resta
of Mzcetown. The mine possesses a2 srtlendid wachinery site in Bush
Creek and a first class water right. Has returned 1 oz tc the ton
in the past and shows -romise under its new owners.

3

Tipperary .
This rine is first in the field for gize of its creration and yield

4 1n

v
of gold. 4 first class operation with
signs of hesvy capital investment, n level is in 576 feet.

As recf is wet and is 5«13 feet in width much timbering is
required. About 50 men are employed ~nd 15-20 horses are used in
carting stone to the crusher. MNMein lovel is connected with the
surface by four passes which communicate .with three different
levels. Mine shows great promise,

-|~_1 =

plant and shafts showing

Other claims being prospscted are wndin Maid, Defiance and The
Sisters. A trial crushing for the Mountain Maid gave results of

16 ozs from 8 tons of stone. This clainm sgituated on Advance Peak
was frrmally known as the Catherinse, The Sisters which was dis-—

coverdt oy Roberts and Clarke gave 2 rzs for 2 ton of stone in a

trial crushing. ’

Returns fcr the Early Part of 1882 —

January Gladstone T8 ozs
Tipperary . 501 ozs
Homeward Bound 232 ozs
laryborough | 720 ozs 250 tons
larch Ladye Fayre 338 ozs 200 tons
Homeward Bound : 178 ozs 240 tons
Tipperary 284 ozs
Lpril Laryborough 1230 ozs 300 tons
roturng were gond comarh to justify a dividend of
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In mld—mlﬁt@ it wes repofited thut ‘“c Tipperary, wa s'gottiﬁg'

good stone” ‘from a deep LCV&I shaf stwmted a year 4goh- but mot
worked on furing the summer. The @ﬁeratlon was ‘being watched with
interest gs it would prove whether decp level mining co suld be
profitable. . Shares in the mine Sclllng at £10 sach.

Later in'the Jﬁ%r.twc mines reported geod results. In November
the Gladstone cake of 200 ozs for 2 weeks.crushing,
giving & L ob 0 ozs for the season tn date. In December
the Tinﬂewar3 cake of 678 ozs frr six weeks work,

o
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Mr Ted Sturt, the owner of Tutuila has been engaged for
some time in restoration of this fine old building.

The restoration work has been done meticulously and is

2 credit to Ted Sturt’ s ability and dedication. As the
building will soon be operating again providing 8. Com-
modation and meals it seemed appropriate to include this
history as a supplement %o the current issue of the
Courier rather than hold it over to a later issue.

HULBERT HOUSE ...

HULBERT HOUSE perhaps better known as TUTUILA is the
large villa that sits so well at the top of upper
Ballarat Street, Queenstown. Flanked by two large Lime
(Linden) trees it commands excellent views across the
town, lake and mountains bcyond.

Tt is regarded as a unique example of a Victorian Villa
typical of that built for the upper middle class and
the only one remaining in the area. For this reason it
is registered as a Historic Building under the District
Planning Scheme, and is to be classified by the Historic
Places Tirust on their next formal visit later this year.

Thig large 17 room villa was built in 1889 for Horatio
Nelscn FIRTH, who was Clerk to the Court of the Resident
Magistrate and Receiver of Gold Rovenue over the period
1884—1910-

H.N. Firth was born at Market Drayton in Shropshire in
1842, the youngest son in a femily of 13 children, whose
lineage from the 16th century is recorded in Burkes
Dictionary of the Landed Gentry under Firth of Hartford
Lodge. Obviously a man of means he arrived in the
colony in 1862 and spent his carly years in the
Marlborough Province-




Dem

Believed to be the first Freemason in the Nelson area, by
1867 ue had courted and married a most handsome Irish
lady, Cetherine Mary O'Sullivan;- whose' forbears were as
distinguished as hls own.‘

It is not yet known how the Firths sPent their ekrlier
years but in 1878 he was first recorded as Clerk to the
Court in Havelock Nelson, and assumed his official duties
in Queenstown in 1884. He also became most active in the

affairs of St Peter's Anglican Church, both as a Lay
Reader and Vicars Warden.

H.N. Firth very quickly acquired four acres of land on
the Bastern Terrace and for his housc site purchased
Sections 1 - 6 in Block XX just above bthe town. These
sections are most desirable and wers granted by the
Crown in 1871 to Messrs Mallaghan, Pascoe, Crofts and .
Richards for the princely sum of £3.10 each.

In 188€,H.N. Firth instructed lason and Wales Architects
of Dunedin tc design a villa residence "fit for a gentle-
man" and an ¢greement was .entered into on 29th November
1888 with Jorn Salmond, Waster Builder, to build the
present villes residence. By good fortune the original
sketches and drawings of the house we've on file in the
architects oiffice and kindly provided by them to the
present owner. From the first sketch plan it does suggest
an edrllﬂr stone walled building on the site but thls is
something for future research,

The villa is most soundly constructed and built on stone
piers and foundations, then framed up with Red Becch and
Red Pine, milled at the head ¢f Lake Wakatipu., John
Salmond assisted by Thomas Luckie, a Ships carpenter,
built extremely well, the 6' x 2" studs being morticed
and tenoned in the 6' x 4" bottom plates, with all framed
intersections being cross bolted. These two craftsmen
have left their wark for all time tcgother with an 1886
Victorian 'Bun' Penny deliberately piaood behlnd a dado
moulding in the wall panelling. :

5

The joinery cnd finishing work were first ¢loss, with
iumortel marble fireplaces - the walls wod ceilinss
tinished in Lath and Plaster, and fine plaster cornices
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and centre pieces. Much of the joinery had panels of: glass
with Cold Leaf work and in the Entrance Foyer still” stands
the glass screen, acid etched with the family crests of the
Firth and O'Sullivan families, complete with motto ;
"Deus Incrementur: Dedit". ' :

" (od had certainly given increase because by now the Firths
weré blessed with-issue, Maud, Oliver, Ethel, Kate; Scipio
and Vida, and lived and entertained with their family in a
very grand marner., We hear that when little’ Annie Mul-.
holland worked in the kitchen Kate Firth married a Mr
Raymond and a red carpet was laid from the front steps to
the gate cntrance in Ballarat St. Vida Firth married a
lawyer named Thompson who guffered from amnesia - one day
he didn't return home and was never seen or heard of againe.

it the turn of the century the families good fortune'seQms
.40 have changed. H.N. Firth was not Tigted in Wises Post

Office Directory for 1902 and from 1501 Catherine Mary Firth

.'vas-advertising Hulbert House as a guest house. She was

- s3id "to provide accommodation of the first order in Queens-—
town and to be most attentive to the requirements of her-
visitors." lrs Firth continued to provide accommodation,
in the best vradition of her femilies reputation for -
hospitality, until the family sold the property -and left for

Wellington in 1910. It was owned briefly by William Royston

Ambler and sold immediately to Patrick McCarthy the well

known proprietor of the Mountaineer Establishment, who lived

horo for a while with his wife and daughter — Patmick Mo-
Carthy is known to have acquired a great deal of the.Firth
family silver, and he finished his days working in a
Billiard Saloon until his decease in 1924 - His Trustzes
sold. the property to Elizabeth McFarlane, who at first
operated a Private Nursing Home, but later continued to-
take paying guests. ‘ ' -

Mrs McFarlane had a great love of Robert Louis“StéVenson_
and she . renamed the house TUTUILA after thejisland-in:thé

American Samoas - according te Samoan mythology, ngalog
the Creator made the island of Tutulia as a UPlace of rest
for the GQods" and this is the meaning of the name, which is

not inappropriate for such a suest house.
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In 1928 she remarried and became Mrs Thompson, William _
Thompson better kmown as 'Mulga Bill' from his Australian
origins, is well re membered in town, for his great repet-
oire of recitations of wide choice and richness. e

In 7937 Mrs Thompson sold the property to liss Mary Salmond,
the daughter of John Salmond, the original builder, and
Sarah nee Cockburn of Arthurs Point, wio produced a most
distinguished family. Miss Salmond who had spent 30 years
as a missionary in India. at first used the property as a
holiday nome letting rooms with kitchen facilities.

In 1942 The fArcherfield Girls School of Dunedin leased

the house during the Japanese scare. Headed by Miss Black,
cooked for by Miss Beard and Head (dirled by Pat Shand, the
26 girls concerned, from preparatory to 6th form, remember

the stay with great affection. With lessons in the morning

st afterncons were free to walk the town in groups of
three. After the war the house was leased for a period as
a maternity home to the Southland Hospital Board, confine-
ments wers very short since the delivery room was the
servants bedroom — the coldest room in'the house — the
nursery being the first bedroom on the left of the hall.

In 1948 Vary Salmond sold the property to Mrs Hazel Grant
who operated a guest house until 1964 when taken over by
the Salvation irmy, it continued to run as a guest house
with strong Christian emphasis. From 1968 Mr Herry Ash-
hurst owned the pronerty which he renamed Lake View Lodge
and it clanged hands win in 1971 to Alec Arnott of
Gueenstown. '

OtConnells Hotel later the Vacation Hotel Group, acquired
the property in 1972 and used it as a staff hostel until
the sale of the property to the. present owner in 1981.
Since that.date the interior has undergone extensive
restoration, end it will again be open for guests by mid

'183. Later in the year the dining room, whlch seats 26,

will be open to visitors for dimner, and restoration of

he exterior, g rden and gated entrances is planned Tor

oxt opringw A Heritage Covenant being entered into by the
cwner =nd the Historic Places Trust will - ~ure the
vreservs,v..nt ¢f this historic landmark for il time.




