— — f Y
Ll = Ll
L ) (Tt ! 57
7N @ﬁ@ = <) 4 f
& -
TS Tyas s
1]

'EARNSLAW et




*%%  THE QUEENSTOWN COURIER *¥*%

The Official Publication of the

QUEENSTOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Forty Second Issue :ﬁMay 1989

OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY , Tel,

President Mr C. Geary 29-473
P.0O. Box 226 , Queenstown

Vice President Mr A.H. Miller 21=202
Hood Cres., Arrowtown

Immediate Mr A.J. De La Mare 28-245

Past President 18 Isle St, Queenstown

Secretary Miss J. Carswell 28-478

77 Hallenstein St, Cueenstown

Treasurer Mrs E. Geary 29-473
P.0. Box 226, Queenstown

Committee Mesdames R. McAndrew, M. Swan,
il. Templeton, M.-McDonald, M. Austin,
Messrs W. Taylor, E. Sturt,
D. Anderson, D. Wilson

(A1l correspondence and accoumts should be addressed to the
society's permanent address - P.0. Box 132, Queenstown).

Ammual subscription $5.00. Couriers included in subscription.
Casual rate for Couriers $1.00, 125th Supplement $3.00.

Back numbers of Couriers availsble.

KRRKKKH




i -

PETER CHANDLER

We record the recent death of Peter Chandler of Ettrick with
sincere regrét, . Peter was an historian of note who had an
encyclopaedic knowledge of the Wakatipu and in ~articular the
Shotover area. . He was a long standing member of the society and
in the past contributed to the Courier. The following article
by Peter is typical of his meticulous and detailed style.

LAKE KTRKPATRICK

In 198C, newspaper publicity which covered the proposal to create
a scenic reserve at "Lake Kilpatrick," (sic), prompted me to
write to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Dunedin, pointing out
that the original name of this small lake on the road to Moke
Lake, was Lake Kirkpatrick. '

In 1959, I interviewed Mr James Kirkpatrick, a retired farmer,
living in Invercargill, a son of Thomas Kirkpatrick, owner 1874-81
of the Twelve-Mile Run (No.9A, Wakatipu Depasturing District).

Mr Kirkpatrickshad lived as a child at Bob's Cove and retained
vivid recollections of his mother rowing from thence tonueenstown
in an open boat, when household requirements made the Jjourney
necessary. In addition, he supplied certain informati~n about his
father, Thomas, and uncle, James; this has been amplified by
reference to various documents available in official repagsitories,

Thomas and James Kirkpatrick were born at Moffat, in the Parish of
Moffat, or Kirkpatrick Juxta (precisely which parish romains to

be determined,; as both adjoin in the’ vicinity of the town of
Moffat), Dumfries-shire, Scotland. At a later .date they removed
to Tobermory, in the Island of Mull, ahd it was from this district
that the two brothers came to New Zealand - James about 1865 and
Thomas some two years later. At the time of emigration to New
Zealand, James was a widower with one daughter,
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James Kirkpetrick settled at the Eight-lile, or Wilson's Bay,
in 1866, and obtained a licence for the run which he called
Clogeburn. In 1874, he secured the lease of Lun No.8, but
sold it within a few months to A.H. Douglas and Alexander Gray.
His occupation of this run is commemorated in three place-
names: CLOSEDURN, KIRK'S TERRACE smd-LAKE KIRKPATRICK. In
1875, he leased a farm from Bendix Hallenstein, .at Thurlby
Domain, and on the expiry of the lease in 1681, he, with his
brother, Themas, whose stock losses in the 1678 snow and
severe winters of 1879 and 1880 had persuaded him to relinquish
his run, hought farms in the subdivision of Waicgla Estate, at
¥Wairio, Southland. James Kirkpatrick died at Invercargill,

26 March, 1690, aged 65. The fate of his daughter remained
unresolved until my letter to the Commissioner of Crown Lands
came to the attention of Mr John Toll, Alcxandra., Mr Toll

Bas now sunplied documents which show that Darbara Kirkpatrick
had married a miner. Thomas Toll (Mr J. Toll's grandfather),
and died in the Arrow district about 1094.

The carliest mention I have traced of Leke Kirkpatrick, is
in "Otaxo Drovincial Government Gazette,' 1011872, Doe
30-31. KIRK from Norse and 0ld English forms, ciricey
¢irce, kirke, and KIL from Latin cella, through Gaelic cill,
or ceall, had become common usage almnst interchangeable.

CLOSEDURN, as a place-name, has nothing ©° o with either

‘¢loses, or burns, but is derived from CiLL:. OSTERNI (the

c¢ell, or chapel, of St Oshern - a Norse saint), through
KELOSTEFRN, then KILOSDURN, tc emerge finslly as CLOSEIURN.
Closehurn Castle (2 ruin for, meny years) had belonged to a
family. of Kirkpatricks, though any relationship to James or
Thomas has not heen established. The last owner, William -
Kirkpatrick, sold the estate in 1783 and rcmoved to Malaga, in
Spein, wherc. he hecame first a wine merch-nt, and from 1800
until 1818, hmerican consul. His grand—Goughter, Marie-
Bugenie-Ignace-liugustine de Montigo, a n~ted ‘beauty of. her day,
narried Napoleon III of France. Abdicaticon in 1870, saw her
begin o long residence at Chiselhurst, Kent, Her death
occurred at Madrid in 1920.
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This issue of the ‘Courier contains the two winning entries in the
William Rees Memorial Essay conducted by the society, one by
Catherine Barly, the other by Andrea King. Owing to its length
it has not been possible to include all of Andrea King's essay
and the other instalment will be included in the next issue.

LAW AND ORDER ON THE OT4iGO GOLDFIELDS

Catherine Early

The most popular way of making a quick fortune in the nineteenth
century was in the pursuit of gold. Wherever it was found it was
accompanied by waves of peéple of differing race, religion and
social background living in close confinement with each other.
Consequently, Gabriel Read's discovery cf a paying goldfield at
Tuapeka in 1861 hrought both large numbérs of miners to Otago and
the need for a means to control them. While a spirit of lawless-
ness existed, the goldfields were not geherally as turbulent as
was once believed., Law and order was maintained to a large extent
through the comscientious efforts of the policemen and wardens who
were stationed in the area.

In 1858 the New Zealand Government had passed the Goldfields Act
using the Victoria fields of Australia as a model for organisation.
Under this Act miners' rights and export duties geared to New
Zealand were introduced. Control of the goldfields was to be
administered from Wellington but in 1861 the Gtago superintendent
applied -for delegaticn of .power from the ceentral Government to the
Provincial-Governments. This was granted.' However, magistrates
and warden courts were still under central Government control.

At first miners' committees controlled disiutes, This was the case

at Tuapeka (now Lawrenee) where Read took the lead in setting up
a supervisory committee to maintain order and peace and spent
several weeks adjusting claims and settling disputes. The
Government scon intervened and a gold commissioner was appointed




to organise the provincial police. The Provincial Government's
regulations were drafted in July 1882 by a surveyor, Vincent Pyke
who also organised the Goldfields Department at the same time for
the oontrul Government. Once satlsflod that the Tuapeka field
was rlck the Utago Provincial Government borrowed a contingent
of Vlotorlan mounted police to enforce. the authority of the law
and Warden Courts were eventually establlshed to deal with disputes
over geld cleims. An ordinance was passed to allow the police to
return known criminals to Australia, but was disallowed by the
central Govermmert. It appears however that the police, aided by
their colleaguss from-Victoria repatriated. undesirables 1110rc113
and informally. 4ll miners were required to hold a miner's right
or license costing &1. If this was broken a fine was imposed
altkough fines did not seem to be an effective deterrent in the
Wakatlou district.

Witkin six months of the discovery of gold there were 14000 miners
in Gabriel's Gully. The Tuapeka dig/incs were reputed to be
extremely orderly and calm comparecd with those in California and
Victoria. Read claimed that "The Otago digpers are orderly and
well-concucted men, the best type I have cver seen on any gold-
field". There were however many incidents of claim-jumping,
asseult and theft. According to one locel citizen: "During those
dangerous times all our doors and w1n6“ws were heavily barred, a
loaded revolver being hung at our bedhcad and James (Fulton) kept
a pistol under his nillow". i

The credit for the discovery of large quantities of gold at the
Arrew River has gone to William Fox, who, along with a small band
of diggers, worked the gorge in secret. They were richly
rewarded but it was not long before they were discovered. Fox
.had heen self—app01nted commissioner and undlsputed head. 'He had
given each man a 60 ft frontage of the river and had forbldden
clalm—gunvlng on the penalty of hav1ng to fight hlm. Apparently
there were no takers. With the opening up of the'gorgé to all
there was chaos for some time due to the readjustment of the
boundaries to' the legal limits (24 ft claims). Many boundary
disputes resulted and it was not until the arrival of Sergeemt~'
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Major H W Dracken that order was restored. It has been claimed
that he said: "Look here diggers, I have been sent up here to
enforce the law and hy God I will". Indeed Dracken's arrival

produced an instant offect. He settled a great number of disputés;’
by getting the miners to clect disinterested assessors. Acting as”

an arbitrator he then explained the by-laws and a decision was ;
reached hy the assessors. As he saids "The simple proceeding gave
great satisfaction'. Sergeant-Major Dracken eventually resigned
from-the force to set up the first hotel in (ueenstown, the Queen's
Arms Hotel (now Bichardt's). Bill Fox said of hims "His energy.

and holdness have secured him the approbation of the wild race of

men tn whom I belong, namely the diggers". '

By the end of 1862 the total populaticn of the combined Shotover
and Arrow districts was cstimated to be 3000 and the community was
not altogether a calm cne. The influx of miners to the Dunstan
and Wakatipu exhausted the resources of the police, of whom there
was a significant shortage. Some remote regions of the digeings
were not easily accessible and claim-jumpers were-able %o seize
quantities of gold and disappear before the law could apprehend
them. the force at Wakatipu numbered only five with two on the
escort., There were few major crimes at the Arrow and arrests were
infrequent. Nevertheless 1ife was not dull or uneventful, and at
night the town’was sunposedly 'made hideous by screaming and
fighting'. FW G Miller comments that.there was 'no lockup, no
court and still less hope of bringing offenders to justice'.
However, with the cstablishment of a police camp -and warden's
office, the township at the Arrow settled into a more orderly
éXistenoe as the town assumed a permanent character and the
population was occupied with its daily business. - As there was
rriginally no jail in the Arrow district, from 1863-65 anyone who
was arrested was chained to a Yoa; - This didn't stop one captive,
a gigantic Irishman, who strode ‘into town with the log under his
arm and was found drinking heartily in a hotel!: He later -made
another excursion with his log which he carried to Lake Hayes
before being apprehended. Those convicted of a criminal act were
sent to Dunedin in manacles: In 1865 a wooden gaol-was built in
Arrowtown and was replaced in 1875 by the presentAstone}building.
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The character of the stream of immigrants which the goldfields
attracted tc New Zealand has often been disparaged, with
insufficient reason. The gold miners of the 1860's were the most
skilled proup of immigrants to have arrived at that stage in the
development of the country as a British colony. Most brought
with them technical knowledge learnt through hard toil in the
goldfields of California and Victoria. In fact their social
background was not vastly different from these colonists in
plenned settlementis. The miners and camp-folleowers were drawn
from a wide spectrum of backgrounds, occupations’ and religions.
Most were aged between 20-40 years and there was a very small
number of women and children. As George Hassing, a Danish miner
later recalled: !Those were happy, rollicking, gold-mining days
when men of a2ll sorts and conditions from every part of the world
met on equal terms..' Thore existed a brotherhood among gold-
miners, surpassing even the bonds of freemasonry.' This comment
applied.perhaps to all with the exclusion of the Chinese who were,
in meny places, ostracised from the European community, and, in
some cases, abused and mistreated by them. The point has been
mede that while the miners were blunt in manner, intensely
competitive and quick to fight, they were also capable of working
together for long pericds of time in relative harmony., They '
enjoyed the freedom from '0ld World' conventions and constraints.
The bars and grog-shanties did a roaring trade and the streets of
the various townships were loud with the noise of diggers in town
to spend their gold on having a good time. Although the Otago
diggings may have been more violent than the settled towns like
Dunedin ~r Camaru, assault and drunkeness were the most common
crimes in New Zealand long before the arrival of the goldminers.
Life was hard but most miners appear to have been an honest,
generous lot, boisterous and rowdy, but within the law, With
such riches being mined it is indeed surprising how little crime

. occurred.

Bach goldfield had its own warden. They: were all men of integrity
who were apyointed on account of their knowledge of the Mining Act



" ‘and how to administér it, not because they kneW'the-lawfthorOughly.i
They were highly respected and their authority was uhquéstioned by
the diggers. Wardens were accountable to the Goldfields Depart-—
ment ‘which’ seems t¢ havé heen not over-excessivé in its sxpend- |
iture on wages and facilities for its wardens. The warden would ;
often be required to travel long distancés on horseback t6-settle f
mining diSputes and in the early years no travelling expenses were
provided. The warden's duties were many and varied. 'Richmond
Beetham was a warden at Queenstown for thirteen years from 186 34 o |
During that time he established himself firmly in‘the hearts-of |
the people through his wise decisions and his influence on the -:‘ ;
social life of the township. DBeetham confessed that until he had |
taken up his position he had never been in a court-house and - . |
possessed only one book of law, Armed with little knowledge of |
the law and limited resources, wardens such as Richmond Beetham -
ensured that law and order on the goldfields was maintained thrﬂuph
their common-sense and their high standing in the community. '

Before the arrival of the police William Rees, a Wakatipu runholder{
was the general custodian of the gold. The first escort with
25,000 ozs of gola went to the foot of Lake Wakatlpu in his
renowned whaleboat Reeg! Hoat was the only one on the lake: untll
the police were sunnlled with one for their use. 'The pﬂllce
weighed and tallied the gold before sending it to Dunedin by the
escort, The first armed escort left in 10(1 The growing stream
of wealth pouring into the district left the police faced with the
problem of guarding it.

Commissioner~Sergeant John Branigan arrived in Tueenstown early in
1863 t6 organise the receiving of gold: and the protection of the
escort. This task proved to be. more difficult- than he expected as '
thieves were constantly on the lookout- for easy pickings. There |
was' only one attempt to rob the gold escort. and the Rev Alexander
Don nrovides an-nccxunt of how unaffected by danper‘+he eséhrt Wos:

'...when the nltht came down upon the hllls and the company grgw
merry round the open hearth, a solitary guard without kept half an
eye opem on an vld wocden shed where ... some 10,000 azs: of. gokd

T S PR
° Sy x JRREY =R :



awaited further transport on the morrow to the safety of the banks
Of the city',

While claim-jumping, theft and violence were relatively common on
the Otapn goldfields, life was not as chaotic as it had been on
the Californian and Victorian field§. The large maaorlty of

- miners worked and lived together in peace and calm. The law

enforcerent agencies -~ police, wardens and magistrates stationed
in goldfield settlements maintained order efficiently and fairly
with what little rosources they had and set the moral precedent
for the whole community. Although the time of thé Otago gold-
arushes was one of urgency and at times turmoil, as the settlements
became established as permanent towns and meny miners remained in
the district with their families, the communities developed into
an ordered, structured society which has »reveiled until this day.
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THE 1930S DEPRESSION IN THE L.AKES DISTRICT
TO WHAT EXTENT DID THE DEPRESSION AFFECT
LIFE IN THE LAKES DISTRICT?

by . Andrea King

The thirties was a time for heroes — and few decades have needed
them more. .In a world wracked by economic, physical and social
anpguish, victim of the Great Depression, its mental and physical
resilience still struggling to heal the wounds of the Great War,
this generation needed men and women of noble spirit and intellect,
capable of uplifting dreams and great feats of courage, determin-
ation and daring."

The num?er of local men who lost their lives in World War One was
heart-breaking. Those who did return, came back with an amount
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of gratuity money. Many bought small businesses and farms with
this money and set up a more regular, secure lifestyle for them-
selves and their families. When the economy collapsed in 1929 how-
ever, this group of people was probably the worst affected. Most
had a minimal amount of savings tucked away and had to struggle to
‘keep their businesscs and lifestyles economically secure. Many
could not.

Between 1929 and 1930, expert prices centinued to fall and unemplcy-—
ment kept risinz. "There was a lingering feeling of confidence,
however, that the end of the depression was in sight so long as Ward,
'the financial wizard' as some called him remeined Prime Minister.™
On 14 May 1930, Ward recsigned as Prime Minister and died six weeks
later. "The depression was growing more serious every <day." With
the appointment of George Forbes ('Honest George') as Prime Ministor,
severe retrenchment bLepan., DBusiness confidence declined very
rapidly, with such a pessimistic budget. The Finance Act of March
1031 called for a 10% reduction on Puhlic Service salaries., In July,
taxation was increased and further reductions in government expend-—
iture were made., Prices on commodities of general consumption werc
raised, which stretched the average family budget to the limit,

There were 'cuts' in all aspects of life, For example, the school
starting age was raised to six years, kindergarten grants were
ceased and the Wellington and Dunedin Teachers' Training Colleges
were closed, Employers could no longer afford to keep who were now
considered to he 'extra' workers on the joh. If they did, it was
usually for a minimal wage., Unemployment rose day by day.

Hospital hoards and charitable institutions exclusively handled
unemployment relief before the depressipn. 4As unemployment
persisted, however, these organisations found relief a ruinous

drain on their finances.

The 1930 Unemployment. Act set up an Unemployment Board under the
Minister of Labour's chairmanship. The Board paid registered
unemployed a reasonably small amount yet rates were lowered as
pressure of numhers grew. A number of schemes for providing work
were set up.
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In January 1931, ‘Forbes announced that no payments would be A
forwarded tc New Zwaland unemployed unless they did actual work..
Desperate attempts were madé to iprovide the swelling ranks of
‘unemployed with work..  Work had to be rationed, and jobs, shared.
Work was -often made 'f r work's sake'. Schemes for gold prospec-
ting and rakbit control were subsfﬂlsbd by the Doard. By the end
of 1933, a sustenance allowance (the 'dole') was paid as local
bodies were not prepared to continue providing the types of work
that they had been. The rates of pay .dissatisfied the unemployed
and most schemes were unpopular: There was much civil discontent
",.... and the large numbers of ill-nourished péople seeking fOWd
and work grew increasingly hostile."

The reaction against the unstable situations people were forced
into was very evident in the cities. Country towns, because of
their smaller structure and nature did not react in this way. We
shall discuss this difference in the case of (ucenstown, in .
particular, and why these 'country folk!' were more accepting of
the crisis:¢ : In Dunedin, Auckland and Wellington, windows of shops
etc were-stiashed during riots and demonstraticns against cuts in
government spending. Seriocus rioting was cscaped by Christchurch
because relief was better organised. -Local bodies employed
special cwnstables to guard agnlnst such outbreaks.

The Labour 01rolbs (of Bhs Unitod Party) became suspicious of the
Reform Party and-Forbes' reétrenchment policy. In 1931, the
National government was formed (which became known as the Coalit-
ibn) when Fcrbes invited Coates of the Reform Party to merge. This
government remained until November, 1935, when the Labour govern—
ment ‘come tc power under Michael Joseph Savage. This was quite a
radical ster in the context of New Zealand politics. .. The Labour
Party aimed to 'insulate' the New Zealand economy through
guaranteed rrices for farmers, raising workers' wages and salaries,
creating more ‘jobs on public works - etc and generally rever51ng
the earller retrepchment policies of the previous government. :To
many, M J Se V@ﬁe was a’ hero who brought them cut of the depress1on.

-
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*In the cities, tense political” feellngs were' aroused during these
years. In the Lekes District ‘However, ‘politics were not held:in '1
such high' regard, Politics did become more important to pecple ./
though, éspecially those who were out of work, The public work
schemes set up by Michael Savage definitely helped ‘clean up' the
unemployment problem. Most people in Queenstown accepted the hard-
ships that prevailed and ‘the economy, as something that they had no
choice but to cope with and 'get on with the job'.

This attitude could perhaps be attributed to the isclation of
Queenstown. The maoin transport link with the city was the Earnslaw,
and from Kingston the train was caught to Invercargill. News was
slow in reaching the town therefore. Queenstown people did not see
the riots etc as there were obviocusly no televisions, and radios
were ‘scarce until the late 1930s. The main way of receiving news
was from the newspapers - mostly the 'Otago Daily Times' and
'Southland Times'. The odd 'Press' was delivered from Christchurch
also, Newspapers werc delivered to Queenstown by the Earnslaw which
often didn't arrive till late in the evening. News also came .
through the Post Office and when there was something special to
announceé, it was put up in the Post Office window for:everyone to
view. On*Sunday mornings, the scores from Saturﬂay rugby pumes ete
were also placed in the window,. 4 :

Obviously, some families felt the effects of the:Depression mere
than others. There was o general feeling of hardship in the Lakes
District, like therc was in other places. DBut unllke the 01tles,,
it was rare to see a starving child on the street, Unemployment --
was also a problem in ‘ucen§town, although relatively minor when,
again compared to the city figures. Many major work schemes were
set up during the depression which soaked up most of.the leocal . .
unemployed as well as a good proportion of city unemployeds It was
estimated that the number who were out of work and received the
tdole! was less than 35 people, in Queenstown: . In fact, many: city &y
men were involved in local work schemes as Miller pointsouts ..
the 1936 census showed the county population apart from the . _—
boroughs, to be 2,626, This was during the progress of hig Public
Work undertakings such as the Haast Pass road, the Homer Tunnel,
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the Kingston rcad and the Arrow irrigation scheme, ' It seems
incredihle that a county could so guickly lose fifty percent
of its population’...:® (aftcr the depression).

To cope with unemployment ‘such woerk schenes larpeiy affected the
district. The constructicn of the Milford Road (and the Homer
Tunnel) and the Haast Pass road dld not directly affect the area.

There were many smaller scale local works eg putting sods into
the lakeside arca (beside where Walter's Resort now stands), and
the building of the new Post Uffice later on. However, the three
main schemes in the county were the Kingsston to Cueenstown road,
the goldmining scheme and-the Arrowtown irrigation scheme. " The
most importent undertaking was that of the road to Kingston. It
was constructed by a large group of men (alons with their families)
and was directly set up as an attempt to create employment. Most
of the workers were from Invercargill. These men walked from
Invercargill to the road (to he) along the Bridal track in the
early 1930s, looking for work. They Workod throughout w1ntgr and
summer and lived in an encampment of tents Dbeside the road. They
had a wooden board floor platform with a canvas covering, tin
roofs and a fireplace and chimney to kecp them as. warm as possible,
This encampnent of tents was often referred to as 'Bob Simple's
Army' by the locals, These men worked with horse and gig, pick
and shovel. The work Was very lzbour intensive and there were a
few explosions to help carve the road. The work was very -
difficult with such limited resources. Two lecal .carpenters, Mr
Shepherd and Mr McKay m%naged a greut feat in building the Stair-
case bridge by hand. , .

Some of the ideas and decisibns relating to the public works and
how best unemployed could be used .....

The Unemployment Board advised that thc placing of men on the
Glenorchy to Queenstown road would be teken up with the Public
Works Department - received.
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The Deputy Chairman, Unemployment Board communicated with the
Chairman regarding the appointment of an Executive to control the
Gold Prospecting Scheme in Lake County.. The Chairman advised that
he had appointed as an Executive Messrs Geo. Reid, Peter Reid,
C.H. McKay, and himself as Chairman. The Certifying Officer from
Cromwell here waited on the Council and at length explained the
working of the new scheme. After his retirement the Council
considered the matter, and it was then resolved that the Doard be
co—operated with under the new Scheme. 5

- The Unemployment Board circularised on the metters of (a) possible
building operations in the County, (b) trec planting, and (c) the
works of national importance created by the use of Men on the
Scheme No. 5 - received, and to he advised.

The Unemployment Commissioner communicatsd on the matter of the
Upper Shotover Valley road - to be referred to the Mining
Executive,

The Palmerston North City Council asked for the support of the
Council %o a proposal that improved sustenance be granted to
Unemployed -~ received, and to be advised that the Mining Scheme
operated in this County,

REPORTS: The County Clerk's report on arrears or Rates, the
County . Inspector's report, the Ranger's report, and the report from
the Joint Traffic Inspector, were all considered and adopted.

Clr. ,W.S. Reid reported on the District Highways Council meeting

on the 10th May last and.-advised that the appns. for Highway's
money were approved. He also attended a conference of Represent-
atives of Councils under the Joint Traffic Scheme, when the full
years' working was considered. It was agreed that all Councils
contribute towards the supervision costs, and the extra charge on
this Cnel. would be under £2, It-was resolved that such additicnal
cost be met, and Clr. Reid was thanked for his attendance in the
Council's intercsts.

Southland League asked if this Council woul@rapppéve of the League
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communicating with the Public Works Dewcrtment to have the- pertlon
of the Mueenstown Kingston road gravelled -~ 1t was resolved to ‘
aaprove -of the League S suggestlon.

The men were ttended to! by the locals. For example, grocers
ran a regulcr truckload of groceries.and meat (aftsr receiving
them from the Earnslaw and Butoherj to the encampment and received
orders fnr the next load. Doctor Anderson made frequent trips to
attend to tre medical well-being of the workers, where they'd
line up for his attention. On Saturdays (late night shopping),
the men and their families would come to the coyneil building
where the lccals supplied tea and scones etc for them. Not
all of the community was in favour of the scheme, however., A
group of farmers put forward delegations to parliament complaining
about the lend being broken up by the roads and a certain amount
of controversy existed -amongst politiciang. . Many believed tha .
the Earnslaw services would be sacrificed as the major means of -
transport tc and from the area, and the iailway Doard was also
determined rot to let work continues “Construction was halted on
occasion anc meny felt it was too dangerous to open. -Towards the -
end of its comﬂletlon, locals worked on it to tldy up the corners
etc.

The road was officially opened on 4 Aprll 1)369 at a memorable.
ceremony which took the form of a procession of cars from all parts
nf the province from Kingston, where a picnic lunch was held on

the shores ¢f the lake, to the Kawarau end of the lake, wherc the
official function was held and Mrs Leo Lee, the wife of the chair~
man of the county, cut the ribhon. "The total cost of the road
was &70,000 or £3,000 per mile.

The effoct of the new read on \ueenstuwn and the rest of the
country was instantanéocus. Traffic pourcd in and excursion busés
came. from the south and a mild bulldlna Loom develoned in (Queens-—
town, es -Invercargill and Southland peoplc acquired property. here
and began to build holiday homes and more elaborate residences t3°
which they could retire. One of the outstending men of the
Wakatiru District -was John Cockburn, the great advocate for the -
Lake road.
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In the meantime, working hours for .businesses were longer, espec-
ially since most were family concerns. Men worked as many hours
possible, if it would add to their somewhat limited income. The
shops were open late on Saturday nights and Wednesday, only for
half a day, although very few shops had set hours. There were no
unions to restrict trading hours etc and some men worked on into
the evening to save hiring somebody else. For example, Mr Veint
owned a butcher shop and after he'd come home from work and eaten
dinner, he would kill meat in the evening, while it was cool. This
was so that the meat would keep, as there were no adequate forms of
refrigeration, besides the coclers. Although budgets were very
tight, most Queenstown businesses maintained themsclves usually due
to family effort and support.

Another form of raising revenue which proved to he very popular was
by gold mining. This was done hy locals who had other jobs, and
men who spent years scarching. A number of long-established sluic-
ing claims revived during the depression, and often exceeded the
success of new concerns., As the number of unemployed rose, the
Mines Department developed relief schemes " ...conditions that
proved disastrous tc other sections of economic life were partic-
ularly favourable to the development of goldmining. In preceding
years the cost of extraction had risen while the price of gold
remained statjionarys now labour was cheap and plentiful and value
of gold increased rapidly in consequence of the abandonment of the
gold standard." 3etween 1631 and 1934, the export value of gold
rose from £3.15s per ounce to ££.45s per ounce. Goldmining offered
employment that could provide its own remuncration.

Subsidised prospectors searched, in hope of staking new claims,
where goldfields had cnce existed. The old local mihes which had
proved so valuable in the late 1800s were now brought back to life.
The Mines Department fostered the expansion of new goldfields and
Public Works Dopartment set men to work in improving goldfields'
roads and tracks. The majority of prospectors were inexperienced
and the Mines Department hastily disseminated a mass of information
on prospecting technigues. The miners were permitted to retain the
gold they won until they began to earn more -than the subsidy, when
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their pay wes dlscontlnued Their allowance wag 155 per week for

a: 51ngie man, and 30s per week for a married man. The miner was
alsc supplied with equipment if he couldn't susply his own, He
then had to repay it b,y 50% on the Miner's Right. Other mining
expenses included 1OA of the claim for water supply to the Public
Works Department,: a 10p subsidy, 12/6 per ounce of gold for. export
duty, and 2/6 - 7/6 to the council™for rates. The miners had
supervisors (or wardens ) who kept an eye on thinrs, gave advice

and taught nining methods etc. The miners ate food they had access
to 1e fish, deer, goats,. rabblts qnd other wild anlmals.

Companies assisted the goldmining industries by emﬂloylnp pProg—
pectors. Trkese companies or syndicates lacking the resources to
engage as msny miners .as they wished, received subsidies for this
purpose. Similar to the miners' wages, aid ceased as soon as a
compeny declared a.dividend. A fortunate few lighted upon small
deposits, wkich had been overlooked by the pioneers, rich in
alluvial gold. Company promotion was essentinl clement in the
expansion of mining, although "industry expanded through private
initiative." Companies in the local area included Skippers Ltd,
Upper Shotover, and Moonlight No. 1, who were-all fairly large.

Weirs were rroposed at the outlets of Lake Hamea and Wanaka. This
would also tave created employment if NZ materials were used., The
government refused these proposals because of the failure of the
Kawarau dam schéme in 1926, which cost £100,000. They were reluc—
tant to beccme involved in another speoulative scheme. New concerns
were often teing exceeded by long-established sluicing claims which
had ueen revived. Mines were soon dotted over the countryside.
Small mining communities were formed. WMiners staked claims at

many different points on the ‘Shotover, Kawarau, Alrow, Dart, Rees,
Clutha rivers, and diversions off them.,

Some schemes depended on technical ingenuity. "The Sandhills
Company »rorosed to divert the Shotover above:drthurs 01nt°
Skippers Lt¢ suggested the diversion of “the river with an 8 ft weir
and steel fluming on one side of the river bed ..." On the
Shotover, at Maori Point, A E Smith conducted successfultsluicing



work. Nearby, Skippers Ltd sluiced out 1,098 ounces in five years.
The least expected alluvial discovery in Otago during this time was
made at Scotland's Point on the Kawarau, where JP and RJ Bell, W
Kilgour and the Hooper DBrothers, in October 1032, tunnelled under
the sandstone bluff to make a rich strike yielding an ounce of gold
to the dish., The Bell-Hooper Company won, within nine months, over
1,000 ounces of gold. Others set themselves up in tents, and
occasionally caves and old shanties, at Glenorchy, Kinloch, Skippers,
Moke Road, 7 Milc, Mconlight, and at Macetown. Many disputes over
water rights and mining arose. In fact, that was how Lake Dispute
earned ite name. The production of gold from quarts mines also
reached its peak during the depression., "Goldmining declined as NZ
emerged from the pericd of the slump in 1936." Dredge mining, how-

ever, retainod something of the early thirties, and outlived the
quartz mines and the sites ",..,allluvial miners disappeared alost as
completely as had their Chinese rivals a generation earlier."

The Mines Department advised that the question of a vote fo improve
access to the Macctown Mines would be held cver until the field had
been better proven - received,

(to be continued)
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RICHES OF THE GOLD FIELDS

Report by & Carter to the Dunstan Rush

I took up a load of swags for which I was received one shilling and
sixpence per pound. The next load I took up was a consignment of
general groceriecs on my own account. A storekeeper bought all at
invoice price and allcwed two shillings ner pound for carting it
including bags, hoxes etc. I not only sold every pound of goods but
the diggers even bought the bottom of my dray giving me twe shillings
and sixpence per running fret for them and so I had to return with
only the framework to keep my feed in. Near Deep Stream I met -
another carter who offered twenty pounds each for my last two bags

of feed which I had to refuse. My next load consisted of flour for

which I received twenty pounds for each 200 1bs bag.
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